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PREFACE. 


F T is not in . with be, on” 
from a partial fondneſs of the pro- 


duction of my own” brain, that I write 


this Preface :— It is to inform the pub- 
lic, that the following piece is taken from a 
French work of high eſteem; but as the ſun 
is not without ſpots, neither was the ori- 
ginal without ſome ſcenes which” I thought 
proper to omit ; and I flatter myſelf, that 
what is bere tranſlated, will afford 
an agreeable amuſement, as it abounds. 


with a variety of charafters, and 3 5 


not unetertaining events. 


With reſpect to thoſe readers that are 


acquainted with the original, I make 


no doubt they will here find an agree- 


n of fome immaterial paſſages, which, 
though perbaps bearable in the French, 


would 


— 


— 


able amuſement, owing not only to tbe 


PREFACE. 
would have been in the.Engliſh language 
intolerable, but alſo to ſome other alter- 
ations, which without vanity I may call 
amendments.— I would, not be here un- 
derſtood to bave altered or omitted am 
thing that is either of the leaſt conſequence 
in the* general plan, ar in am of the 
biftorical fatts, as the whole is founded 


on real hiſtory, embelliſhed with many pri- 
vate memoirs; which are full of entertain-- 
ment and inſtruction, and which *tis my 


20% may prove acceptable to the public. | 
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FEMALE BANISHMENT, 
+ i "Wh 
WOMAN- HATER: 


EFORE the Romans had ſubdued the 
nations around them, the Gauls lived in 
peace; Tanidan ſucceeded king Tameljult 
his father; but as he was only fourteen 

years old, Albinell his mother was declared re- 
gent, untill he came of age. This princeſs, wo 
was ſtill young and ambitious, exerted herſelf, in 
order to render the young monarch ſubmiſſive to 
her laws, and thereby to preſerve her authority in 
the kingdom. The prefect of the ſtate, : who 
was the ſecond in power, ſeemed very active in 
his ſervice, but as an able politician, he. only 
uſed the names of mother and ſon, as inſtru- 
ments by which he hoped to gain the ſovereign 
power. The anecdotes of theſe times ſay, that 
Abinell during the life of her huſband, (a weak 
and effeminate prince) lived with the prefect in the 
moſt familiar intimacy : ſuppoſing this, we 
ought not to be ſurpris' d if their intereſts, con- 
nected by ſuch ties, obliged them reciprocally 
to maintain the ſovereign power, 
The prefect, a man haughty and cruel, had 
made moſt of the nobles his inveterate enemies: 
long had they e to deſtroy him, and 
had 
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2 FEMALE BANISHMENT, or 
had even attempted to ſet him at variance with 
the Queen, for the more eaſy attaining of their 
ends; but he had with the greateſt art parried 
all their thruſts, Their only hope now centered 
in the king's majority: in the mean time they 
prepared the machines proper for overthrowing 
a miniſter, deteſted by the whole realm. 
Albinel! was | miſtreſs of too much difcern- 
ment to remain long ignorant of their practices; 
ſometimes ſhe repented the having raiſed her 
favourite ſo high, ſhe wiſhed his fall, but durſt 
not aid, fearing to involve herſelf in his ruin? 
the attendants about her were chiefly the pre- 
- fe&'s creatures, therefore ſhe durſt not confide 
in them: ſhe had reaſon to fear this power- 
ful miniſter, whoſe cruel policy ſhe knew, 
might deſtroy her, when ſhe leaſt expected it. 
Neceffity reſtrain'd her, ſhe continued to live 
with him as uſual, but in fact, ſhe ſecretly 
wiſh'd for the majority of her ſon, not with a 
defign to put into his' bands the ruling power, 
but to uſe his authority for deſtroying the prime - 
miniſter, without riſking any thing by ſo bold 
a ſtroke. Such were at the beginning of the 
minority of this prince, the ſecret inteteſts of 
the queen and the prefect; the middle and the 
end produced confiderable changes : a third per- 
ſon, who appear'd uſeleſs or ſubordinate, cauſed 
a revolution, and ftruck the greateſt ſtrokes. _ 
. *Croſegol, nephew of the high prieſt of Pheebus, 
Was à lord who had given fo many proofs of a 
wreat genius, that he had been choſen by the 
dying king as a governor for his ſon 3 which 
great office he filled with univerſal applauſe. 
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N 3 
Tanidan, in ten years, had profited' ſo much by 


the great leſſons M his ſage Mentor, that he 
was admired and reſpected by all his ſubjects. 

The Governor never d deſirous of in- 
terfering i in the affairs of ſtate, entirely employ- 


ed with thoſe of his office, he ſeemed to have 


forgot the reſt of the world. This wiſe conduct 
procured him eſteem from the public, and from 
Albinell, and the prefect he often received 
marks of eſteem. 

If theſe chiefs of the regency had any could to 
complain of Croſegol, it could only be his refu- 
ſing to accept of preferments which they offer d 
him. I wiſh not“ ſaid he, for any other 
recompence for my care of the young: N 
*© than the honour o making him a great kin 
4 — as extraordinary as it was diſiger- 
e 

The queen, who perſevered i in the deſign of 


throwing off the prefect, believed it Ws to 


engage her ſon's governor to aſſiſt and fagivard 
her deſigns. 4 


In a viſit that Croſegel made her with his pu 
pil, the diſcovered to him a part of her: diſcon- 
tent, in order to judge by his anſwer, what aſ- 
ſiſtance ſhe might expect from him; but he an- 
ſwer'd with ſo much addreſs: and policy, that 
the queen judged him too much on his guard, to 
be brought into her meaſures, This conduct 
even gave her cauſe to fear, that he was more 
the prefect's friend than hers, and in this to bl 
ſhe repented the advance ſhe had made to 
but determined, on the firſt proof of his in wal 
1 Fouts render him * by the pr 
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4 Fa8MALE BANISHMENT of, 
and free herſelf from him, either by calumny of 
aſſaſſination. This viſit produced more; the 
queen until that time, had not paid any other - 
attention to her ſon than that of a mother, but 
now ſhe views him as a woman that hath eyes, 
and who gives up every thing to her paſſions, 
without ever ſuffering reaſon to directe. 
Tanidan was tall of his age, his mien was 
perſectly formed; this mien was full of ſo much 
majeſty and ſo many charms, that it was impoſ- 
ſible to ſee without loving him; his air was ten- 
der and paſſionate, he had a vivacity which cor- 
rected what appeared too languiſhing in this ten- 
der air; his behaviour was agreeable and com- 
plaifant, and he never ſpoke without giving 
It had been remarked that the prince was of 
a mild diſpoſition, and never appeared ruffled 
with anger; his governor ſurpriſed with ſo great 
a quality, had ſeveral times eſſayed by innocent 
ſtratagems, to give his pupil fome chagrin of con- 
ſequence, but without having any effect. It 
was not indolence, for he had an infinity of 
ſpirit, but reaſon. When it has been aſked him 
how it was poſſible that ſuch or ſuch things did 
not irritate him, he would anſwer thus, I 
<< have learned in the philoſophy which hath 
been taught me, that true wiſdom conſiſts in 
„ being maſter of myſelf, | 
_ Albiel} unfortunately ſa with profane and 
criminal eyes, 'theſe great qualities ; ſhe began 
at firſt to admire and idolize them as a mother, 
but as the moſt pure Jiquors change their_nature 
when poured into impure veſſels, ſo the moſt 
150 RAY - lawful 
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Woman Har. 5 
lawful love corrupts, when it enters into a vici- 
„„ e j 
| Maternal tenderneſs in the heart of the queen 
degenerated into the moſt ſhameful paſſion. She 
was herſelf at firſt ſtruck with horror when ſhe 
knew it, but ſhe was too little accuſtomed to re- 


ſtraint, to engage in a conflict with herfelf, 


Paſſion carried all before it; ſhe. dared not at 
firſt to manifeſt her love, ſhe feared too much 


the wiſe Croſegol; but while ſhe waited for the 


attaining her ends, ſhe ſaw as often as poſſible 
her amiable ſon, ; 

The governor at firſt paid but a light attention 
to the ardent deſire ſhe expreſſed of ſeeing his 


pupil often, and believed that the frequent viſits ſhe 


exacted of him, were chiefly to communicate 
her diſcontent at the ſituation: of ſtate affairs. 
The more ſhe ſaw the prince, the more the 
loſt her peace of mind, for ſhe daily drank large 
draughts of that poiſon her heart was prepared to 


receive. The allowed careſſes of a mother to her 


ſon taking their ſource in a criminal fire, carried 


with them too great an ardour for their flames 
not to warm this young prince; his innocence 
would have ſerved him for a time as a ſhield, 
but might he not loſe it in an inftant ? _ 


ear and ſome months expired before Cra- 


A 
ſegol —.— to think there was any thing extraor- 
dinary in theſe viſits, and he might perhaps 


have continued a longer time, without paying 
a particular attention to them, but for a certain 
melancholy that he perceived in Tanidan, and 


an unaccuſtomed reſerve appeared when he was 


@sked after the cauſe of that uneaſineſs. 
B 3 Croſegol 
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©  Croſegol judged that the queen's proceedings 
were the ſource of this melancholy, he was 
ſenſible of her haughtineſs, and knew how: jea- 
lous the was of her authority. Incapable of 
preſcribing a remedy for an evil that he durſt 
not find ſuch, he contented himſelf with ſecret- 
Iy pitying his pupil, but forbore to offer any ad- 
vice, till he received information that it was ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary; for being on his way to the 
temple, (a duty that he daily performed) he 
was accoſted by a ſtranger who gave him a let- 
ter from the prince, who deſired to ſee him im- 


mediately. Creſegol judged that the buſineſs 


_ Was important, and haſtened to the palace; but 
in entring the king's apartment, was aſtoniſhed 
to find him in tears. What is the reaſon, 


. my lord,” (aid Creſegol, * of the oppreſſion in 


„ which 1 find you,. and of the melancholy 
„which I have for Yome © paſt obſerved ? 
% hath the queen given occal: 

my lord, inform me ; you ought to have done 
c it before, but I perceive with grief I have loſt 
your confidence, you love me not any longer, 
« and this afflicts me.” Ah heavens ! ** can you 
« ſuſpect me of fuclF ingratitude ?” replied this 
young prince in throwing himſelf upon his go- 
vernor's neck, do you believe me capable of 


4 forgetting in an inſtant all that I owe you?“ 


“ Speak not, if you pleaſe my lord of ingrati- 

*<6- tude,” interrupted Creſegol, *tis I who owe 

+ every thing to you, and only beg you will 

continue to render yourſelf worthy of your 

4 "father's throne. You are on the eve of your ma- 

jority; and I have ſeen with infinite ſatisfact — 
een 4 / . 4 


on for it? ſpeax 
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that your actions have given great ſatisfaction, 
to your ſubjects, and I hope you will one day 
be the greateſt of kings; but, my lord, to ar- 
rive at this glory, tis abſolutely neceſfary 
that you keep a continual guard on yourſelf. 
The more you are elevated above the reſt of 
mankind, the greater ſhare of Virtue you 
ought to poſſeſs. True grandeur conſiſts in 
noble ſentiments, for the leaſt blemiſh is in 
your elevated ſituation caſily ſeen, and ap- 


7 


6 pears in the ſtrongeſt light. I would not by 


this diſcourſe inſinuate, that there is a 

thing in your conduct which may be condem » 
ned, but your actions are reſerved and myſte- 
rious even to me, and may produce fatal 
conſequences. You have carefully concealed 
our thoughts from me, I have for ſome time 
perceived it, but now deſire you'll tell the 
reaſons, which obliged you to ſend for me. 
Fear not to confide ime, but fully diſcloſe 


the ſecrets of your heart : my place, my ho- 
* nour, your intereſt, all engage me to preſs 
you to be ingenuous with me. I fear many 


things. I may perhaps make 3 raſh judg- 
ment, but in fact mi lord, you are much 
changed ſince the frequent viſits of the queen. 
Are they ſecrets of government of which ſhe... 
diſcourſes ? I have. always endeavoured to 


"give you clear and diſtinct ideas of them; but 
you may receive inſtruction from the experi- 


ence. of a princeſs, who knows the art of 
1 | ; ws 
reigning ; ſhe hath always ſhewn a great ſpi- 
rit, together with an elevation of ſentiment : 
ſuch models are fit for imitation, and will 
| panes, 0 improve 
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improve your underſtanding. But, m lords 
reſpect for a mother, (a reſpect I would adviſe 
<< you ever to preſerve) ſhould not at any time 
engage you to go too far. In ſpeaking of the 
% manner in which women think, I have often 
«© obſerved to you one of their greateſt faults: 
« they will eaſily ſacrifice the moſt important 
things for attaining their particular views, in- 
« dulging their weakneſſes or gratifying their re- 
« ſentment. My duty prompts me to ſpeak 
C freely, but O Tanidan, tis you muſt inform 
* me if I have acted right in thus declaring my 
«© ſentiments, and if I have the liberty to pro- 
% ceed, or muſt I yet wait a longer time for the 
© knowledge of thoſe things, which perhaps I 
* ©" ought to have known before ??? ©, 

Croſego! in pronouncing theſe laſt words, 
ſtedfaſtly obſerved the prince, with an intent, if 
poſſible, to diſcover Wer ſoul of his young 
pupil. The prince caſt down his eyes, and 
could not avoid ſhewing the emotions of his ſoul 
in the different changes that appeared upon his 

Countenance. What do q ſee, juſt hea- 
«© vens?” ſaid Creſegol, preſſing with ardor the 
hands of his pupil, is it poſlible, that a prince 
ce in the education of whom. I have employed 
« all my care, and all my fortune, hath been 
4% guilty of any weakneſs unworthy of the rank 
« he holds in life! may it pleaſe the father of 
% light, that you have not been conducted to 
© the edge of ſome dreadful precipice. Have 
«* you been miſled into any error? Ah! ſir, 
« ſpeak. I tremble; I have a thouſand cauſes 
« tor fear, If it is ſtill poſſible to ſnatch you 
. f | « from 
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« from threatning danger, be aſſut'd I will. 
© My chief wiſh is to promote your intereſt. 
“ Believe me, my dear prince, I love you with 
e my whole foul, but with a friendſhip ſo ten- 
« der and ſo pure, that I'll diſpute it even with 
«© her who hath given you life.” In g 
theſe laſt words, which were accompani 
with the moſt lively action, the eyes of Cro- 
ſegel were filled with tears. Tanidan perceiv- 
ed it. Oh! my dear governor” cried he, 
« pardon my youth. I am ſenſible that I do 
* not merit ſo much goodneſs, but attribute 
« that which appears ingratitude, to my want 
of experience; tis true, I have long con- 
„ cealed from you the moſt important ſecrets, 
“ and this is the cauſe of my melancholy. 
* ſuffer as much as mortal can, from the obli» 
«« gation. under which I have been laid of con- 
6 cealing it from you; but if it is true, as 1 
„ doubt it not, that you love me as well as [ 
« love you, the faithful account that I ſhall ren- 
& der you of my conduct, as well as the docili- 
e ty with which I ſhall ſubmit to your councils, 
« will make ſome amends. for the little confi- 
« dence I have, of late, placed in you. I pro- 
% miſe my dear Croſegol, and I ſolemnly ſwear 
© to you, that I will keep my word.“ . 
The governor was moved to compaſſion, and 


they ſtrove to outvie each other in marks of 
friendſhip, L 


his diſcourſe. 


The prince, after a moment's pauſe, purſued 


Il muſt in enuouſly confeſs, my dear gover- 
** nor, that I find myſelf extremely embarraſ- 
93 « ſeg 
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„ ſed, I know not what expreſſions to uſe to: 
render you a faithful account of all that hath 
« happened to me. You will ſoon be ſenſible 
< how much this detail ought to coſt me: I 
* muſt ſpeak of a mother, of a queen, equally 
reſpectable by either of theſe titles. My de- 
& ſign was to have buried in a profound and 
« eternal ſilence, deeds that I can't remember 
& without horror, and without ſhame : But it 
« js time to ſpeak, Next to heaven, do I not 
© owe all I have to you? Is it not in the breaſt 
« of a ſecond ſelf, that I am going to place 
ec theſe fatal ſecrets? Yes, without doubt, I 
5 have ſufficient cauſe not to fear, that I ſhall 
* hereafteF repent of my confidence; you 
« taught me to behave with ſubmiſſion and re- 
« ſpect towards the queen, Thoroughly fixed 
« in theſe rules for my conduct, I ever ap- 
& proached her with the moſt profound reſpec ;. 
« Alaſs ! that I have not been able to preſerve 
„ it, or why hath ſhe given me occaſion to 
% throw off thoſe happy prepoſſeſſions? 
« Perhaps the affairs of ſtate in which the 

«© queen was engaged, had prevented her from 
giving me any particular marks of her tender- 

. <6 neſs, or my infancy was the cauſe of her not 
«© regarding me; I do not remember that ſhe | 
4 had ever ſhewn any of thoſe proofs of a mo- ' 
6 ther's fondneſs, which are ſaid to be generally 
« extreme towards an only ſon. It ſeemed to 
«© me, that I had cauſe to lament the contrary, 
„When J went to pay my devoirs to her, ſhe 
received me coldly, and the diſcourſe with 

„ which ſhe honoured me, tended only to the 
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knowing if I anſwered - worthily to the care 
« that had been taken of my education, and 
« my anſwer made, I was diſmilled, Uſed to 

c this treatment I imagined it was cuſtomary. 
But for this laſt year the face of things have 
; ee been greatly changed, I am not any longer 
ce this Aa that is received, becauſe there is 
« zn obligation to receive me; at preſent every 
« one is qiſmiſſed when I appear, even the firſt 

4 miniſter cften-cedes his place to me: every 
one renders me the greateſt, reſpect, and this 
e becauſe the queen hath ſet the example; 
« ſcarce is my arrival now declared, but I find 
e myſelf alone in the cabinet. In former times 
„ IT envied this honour; at preſent I tremble 
e when I receive it. And now I wiſh I had 
«© nat cauſe to make this recital. | | 


. » m 


At the feaſt of the ſun, I perceived that the 
« queen fixed her eyes upon me, with an ex- 
* traordinary. attention. The ſeverity;,which 
0 ſhe had always uſed towards me until this 
c time, ſo much intimidated me, that it was 
ce with 9 I dared to obſerve her. I 
e therefore caſt my eyes down for ſome time, 
“but on raiſing them was not a little ſurprized, 
« to re-encounter thoſe of the queen a ſecond 
i « time, and to ſee her ſmile upon me with an 
« unuſual air of kindneſs, I found myſelf greatly 
“ embarraſled ; ſhe made me ſeveral obligin 
* ſigns, and I knew not how to anſwer them. 
I remember this circumſtance,” ſaid Crefegol,, 
1 perceived the honour Albinell did you, and 
< I reproached you if you remember, With not 
paying a ſufficient attention to it. The queen 
r that 
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that day made a brilliant appearance, and 


was ſurrounded with all the ladies of her 


court richly dreſſed, and her train fiSne more 
ſplendid than the ſanQuary,” 

At our departure from the temple, the 
queen preſented herſelf in my apartment ac- 
cording to cuſtom ; I was ſtruck as well as 
you with her majeſtick appearance when ſhe 
entered, and the grandeur with which ſhe 
approached my throne, This falutation 
Croſegol, was very different from that of the 
preceding years, - To that air of ſeverity 
which ſhe had always impoſed on me, ſuc- 
ceeded a ſweetneſs which penetrated my ſoul, 


and awaken'd all my tenderneſs. I ſuffered 


extremely from the obligation my rank laid 
me- under, of receiving her as a king. After 
this ceremony, ſhe intimated to me that ſhe 


was deſirous of converſing with me in the 


evening. I informed you of this, and you, 


adviſed me not only to 2 but alſo to 


go farther, and do all J could to pleaſe and 
oblige her. I acknowledge that this conde- 
ſcenſion pleaſed me, and I obeyed this day 
with much more ardour than I had ever done 


before. 


ce Scarce was the great council finiſhed, when 
a gentleman from the queen informed me 
that ſhe waited for me. I immediately at- 


tended her: _ ſhe was alone, and received me 


with many careſſes. Sit down my ſon, ſaid 


ſne, I would talk with you on affairs of ſome 


importance. The time approaches, my ſon, 


- 
- o 


government 


when you muſt take into your own hands the 
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TX © government of the realm. I am the more 
„ rejoiced, becauſe I think you will worthily 
s acquit yourſelf of oi = a charge. TI have 
g endeavoured ſo to act in my miniſtry, that 
«« you may not ſuffer by your minority. Your 
ce treaſury is full, your neighbours dare not di- 
2 «<< ſturb you, and, in a ſhort time, I hope to de- 
4 troy the projects that Rome hath formed a- 
4 opainſt us, as well as thoſe of ſome particulars 
Z «© too much elevated. After this you have only 
„ to preſetve things in the tate I ſhall: leave 
t them, and you may flatter yourielf with being 
the greateſt and moſt happy king on Earth. 
But to attain this, we muſt perform a 
e great work in the heart of the ſtate, and lop 
ce off ſome dangerous members: for this reaſon 
] ſent for you. Are you capable my ſon of 
% keeping a profound ſecret? You muſt; the 
< leaſt indiſcretion, a word eſcaping impreper- 
ly, an ill placed openneſs of heart will en- 
<< tirely deſtroy not only our projects, but may 
« alſo ruin us both. This diſcourſe appears 
« extraordinary to you: you ſeem to be aftg- 
„ niſhed. There is not any thing more ſerious 
% my- ſon, or more true. You will hereafter © 
judge, therefore hear me with renewed atten- 
* oy e ai ee 00h 
At the death of the king your father, I 
« found affairs in the greateſt diſorder. His 
“too great goodneſs, not to make uſe of 


« other expreſſion, had tolerated a licence in 
* all that ſurrounded him, ſo great, that each of 
his miniſters had uſurped his authority. The 
* finances were drained by their miſmanage- 
ment, 


We... . 
* 


14 FEMALE BANISHMENT, er ö 
4 ment, the military body languiſhed, and its. 
„ weakneſs had tempted our warlike neighgj- 
„ bours to make exorbitant demands, which 
ve have been obliged to comply with; and ? 
I was fo frighted at the bad ſtate in which I 
* found things, aſter I had accepted of the 
ͤregeney, that without a very tender affection. 
e ſor you my ſon, I ſhould have retired into 
the temple of the queens, after having eſta- 
&« bliſhed a council for governing the realm du- 
ring your minority But this tender confide- _* 
ration ſupported me againſt theſe difficulties. 2 
& wiſhed to preſerve to you a throne which is 
« your right, and for doing this, I was obliged 


e io tolerate in one man alone, that which I 


“ condemned in the many. | 
& Yetubal, whom you this day ſee prefect of the 


“ ſtate; was then at the head of the army. 


This important place not only gave him the 
cc, Ert credit, but alſo rendered him the 
“ moſt redoubtable of the king's ſubjects. His 
6 adyice, , and his deciſions generally prevailed 
in council. The deceaſed king when dying, 
© ſtrongly recommended it to me, to manage 
* him, and in uſefully employing him, lay him 
under an obligation of entering into your in- 
5s tereſts. I then thought it right to follow 
« ſuch timid councils Ang have, during the 
« firſt years of my y, had the greateſt 
© reaſon'to praiſe him. The aid of this mini- 
4 ſter has greatly conttibuted to place things in 
& the ſtate they ought to be. The milita 
force hath recovered its vigour, of which it 
«hath given ſufficient proofs in the laſt war. I 
— 2 71 -— -6C:muft 
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Woman Harz. 18 
« muſt acknowledge, that this man was the 
« firſt cauſe of all the good, which hath been 
<<. performed in the beginning of your minority; 
« but O my fon ! I fear we muſt pay dearly for 
« all the obligations we owe' him! I am' this 
« day ſenſible, how much we ought to fear the 
« elevating a favourite too high. The more we 
« owe to him the more dangerous he becomes; 
„ have in vain endeavoured to acquit myfelf 
of all the ſervices he hath rendered me. Since 
« he has been thus elevated, he imagines that 
« too much cannot be done for him; his un- 
« bounded ambition is arrived to the greateſt 
« height: he ſees not any thing above him but 
« you : have I not reaſon to tremble, leſt that 
ambition ſhould lead him on to diſpute a 


4 ne to which the Gods have called you * 
cc 


doubt indeed, ſeeing that I who am his 


„ benefattreſs, and who have raiſed him to his 


e preſent greatneſs, am no longer his miſtreſs, 
«© nor can I decide any thing without his 
„ conſent. | * 

« In finiſhing theſe words the queen wept, 
6 was greatly moved, and could not a- 
void ſincerely ſympathizing with her. I 
* know you have a good and tender heart my 
„ ſon, continued ſhe, uſe but diſcretion and 
you will one day be a perfect prince. I aſſu- 
red her that ſhe might command my ſecrecy, 
„ for that I would inviolably preſerve in my 
„ own breaſt, every thing that ſhe ſhould fay. 
It is this which I abſolutely exact, replied the 
queen; you have reaſon ſuficient to know 
the conſequences ; you muſt not even ſay a 
| « word 
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word to your governor of what I confide to 
«©, you, It is not that I have any the leaſt 
% diffidence of him, but I fear his peaceable 
* and. tranquil ſyſtem. | The leaſt idea of a 
change in the ſtate may fright him; he muſt 
e therefore remain ignorant of every thing, for 
«© fear he ſhould render abortive the projects [ 
have formed; but let us for the preſent turn 
<< to another ſubject, My ſon, anſwer ingenu- 
& ouſly to the queſtions I ſhall aſk you: It is 
<<, of the utmoſt conſequence for me to be, well 
5. acquainted. with your internal diſpoſition ; 
© you are more dear to me than you imagine, 
of which I ſhall hereafter give you ſufficient 
„marks. | 
© The Queen after this diſcourſe, deſired me 
« to give an account of the manner in which I 
$ lived, of my ſtudies, and of the maxims 
© -which you had taught me. I ſatisfyed her: 
5: ſhe appeared content with the uſe I made of 
s yourprecepts, and approved of them; except 
what related to women, of whom you had 
* taught me to be very diffident, having aſſured 
% me that an inclination for them was very 
4 unfortunate, as being the rock of heroiſm 
and glory. Your governor, ſaid ſhe, either 
<*" hath in this reſpect falſe principles, or he no 
longer loves the ſex, of which I know he 
«© hath been an Idolater; If it is this laſt cauſe 
* it is unjuſt, we ſhould not on any ſubject 
«© ſuffer paſſion to influence our judgment. As 
%a mother I ſpeak truth to you, I am too 
much intereſted in whatever concerns you to 
“ diſguiſe my ſentiments, or to lead you im- 
| « perceptibly 


a 


Woman flares, 


eptbly into an error. ROMS. * - 
my cop N at there are ſome women that are 


y" e but on the contrary, there are 


cc 
c 
(c 
cc 
4e 


* rel 


others that. form the mind, ſoften the heart 


and render man humane, polite and com- 


plaiſant. An inclination for the ſex poliſhes 
the manners, and takes off the ferocity of a 
man's character. I would adviſe you not to 


extend this maxim too far: it hath its con- 


fines; where this inclination for the ſex is 
carried to exceſs it often degenerates into 
diſorder ; it inebriates a man, and renders all 
his good. qualities inactive. 


After having ſaid much in favour, of fave, 


the \ ay tenderly embraced me, often ca» 

me, again . recommended ee to 
me, ordered me to come again the next day 
at the ſame hour, and then diſmiſſed me. 
All the viſits which I afterwards made her 


for the ſpace of ſix months, paſſed nearly in 


the ſame manner. Our diſcourſe turned up- 
on the means of , freeing ourſelves from tbe 
preſect; ſometimes. ſhe would have him 
arreſted, at others would baniſh him, and 
once her policy puſhed her ſo far, as to pro- 
poſe the aſſaſſinating him, as he ſhould be 
going from the council, When I repreſent- 


ed to her the horror 1 felt at this laſt expe - 


dient, ſhe embraced me and ſaid, I only pro- 

poſed it to try you my dear ſon, and am 
pleaſed to find you do not reſemble thoſe 
princes, who have not any over "oe * 
their will. | 
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cc happened. ſerved to confirm me in this opini- 
& gn. The arrival of the prefect was announ- 
« ced at a time when he was leaſt expected 
&* ſhe changed colour, and it was with a” trem- 
& bling voice ſhe permitted his entrance. _ 

„„ This minifter came in with an air of caſe 
« and familiarity, During the converſation, 
* which wholly turned upon indifferent things, 
«he viewed me with the greateſt attention, 
The queen after his departure obſerved to me, 
&* how much ſhe was alarmed at the particular 
© manner in which he had obſerved me. I 
«© was unconcerned and departed with my 
«© uſual tranquility. ILL 8 
At the enſuing viſit the queen informed me, 
that ſhe was obliged to aſſiſt at an extravrdi- 
nary council, which' was to be held on occa- 
« fion of an ambaſfador, who demanded audi- 
«ence, to propoſe the daughter of his maſter 
« for my conſort. The affair, added ſhe, figh- 
«© ing, is ſo important, that my attendance 
„cannot be diſpenſed with, Whilſt you ate 
de waiting for me, continued ſhe, entertain my 
good friend, I wilt ſend her to keep you com- 
„ pany; ſtie is amuſing, and I am perſuaded 
* Jo will not be difliticfied at 'my having 
<< procured you the knowledge of fo agrecable 
La girl. I thanked the queen for her conde- 
rb 2 | 40 ſcenſion 4 
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ſcenſion; ſhe departed, and een 
wards the young Necalane appeared. You 
know her — — doubt” added the prince; 
therefore ] paſs to the diſcourſe we had” My 
Lord,“ interrupted Croſagol, *I know but 
little of her, I know very well that ſhe is 
aimable, that the queen hath à regard for 
her, and that ſhe is * daughter of one of 
the queen's chamberlains; but how: ſhe came 
into ſo much credit, or that ſo many intri 
are formed dy her means I know not. 1 ſhall 
** be able to judge of her ſpirit and character by 
& what you af ſay; but by the rules of 75 
“ ſiognomy and what I have heard of her, ſhe 
<« appears. to me to be of an infinuating and 
« artful character.“ Say ſprightlyand adorable,” 
interrupted Tanidan with vivacity, | „% hat you 
believe art is a ſuperiority in her manner of 
« thinking, which we ſeldom find in one fo 
„young: you ſhall decide Craſagol, when I 
« have related all that paſſed between us. 
„4 If Necolane I me with her beauty the 
cc firſt time I ſaw her, I was not leſs charmed 
ed her genius. She bad. ſo excellent a 
< talent for turning the whole world into ridi- 
<c cule, and gave ſuch, a keen, yet agreeable. 
„ turn to her malicious obſervations, that it is 
«© impoſſible, whatever diſlike we, may have to 
« it, not to be extremely taken with her de- 
ce ſeriptions. freely confeſs, that the day the 
* queen left her with me, T did not perceive 
« the length of her abſence, nor even wiſhed 


<< her return. In the firſt converſation I had 


„ with Wehe, I was only . the 
wdrilllancy 


- 
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#- brilliancy of ber wit; but as ſoon as we were 


<6 ſeparated I regretted her abſence, and recalled 
& her image to my mind. She is charming; 


* hath the fineſt eyes in the world, a ſmile 


% which"enchants, and full of alluring graces ; 
„ my imagination at that time repreſented to 
© me all her charms, charms too powerful for 
« me to reſiſt, | x iF$ 
One day when the queen kept her cham- 
der, occafioned by a fall, the ordered me to 
<< paſs the day with Necolane. The idea of 
«© being a long time with her, made me attend 
„early in her apartment. She was in her 
„ cloſet when I entered, finiſhing fome letters 
«© of importance: I found her half reclined on 
«a ſopha; ſhe was in ſo profound a reſvery 
« that ſhe did not perceive me, an air of me- 
* lancholy that appeared on her countenance 
% alarmed me, ſhe ſeemed by the redneſs of her 
eyes to have been weeping; I was ſenſibly 


“ affected with this diſcovery, and on her ſtart- 


c ing up, I could not forbear telling her the 


 *' remark I had made; I even faid ſome te 


things on the occaſion. She anſwered me 
„ ſmiling, and reaſſumed her uſual air of gaiety, 
„ as if ſhe had not had the leaſt oppreſſion on 
«cher ſpirits ; and agreeably rallied the caprice 
of women whoſe tempers were ruffled, or 
theft humours changed by the leaft trifle. 
„We conyerſed, on amuſing topicks, and ſhe 
% appeared lively, which cauſed me to wonder 
« that. ſhe was fo far miſtreſs df her paſſions, 
that from deep melancholy ſhe'eould make a 
+ quic jon+ to gaiety. But the Queen's 

44.) r « arrival 
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& arrival at once eclipſed this appar 


ent 
c humour; ſcarce had ſhe appeared When 
0 Necolane again became ſerious, ſhe roſe with 
«© a reſerved air which ſurprized me, I darſt 
„ not take notice of it. Ah! well, my fon, 
, faid Alb:nell to me, have you been well en- 
e tertained? I believe you do not always put 
in practice the maxims of your governor a- 
« gainſt women. 1 that the fight 
« of Necolane has altered your ſentiments, and 
„that you will for the future be more indulgent 
to our ſex. My queen is pleaſed to joke, re- 
«© plied Necolane, but the king's taſte is too good 
e to have eyes for any other than a ſovereign. 
<« It is nat to you that I addrefs myſelf, * n 
4 Albinell' tartly; the prince is capable of ex- 
4e preſſing himſelf, and wants not an interpret - 
„er. Scarce were theſe words pronounced 
„hen Necolane diſappeared, at the ſame time 
„4 giving me ſuch a look, as pierced my very 
% ſoul. I perceive my ſon, ſays the queen, a 
une which has diſpleaſed me: Nervlane is 
become agreeable to you. I pardon you, 
and on account of your youth ſhall not re- 
c proach you, but content myſelf with preſer- 
« ving you in your duty, by removing an ob- 
« je which may cauſe you to deviate from it. 
„ This girl has vanity ; without any incli- 
„ nation for you ſhe knows how to uffect one, 
and to perſuade you of it in the Natterin 
* hopes of one day governing you: See her 
cc character; I inform you of it that you may 
s be on your guard; you may ſometimes go 
«* farther than you intend. big? 
0 | The 
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This diſcourſe made an impreſſion upon 


% me; I firmly believed the whole. After all 


« the kindneſs with which the queen honoured 
«. me, how could I ſuppoſe ſhe would deceive 
« me? I believed what the queen had ſaid of 
«©. Necolane's character the more eaſily, becauſe 
«< I knew by experience, how great a miſtreſs 
6 ſhe was in the art of pleaſing ; the open man- 
& ner in which I had always been accuſtomed 
6 to think and act, made me deteſt diſſimula- 
« tion. In this ſpirit of reſentment I anſwered 
«< the queen, and ſhe expreſſed her ſatisfaction 
<<. by the moſt lively careſſes, which I anſwered 
ce with all-the tenderneſs I was capable; a con- 


4 ſiderable time paſſed in reciprocal proofs of 


the moſt perfect amity: I ceaſed not to give, 


< or the queen to receive them. She called me 


& her dear ſon, her favourite; I treated her as 
% my ſovereign, and as my amiable mother. 
« Her fingers entwined in my hair pleaſed me, 
« and I reſpectfully kiſſed her hands. The 


% door of the cabinet this moment opened; 


&« ñjt was the prefect who entered. She appeur- 


ed aſtoniſhed; as for me I only turned my 


ud 


«© head, and received him without emotion. 


In the mean time the queen who had re- 


& covered herſelf, ſaid ſternly to the prefect 
3* who was ſtanding behind my chair, and who 


ſeemed to be biting bis nails as 3 man who 


„ muſes; that ſhe thought it was very extraor- 


* 


+ dinary, he ſhould attempt to enter her apart- 
„ ment without permiſſion. You. have given 
e ſuch ſtrict orders madam for being alone, re- 


« plied the prefect with very little reſpect, that. 
pe | . | T 


% 
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1. 


0 1 did not ba any one in your F by 
„ whom I might ask permiſſion, and imagined 
10 that your majeſty was in your cloſet, and 
<« that thoſe who were in waiting attended here 
your orders; and thus far came in ſearch of 
«© one that might declare my arrival. This 
* anſwer. was probable, whatever inclination 
& the queen had to, ſhew her reſentment ſhe 
80 9 berſelf. The prefect did not think 
ee proper to imitate her, but approaching her 
« faidin a loud whiſper, that he wanted to con- 
verſe with her on affairs of importance, and 
e then paſſed into the cloſet with an air of au- 
« thority which greatly diſpleaſed me, and 
*. which prepoſſeſſed me in favour of the queen's 
** reaſons, for removing him from power. 
« Alhinell roſe with a manifeſt uneaſineſs, 
* but turning to me ſaid with a low voice, 
„ come early to-morrow, I have a thouſand 
“ things to tell you: be always as,, amiable as 
5 2 have been this day, and I ſhall * 
leave you without regret. 
„„ When alone reflection Ng me;. the 
< idea of Necolane ſpeaking with all her charms 
« firſt preſented ſelf, I ſigned without know- 
ing why; I traced in my imagination the 
* careſles. of the queen with an infinite ſweet- 
« nefs, I repreſented to my view thoſe, attrac- 
4% tions which all the world admired, I felt a ſe- 
&« cret pleaſure which had been ill then ,un- 
% known to me, in remembring her kindneſs, 
« thought much, but this was all. The ill 
* humour of the miniſter joined itſelf to all 
, 6 theſe ideas, and offended 2 I perhaps, for 
| cc the 
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the firſt time in my life, knew what it was to 
hate. Vanity without doubt may be the 
greateſt of our paſſions, becauſe we feel it 
very early; however this may be, I was 
piqued at the little reſpect he ſhewed me, 


and faid to myſelf I am his maſter, and his 


king; and as ſuch he ought to behave to me. 
No ſooner had I made this obſervation than 
reſentment boiled within me, and I reſol- 
ved the firſt opportuniry to avenge myſelf of 
this inſolent miniſter, 

« Full of theſe thoughts next day I waited 
on the queen, where the careſſes I received 
made me forget a part, but no ſooner did ſhe 
ſpeak of the, prefect, than my indignation a- 
roſe againſt him ; the queen was tranſported 
at the heat with which I treated this ſubject ; 
the praiſes ſhe gave me on the occaſion flat- 
tered and made me vain: I promiſed her to 


attempt any thing which might compell the 


prefect to reſign the authority he had uſurped. 
She aſſured me that as my ſentiments were 
eeable to her own, ſhe feared not the ſuc- 
ceſs of our deſigns, but deferred till the ſol- 
lowing day, communicating to me the plan 
formed for overthrowing ſo dangerous a rival, 


„What plan juſt heaven preferve us! I can- 


not think without trembling that the heart 
of woman can be capable of dictating any 
thing ſo horrid ! This is the place, this 
court Croſegol is the theatre, on which are 
oing to be exhibited the moſt bloody ſcenes. 

wenty of the miniſter's adherents are mark- 
ed with him for aſſaſſination. Almoſt all who 


ö . V 
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4 are in employ are to be impriſoned or exiled, 
and you, O my dear Croſegol “ you 
« ah! well,” cried the governor with a tran 
quil air, (feeing the prince embarraſſed, and 
that he durſt not finiſh) * what are they to do 
* with me.” © She would deſtroy you with 
the prefect, continued Tanidan, with an e- 
motion that he could not hide, under the pre- 
5 text, that after Vetubal, you are the moſt 
* conſiderable, and moſt dangerous perſon in - 
* the ſtate. .in 
& You have reaſon,” replied Creſegal, ſted- 
faſtly obſerving the prince, to cry out againſt 
« the barbarity of a plan ſo horrid. A monarch 
jg very unfortunate when he is obliged to 
© proceed to ſuch terrible extremities, for re- 
“ gaining an authority too imprudently ceded. 
e Such arts are always followed by the moſt 
“ dangerous conſequences. Experience will 
<« ſhew you, that ſeverity may reſtrain but ne- 
« yer will captivate the mind; for cruel 
brings forth deſpair, and deſpair rebellion, 
© and the moſt daring and moſt enormous 


* crimes againſt ſovereign majeſty. 


A miniſter of ſtate hath his partizans 
“ and his creatures, and it is morally impoſſi - 
ble to deſtroy him in the manner propoſed, 
“ without making yourſelves liable to run ſoon- 
ce er or later the moſt perilous riſques : but 
cc how can the queen form ſuch projects? Tam 
© the more ſurpriſed, as I never ſuſpected her 
4 diſpoſition to be ſo bloody and cruel; The 
«© tenderneſs ſhe has for you might diate to 
« her ſome other enterprize; what a-' rock 
— C „ would 
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% would ſhe ſplit on, ignorant as ſhe is of the 
c riſques ſhe makes you run? ſuppoſe her mo- 
ce therly tenderneſs induces her to do this, ought 
it not to bring to her view the moſt terrible 
« conſequences. Let her not deceive herſelf, 
te the ſeeds of barbarity produce barbarous 
« fruits: learn well this maxim, O Tanidan, 
« and often remember it during life, that who- 
c ever may hereafter lead you to ſuch exceſſes, 
« will make themſelves criminal againſt you, 
« and will deſerve to be puniſhed as ſeducers, 
« and 'the moſt dangerous enemies of the ſtate. 
„Believe not in the mean time, my lord, 
cc that what I have repreſented to you proceeds 
« from a fear of death, or a deſire of vengeance, 
«© or that I artfully labour to avoid the blow 
« that menaces me; no Tanidan, my life and 
« my fortune have long ſince been devoted to 
cc your ſervice : I would loſe with zeal the one, 
c and the other to preſerve you from peril. 
« My. deſign. is fimple, and proceeds from a 
«« reaſonable fear. In fullowing the fatal coun- 
cc cils of others, you will expoſe that life which 
c has been committed to me. My honour 
tc therefore is intereſted, and that I will defend 
<< to the laſt drop of my blood. 
_  Tanidan, overcome with this diſcourſe, ten- 
derly embraced Creſagol. Can you believe 
«© me capable,” faid the king, of forgetting 
e all which I owe you, and of entering into 
« ſuch criminal views! No, without doubt, 
„ the' education that you have given me, and 
66; the ptinciples which you. have + inſtilled into 
6 me, ate alone ſufficient to preſerve me _ 
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& ſuch crimes.' You may hereafter judge, by 
« what I am going to ſay, and by the preſent 
« fate of affairs. ; 

The queen had no ſooner informed me of 
<« her terrible deſigns, than I recoiled two paces 
& back with horror. Come nearer, ſaid ſhe, 
c ſurprized at the fear with which ſhe ſaw me 
„ agitated ; from whence come theſe weakne(- 
« ſes and this ſhameful change, even at the 
« very moment when the greateſt vigour and 
« conſtancy are abſolutely neceſſary. 

Dear prince, you tremble ! have I not be- 
& fore ſhewed you the obligation I am under 
«© of putting an end to the enterprizes that are 
“ formed againſt you? am I the firſt who have 
i had recourſe to a lawful rigour? The king 
©« of the Goths, when but twelve years old, 
© ſhewed us an example in cauſing the regent 
< his uncle to periſh by ſecret means: were 
e there not thirty of his creatures involved in 
6 his deftiny? What had they done more 
than the prefect, to merit ſuch a tragical 


(t end 7 


4 Ah Tasidan, you yet know little of the 
© true maxims of government. If the ſimple 
© view of what is only common and neceſſary 
& juſtice aſtoniſnes you, what would it be if 
& you thould unhappily fall a prey to the am- 
G bition of a uſurper, who could not eftabliſh 
© his power, otherwiſe than by ſhedding the 
& laſt drop of your blood. Ah! this idea a- 
© lone redoubles my fury, and gives me cou- 
« rage to attempt all. Learn my fon, learn 
that ſovereigns are not to give account of 
TIES C 2 „ 
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their actions, except to the immortal. Oh! 
ye Gods, ſaid I, may I ceaſe to live, rather 
than preſerve myſelf by acts ſo inhuman ! 
I have not injured my ſubjects, why then 
ſhould I fear their deſerting me, if the am- 
bitious prefect ſhould carry his views as far 
as my throne? I cannot think he would 
find partizans ſo very unnatural as to cut off 
the lawful heir. But if he ſhould attempt it, 
are there not laws made for the puniſhing of 
traitors? Ah my ſon, what ſay you, inter- 
rupted the queen in a lively manner, what 
end do theſe laws ſerve when they are not 
ſupported by force in the execution? How 
unfortunate am I with ſo much love for you, 
to ſee you ſo untractable and diffident! Ah 
Tanidan, deceive not yourſelf, the leaſt ſuſ- 


-picion, conceived by the prefect of our diſ- 


content, will make him haſten his pernicious 
deſigns. He is abſolute maſter of the troops, 
the finances, and of all around us; your true 
ſubjects have long been removed from court, 
_ their places filled by venal, intereſted 


unite them to their protector by the moſt un- 
diſſolvable ties. Theſe dependents look on 
the ſecurity of the miniſter as their own pro- 
per ſafety. See my ſon, ſee the ſubjects 
which this day fill your court, and upon the 


fidelity of whom you ſeem to place ſo great a 


dependance. 

However ſpecious the reaſons of the queen 

appeareo, they were not ſufficient to ſeduce 

me. My diſlike to ſuch fatal methods ap- 
. cc peared 
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& peared ſo natural, that ſhe was greatly irrita- 
© ted. She perſuaded herſelf, without doubt, 
„that the tone, with which ſhe had formerly 
« governed me, would operate more effectu- 
c ally, than the careſſęs with which ſhe had for 
« ſome time loaded me; to this ſhe had re- 


„ courſe. But whether her careſſes had ſpoiled 
« me, or that a year or more had opened my 


eyes, this ſevere: tone intimidated me not: 
c on the contrary, I reſolutely anſwered, I 
* would not ever be an acceſſary in ſuch de- 
e ſigns. We are loſt then, cried ſhe, turning 
ce again to me with tenderneſs ; we are diſuni- 
% ted; it is done: perhaps we are now nearly 
„ arrived to the fatal moment, in which the 
te prefect will ſeparate us for ever, and you will 
c haſten that inſtant, Ah cruel, was it poſſible 
“ for you to penetrate my heart, you would 
te there diſcover the moſt tender love for you | 
6 The queen then made me the moſt lively de- 
&« clarations mingled with tears and the moſt 
«© ſeducing careſſes. Can you believe me Cro- 
% ſegol,” purſued the young prince, with an 
extreme ſhame, ** Albinell would have proved 
to me by words and actions, which I dare not 
relate, that ſhe had forgot the blood which 
© united us. My aſtoniſhment made me ſilent, 
“ and donbtleſs ſhe flattered herſelf that I heard 


| © her without chagrin ; that induced her to diſ- 


“play more fully her ſhameful weakneſs. She 
© had began to have an inclination for me, ſhe 
„ acknowledged, the day in which we had met 
« at the temple, at that ſolemn feaſt of which 
have before ſpoke. She had opportunity to 
19 C3 | « ſay 
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fay all ſhe pleaſed : my ſurprize continued, 
and a confiderable time elapſed before I reco- 


vered my ſenſes, My ſhame, and the part 1 
played, the propoſal ſhe made me of uni- 


ting our intereſts by the ſweeteſt ties, in pro- 


miſing that ſhe would augment my happineſs, 
with all the pleafures I could imagine, and 
that I ſhould be the moſt happy king on 
earth, awaked me from my lethargy, arid 
rouſed my indignation, 

Have you forgot who you are, and who I 
am, ſaid I, diſengaging myſelf from her arms ; 
dare you conceive ſuch things and communi- 
cate them to me! can it be O heaven! 
continued I, in looking up, that the innocence, 
which thou haſt hitherto preſerved, ſhould 
be attacked by her whom thou haſt created to 
protect it ! this reflection pierces my ſoul.— 
The queen regarded me, during this time, 
with eyes wherein love, anger, and reſent- 
ment ſeemed alternately to ſucceed each o- 
ther; the firſt of theſe paſſions without doubt 
prevailed ; ſhe endeavoured a ſecond time to 


*feduce me. Tanidan, my dear prince, ſaid 


ſhe, holding forth her arms, come again to 
my heart; you are more dear to me than 
ever. How is it poſſible, that thou can't 
think with ſimplicity, as the reſt of mankind 
do! art thou ignorant of the laws of nature, 


which are much ſtronger than thoſe which 


vulgar error hath impoſed on man? Carry 
your reflections up to the ſource of civil ſo- 
ciety ; you will there ſee nature triumphant, 


© and enjoying all her rights, Man was then 
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truly ſuch; his mind free, and diſengaged 
from a crowd of prejudices with which it is 
ſince overpreſſed, enjoying in thoſe happy 
times a pure and real felicity. If ſubordina- 
tion reigned amongſt them, it owed its em- 
pire to ſimple hazard only, Age rendered 
the old man reſpectable to thoſe who were 
young; but theſe natural regards drew not 
their principles from any impoſed” or tyran- 
nical law ; inclination alone decided the uni- 
on of the two ſexes, and by a maxim much 
more reſpectable than all thoſe, which time 
hath brought in as innovators ; this ſame na- 
tural inſtinct directed them to form alliances 
with thoſe of their own blood, as more pure 
and more dear to them. That golden age 
did not fee a father, a brother, or a ſon, 
ſearching for women in a ſtrange family, if 
there were any in their own. It was policy, 
on the contrary, if it is permitted us to give 
this unjuſt name to the moſt wiſe law, not 
ſuffer any members of a family to contra 
or unite themſelves to ſtrangers. The niore 
members a family were compoſed of, the 
more were they to be feared, and the more 
conſiderable did they render themſelves ; as 
long as this cuſtom, which. we may call di- 
vine, ſubſiſted, theſe antient families ſup- 
ported themſelves, have laid the foundation 


of great cities, and of great realms, and have 


reſerved themſelves with glory and ſplendor, 


* What is it has caufed the decay of the moſt 
&- flouriſhing empires? the inftaction of this 


antient cuſtom, The fates which you ſee 


C 4 have 
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have maintained themſelves the longeſt time, 
are thoſe which have been the moſt faithful 
to this law, which nature, at the time of our 
birth, has imprinted it in all hearts. Where- 
fore then ſhould we. derogate from it ? See 
my reaſons, Tanidan, upon which I have 
founded my love for you. The ſtate is at 


the eve of its ruin, your throne is ſhaken, 


it is impoſſible to remedy it, but by a very 
great ſtroke of policy; An univerſal change in 
the ſtate, a manly firmneſs ready and vigo- 
rous, which will inſtantaneouſly thunder- 
ſtrike every rebel who oppoſes himſelf to ab- 
ſolute power; and a hero in fact free from vain 
prejudices is neceſſary, to govern the Gauls, 
and triumph over the Romans their enemies. 


„The queen continued her diſcourſe as long 


as ſhe pleaſed: it ſeemed that a demon ex- 
preſſed himſelf by her mouth, ſhe ſpoke ſo 
rapidly, I was in ſuch a ſurprize at the 
maxims. ſhe delivered, that I had not any 


thing but my filence to oppoſe to them. On 


the one hand ſhe ſhewed me my deſtruction, 
on the other unheard of enterprizes, the idea 
of which alone froze me with horror. I 
knew not what part to take, my mind fluc- 
tuated between trouble and diſmay, 


« Albinell regarded me with a fixed atten- 


tion, and appeared to be reading my mind, 
imagined without doubt, that I was in great 
agitation ; in this belief ſhe redoubled her 
criminal affaults. Decide Tanidan, purſued 
ſhe with heat, chuſe at laſt ; I ſee the preci- 
pice, I would not have you fall; I regard 


=_ you- 
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& you leſs as a ſon, than as a prince who is 
« gear to me, and whoſe life I now labour to 
« preſerve: but if you are obſtinate and refuſe 
* the graces I offer you, if you conſent not to 
« the terms I've propoſed, a happier prince 
« ſhall take your place and reign ; as for you, 
you periſh: I abandon you to your evil de- 
«© ſtiny,. Make uſe therefore of the preſent 
«© moment, it is the moſt precious of your life. 
„J have done: one word from you, which 
“ pleaſes me, may render you the moſt happy 
„of kings: a refuſal, on the contrary, will de- 
ſtroy you, and make you, before the day ex- 
„ pires, the toy and the reproach of a realm, 
«© which only appertains to you, ſo long as tis 
„ my will. 
„ Ah! what anſwered you to a diſcourſe ſo 
« extravagant? cried Croſegol haſtily, *< It 
© threw me into ſuch a ſurprize,” replied the 
prince, that an univerſal tremor ſeized me. 
% What ought I to think madam, ſaid I to the 
queen, of a diſcourſe ſo very extraordinary ? 
It is not proper, anſwered ſhe, to give you 
“for the preſent any information on this ſub- 
t jet: adieu, ſhe continued in riſing, your 
& ſituation makes me pity you; I yet love you 
« enough to give you time to reflect: eight 
" = allow you to conſider of what I have 
© ſaid: uſe well this precious time. Yes, I 
© repeat to you more clearly, added ſhe, be- 
„ lieving me intimidated by her firſt diſcourſe, 
you are not king of Gaul, another is in being 
to whom the throne belongs; I ſhall prove 
C5 n 
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ce it to you when occaſion requires: take your 
& choice, adieu. | 

« Tuſt heavens! what ſay you ! what an 
& abyſs, and what ſubterfuges !*? cried 72 


* the prince a ſecond time, * finiſh 


« fir, fini 


«+ your ſituation makes me tremble. We can't 
<& act too cautiouſly, heaven help me, and lend 
% me the powers neceſſary for deſtroying pro- 
<< jects as new as they are extraordinary and 
& horrid, | | 
It is impoſſible to conceive,” continued 
the prince, how embarraſſed I was when I 
e Jeft the queen, but I was not yet ſufficiently 
„ humbled. In pafling from the ſalon to the 
4 3 gallery, which leads to my apartment, 
«c 


„The number of people who followed him, 
„and the brilliancy of his train, ſurprized as 
„% much as it aſhamed me: I had ſcarce ten 
4 perſons in my train. This rencounter aug- 
* mented my ill humour; the prefect, who diſ- 
covered it, triumphed and enjoyed it. Vou 
< have an air of chagrin my lord, ſaid he aloud, 
<6 when he came up to me, the queen without 
<< doubt hath been the occaſion, It is a terri- 
& ble thing, cried he with an ironical tone, 
that theſe mothers will always controul us. 
„ Go, go, purſued he, as if he had ſpoke to 
dis equal or an infant, the time will come 
„ when we ſhall controul in our turn. Aſter 
<« -theſe words he nodded his head ſmiling and 
paſſed on. The attendance did the ſome, 
© and, 


; inform me how at preſent you 
« actually ſtand with this terrible princeſs ! 


met the prefect, who was going to Albinell. N 
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« and, except one man, whom I obſerves, 
de they all paſſed gn. It was not difficult to 
judge by this apparent indifference,” that the 
« prefect played at court à part of much 
greater conſequence than myſelf. | 

% When alone, I recollected with ſorrow, 
tc theſe ſeveral ſubjects of uneaſineſs. Twenty 
« times I found myſelf upon the point of open- 
* ing my heart to you, and ſearch for a reme- 
« dy. in your wiſe councils, but I durſt not; 
ic the queen had too far intimidated me. On 
* my profound ſecrecy ſhe ſaid depended your 
« life: ſhe had aſſured me of it. I began to 
% know her too well, and ſhe every day gave 
me too many proofs of her fierce and cruel 
character, for me to doubt that fhe would 
keep her word. 4 EY y 

The eight days granted. me for reflection 
46 were near elapſed; I had not yet decided 
«© upon the anſwer I ſhould give to the queen. 
] turned my thoughts inward, and ftrialy 
examined myſelf. I was weak, I perceived it 
« my dear Croſepgo!/ Sometimes it appeared 
to me that my knowledge ought to cede to 
% Albinell, that I was undutiful, and ought to 
„ preſume that her experience in affairs was 
« ſufficient to direct the management of the 
& realm, and be a rule for my conduct. This 
© opinion was, without doubt, the child of 
&« fear, it exiſted but an inſtant; your maxims, 
always preſent to my imagination, enlight- 
« ened my ſoul, and chaſed away the vain 
Phantoms uncertainty had raiſed; a fudden 
thought that came into my mind, was of the 
Ge C 6 | [44 man 
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man whom I had remarked, the day I met 
the prefect in the gallery, and who from that 
time conſtantly attended at the door of my 
apartment, and followed me wherever I 
went. My inquietude permitted me not to 


continue a moment in any one place. In 


3 


this diſtraction I often opened the door of 


the gallery and ſhut it again, I always ſaw 
him there. This unknown appears aſſidu- 


ous ſaid I; to myſelf, cannot I make uſe of 


his ſervice :. I had no ſooner made this re- 
flection, than I determined to ſatisfy myſelf, 
and employ him on a proje& I had formed. 
I tell you theſe particulars becauſe they con- 
cern 99A whom gratitude prompts me 
not to forget. The idea, that the queen had 
given me of her diſſimulation, had cooled 
my affection, and I had determined not to 
think of her any more; but the following 


letter, which the queen's dwarf delivered me, 


reyived it. 


Necolane 1 the KING. 


Hopes and fears diſtract me, and tis not 


the leaſt part of my concern, leſt you ſhould 


cenſure this liberty I have taken to open the 
ſecrets of my heart to you. It is not without 


bluſbing that I have brought myſelf to this; 
but fir, I have learned that my character has 


been aſperſed, and that I have been painted 


as a politic and artful perſon, who only pre. 
tends an inclihation for you, in order to ſa- 
tisfy ambitious and intereſted views: would 
we: 9 " © 
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amiable of kings, whilſt 
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« to heaven chat no one had any more than me, 


I ſhould not this day labour under my preſent 
reſtraint! a flavery the more cruel, as it 
hinders me from diſabuſing my king of thoſe 


ce falſe opinions, I have continually languiſhed 


from the inſtant of our ſeparation. I ſhould 
have died with chagrin, but for the queen's 
dwarf, in whoſe cuſtody I am; he has piti- 


.ed my. misfortune, and promiſed to deliver 


this to you, Dare I flatter myſelf that he 


will not be feceived with anger? With 


wiſhes and doubts I ſhall wait his return, 
and with an impatience which can't be 
equalled, but by the profound veneration, 
I ſhall preſerve for the 12 and moſt 


am, 1 
Nocolun⸗ 
« The queen, by her late tender behaviour, 


had awakened a certain ſenſibility in my 


ſoul which was ealily affected. I could not 
read Necolane's letter without emotion, or 
without pity! I recalled to my mind the 
charms of this amiable maid, and the agree- 
able moments that I had paſſed with her. 
If it had been in my power to have put an 
end to her ſufferings, I ſhould have freed 
her immediately. It was then that I was 
truly ſenſible of my own ſlavery, and of the 
rigour of my deſtiny, I ſighed, whilſt 
pr piece for means to give Necolane a proof 
of my affection. I reſolved at laſt to aſſure 


her of my eſteem, and to make uſe of 'the 


opportunity which now offered, for entring 
5: Ra * 
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t into a correſpondence with her. I wrote; 
| 40 the dwarf acquitted himſelf faithfully of hi 
“ commiſſion ; and I waited not long efote'! 
«© had an anſwer. | 8 5 
This correſpondence, which on my part at 
6 firſt turned upon principles of friendſhip and 
« gratitude, ſoon changed its object. There 
s appeared ſo much fincerity and attachment 
6“ to me, in Necolane's letters, that I ſoon an- 
«© ſwered them with the moſt grateful returns. 
When the accuſtomed hour of hearing 
« from her was elapſed, I languiſhed and was 
„ oppreſſed. with the moſt cruel inquietudes, 
J had not yet known what love was, but I 
« did not long remain without being ſenſible 
that it began to reign in my heart. I could 
«© not any longer live without Necolane: her 
« idea accompanied me every where; even in 
<« ſleep ſhe employed my thoughts: an arden 
e defire of ſeeing her; of fpeaking to her, an 
of aſſuring her of the violence of my paſſion, 
'« agitated me to the laſt degree. I every day 
« imagined means as new as extraordinary to 
« ſee her: my converfation with the dwarf 
<< ever turned upon this ſubject; and as he kept 
« the keys of her apartment, there was not any 
“ thing in appearance more eaſy than an inter- 
„ view with her; but yet one obſtacle interpo- 
e ſed it: the place where ſhe was ſhut up, was 
in a gallery, at the end of which was the 
« queen's apartment; and it was impoflible to 
„ viſit Necolane, without going through a room 
in which the queen generally was. If Albi- 
6 neil had been accuſtomed to walk out, as ſhe 


formerly 
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« formerly did, the enterprize had been eaſier, -. 
| <« but of late ſhe had conſtantly kept her apart- 
„ment. I was in deſpair at this obſtacle, and 
« every moment formed different projects for 
« attaining the deſired end. 
« You fee, Creſegol, how I ſtood in reſpect to 
« my adventure with this amiable maid. 
«© When the queen declared her laſt ſentiments, 

ce the ſtorm, which was preparing to thunder 
% upon my head, threw me into thoſe irreſolu- 
cc 
«c 
«c 


tions, of which I have drawn you an imper- 
« fe ſketch. The deſire of converſing with 
Necolane had only been interrupted by the 
<«. cruel ſtate, to which I am likely to be redu- 
© ced. The more unfortunate I found myſelf, 
« the more earneſt I was to ſee this charming 
„ girl, and get her advice in the preſent eriti- 
« cal conjunture. The time prefled : I durft 
not go to inform the dwarf of a new ſcheme 
« I had projeRted for converſing with Necolane. 
* Thus embarraſſed, I recollected the affiduous - 
„ perſon waiting at the door of my ſalon : with 
„one hand I made a ſign for him to enter, and 
with the other to be cautious in doing it. 
« For facilitating his entrance, I left my door 
La jar, and advancing to the end of the gallery, 
„ where my attendants were in waiting, I 
„ open'd the window and called for a bow. 
My attendants came around me, and I killed 
a bird which chance threw in my way; and 
4 thus I had given time to my unknown to en- 
* ter without being ſeen: I returned, and there 
found him waiting for me, | 
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„„ Follow me to my cloſet; ſaid I to him, 
I have ſome objections to the treatiſe of aſtro- 
% nomy you have put into my hands. M 
© man obeyed with an air of ſurprize, which | 
« would have diverted me on any other occa- 
& ſion; but as the people of my chamber re- 
% marked him, I put on a chearful counte- 
© nance, in order to draw him from the inqui- 
© etude into which I had thrown him: he con- 
c feſſed that he believed, I had taken him for 
<< another perſon, and in that opinion was very 

“ near diſcovering himſelf, 

I queſtioned him upon the reaſons which 
c attached him to ſerve one who had no power 
« to reward him. His anſwers, and the man- 
“ ner in which he expreſſed his zeal, ſatisfied 
© me, and gave me a very good opinion of 
& him. He had been long an officer in the 
army; and having innocently diſpleaſed his 

„ ſuperior, had been ſo ill treated that in his 

<< paſſion he challenged him to ſingle combat. 

The chief had made complaint of it at court: 

< the prefect, who never pardons faults in ſu- 

<« bordinates, broke the officer, who felt it the 

c“ more ſenſibly, as he had no other means of 

« ſupport, - and had come to court to implore 


< for anſwer, that his audacity was great, in da- 
« ring to appear, aſter committing ſuch an offence. 
« The unfortunate Dearchealb, which is his 
«© name, not knowing what would be his fate; 
“ had determined to attend me, in hopes I 


6 his recital by aſſuring me, that he thought 
| | ce himſelf 


the prefect's clemency ; but he only received 


« would find him ſome employ. He finiſhed. 
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himſelf happy in being noticed by me ; and 
concluded in ſwearing, that he would hazard 


his laſt breath to ſerve me. 7 
& I no longer doubted his ſincerity, and de- 


termined to put ſome confidence in him; and 


firſt told him, that I would give him a con- 
vincing proof of the truſt I repoſed in him: 
I have a letter, ſays I, that muſt be delivered 
to one of the queen's ladies, I have my rea- 
ſons for her majeſty's not being acquainted 
with it. Go from hence, into the apart- 
ment of this princeſs ; you will find a dwarf 
there; approach him in ſuch a manner, that 
he may take notice of you: then look ſted- 
faſtly at him; raiſe your left hand to your 
mouth, and let your handkerchief fall as by 
accident; take care that my letter be incloſed 
in it: the dwarf will take it up, and put it 

into his pocket. You muſt wait till he goes 
into the queen's apartment, then return and 
inform me how you have executed your - 
commiſſion. _ bt. eine 

* Dearchealb aſſured me he would in every 
reſpect follow my orders, and immediately 


diſappeared, 


&« He made a quick return, having executed 
my commiſſion, and gave me hopes of an 
immediate anſwer. I had wrote for him to 
meet and introduce me to Necolane, under a 
diſguiſe which I had deſcribed. Return, faid 


56 I to the officer, attend in the antichamber, 


cc 
cc 


5 you are ſtruck upon the arm return to me, 


and near the queen's apartment. Let your 
pockec be open to receive a letter ; and when 


66 I had 
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] had reaſon to be as well ſatisfied from the 


« ſecond meſſage as the firſt, - Dearchea/b 
brought me an anſwer from the dwarf in the 
following terms. | 
The queen hath been ſhut up with Neco- 
jane almoſt three hours. She hath given or- 
& ders, that this be kept ſecret. The daughter 
_ © of the prefe& is come to be introduced; The 
„queen has appeared with an air of diſtraction 
ever ſince your Jaſt viſit. This is all I dare 
% ſay, fir, I fear being ſurprized. There ſeems 
<< to be here more diffidence than ever. You 
are often the ſubje& of diſcourſe. Order is 
given, that your arrival be declared the mo- 
ment you come. I am charged with that 
*. commiſion. Forget not to burn this billet, 
4 — Sir, I have many things to inform you 
„ I knew not what to think of the dwarf's 
“ epiſtle. This interview of the queen and 
Mecolaus ſurprized me. The daughter of the 
„ prefect, who made the third, equally per- 
' +6 plexed me. He had many things to write, 
„The uncertainty of my fate was horrid, — 
„The next. moment might bring on my de- 
„ ſtruction, I was obliged to attend the 
“ queen; —ſhe expected me, but I knew not 
„ on what to determine. | 

« My emiſſary reſpectfully waited for new 
& orders; I had not then any to give him. If 
«Thad believed it prudent, r ſhould have 
© confided to him my pains and my embarraſs- 

„ment. He diſcovered my uneaſineſs, and 


ic uſed efforts to engage my further confidence, I 


„ rewarded 


— 


. 5 
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a 
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& rewarded and diſmiſſed him. It was with 
6 3 made him receive this gratifica?- 
« tion. demanded permiſſion ſtill to con- I 
* tinue in my antichamber, and I granted it 
« with pleaſure. | 

& In the mean time, the hour in which I 
8 1 to have waited on the queen, elapſed; 
& and ] could willingly have diſpenſed with the 
« viſit. It is true, that the hope of finding 
&« Necolane there, was ſufficient to Engage me, 
« if I could have flattered myſelf that I ſhould 
ec be able to find her alone; but Thad no rea- 
t ſon to expect it. The laſt converſation I had 
« with Albinell and her menaces, permitted me 
« not to believe that ſhe would ſpare me. I 
had always in my mind her laſt words, which 
„ threw a doubt on my birth. During theſe 
« fearful doubts, a gentleman from the queen 
«© came to tell me that her majeſty expected 
e me, and that ſhe was ſurprized at the delay 
of my viſit ; I anſwered coldly, that an in- 
“ voluntary fleep had hindered me, but would 
„ that inſtant obey her orders. After the 
% queen's gentleman ' was gone, I invoked 
« heaven to give me. courage to ſuſtain the 
conflicts in which I was going to engage, and R 
« went from my apartment much more tran- 
& quil; but had ſcarce three perſons in m 
&« train. As ] paſſed, I ſaw Dearchealb, which 
« as fome comfort to me. In entering the 
& queen's apartment, I could not avoid tremb- 
« ling, and remarked, that there was à greater 
court than uſual, I feigned not to obſerve 
it. The dwarf in opening the door of the 
. * princeſs s | | 
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* princeſs's apartment, ſaid, in a low voice, 
** diflemble, fir, promiſe every thing or you 
* are.loſt, I was terrified at this hint, and re- 
5 ſolved to make a proper uſe of it. 

I was left alone, but quickly the door of 
«© the ſalon opened, and Necelane entered. No 
< ſooner did I ſee her, than I flew to her with 
„ rapture. She was more beautiful than the 
day. Do ] then ſee you again, my charm- 
ing maid ! cried I, preſſing her hand: By 
„ what happy hazard do I enjoy ſo precious a 
«© moment ! A circumſpet ſign, that ſhe 
% made, gave me occaſion to think that we 
were either heard, or that ſhe had ſecrete 
<< reaſons for acting thus, I was extremely em- 
© barraſſed, and wiſhed for her anſwer, that 
** by it I might regulate my conduct; but 
* a certain inquietude, which I read in her 
% eyes, made me imagine, that ſhe was com- 
© miſſioned to ſay ſome diſagreeable things to 
me. | After having caſt a miſterious look to- 
2 e the queen's cloſet, ſhe ſighed and 
« ſaid: :. 1 NN 
Lou are aſtoniſhed, Sir, at ſeeing me, 
and I ſhould not have been leſs ſo, but that 
I knew I ſhould find you here. The Queen 
has ſent me, and is deſirous of making uſe 
* of the influence ſhe ſuppoſes I have over 
% your majeſty, to make you comply with her 
intentions. However ſmall the hope I have 
< of ſucceeding, yet I obey, but ſhall not Sir, 
* endeavour to lead you to that duty you owe 
I the. queen, by any other conſiderations, 


e than thoſe of your obligations to het; though 


on 
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on your compliance alone, my life depends. 


Your anſwer, Sir, will determine my fate, 
poiſon or a poignard attend me: The ſen- 
tence is pronounced. Think, O Tanidan, 
(in tears, throwing herſelf at my fret) if the 
inclination for you, with which J am ac- 
cuſed, merits the loſs of life? A moment 
decides it. You are my [uiges our ſen- 
tence will be without appeal, Juſt heaven, 
cried this charming maid, with the greateſ 
grief, pardon the horror with which I view 
my fate. Take pity of my youth and of my 
innocence ! you know my crime. I love, 
tis true; and I cannot difavow it ; In vain 
ſhould I deny it; but if you have permitted 
it, why do you puniſh me? O father of 
light! Eternal principle of all things | You 
I implore : Be propitious to me in this fatal 
moment; Touch the heart of the prince, 
at whoſe feet I am, and permit me not to be 
the victim of the moſt innocent love, nor 
ſuffer me to fall into the frightful horrors of 

the tomb "2 


9 


« Necolane in pronouncing theſe laſt words 


pow pale, a moment after, ſhe became 
enſeleſs, and fell at my feet, What a 
ſight, great God ! It drew tears from me. 


Any conſideration whatever, had not been 
capable of * D them. Come to me, 
Te 


my dear Necolane, I cried, in raiſing her, and 
holding her in my arms; Seg' my grief. If 
the ſacrifice of my own lift would preſerve - 
yours, believe me I would not heſitate, I 
am ready to ſubmit, even to the moſt rigoroug 


, ** terms, 
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& terms. Is it poſſible you could doubt the 
& fentiments with which you have inſpired me: 
« Or that I could a moment refuſe any thing 
« you. requeſt? Oh, how little do you know 
& me l. The door of the cloſet, which this 
c fatal moment opened, preſented the queen 
c to my view, and froze both my words and 
& heart. I. caſt down my eyes and became 
C immoveable. Scarce could I hinder the in- 
. £6 animated body of Necolane from falling rude- 
„ ly on the floor. A carpet, which was under 
«© my feet, received the precious depoſit. It 
« was with the greateſt difficulty I ſupport- 
ec ed myſelf, A general tremor had ſeized me. 
„„ The Queen had ſtopped and looked ſtedfaſtly 
at me, with fury painted in her countenance, 
& and ſeemed only to wait the meeting my eyes, 
& to exclaim with the greateſt violence. I 
« this moment could have wiſhed myſelf in . 
the center of the earth, or that the thunders 
c of heaven had ſtruck me. Judge by this, 
« Craſegal, of the frightful ' fate in which J 
c was. | 1488251 * 
„ Behold here, the fine object of the tender 
« affection of the king of Gaul ! cried the 
&« queen, ironically, viewing me with a ſevere 
c and .incenſed air: I am not no ſurpriſed, 
« continued ſhe, with a malicious ſmile, at his 
WAS elevated manner of thinkin Coward tis 
& evident what is the cauſe of thy refuſal, and 
6 of the ſcorn with which thou baſt received 
« my affection. Go, thou deſerveſt to be left 
« to thy own. inclination, and-that,inflead, of a 
« „ give eee 
; if y 
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ſhepherdeſs to feed ſheep leſs ſtupid than 
thyſelf. Un able ſimplicity ! Frightful 

lowneſs of ſentiments ! Is it poſfible, that it 
can find acceſs in the palaces of kings ? 
Why do you deſcend from the noble actions 
which of late declared you a man, a Gaul, 


a hero? ls it thus appears your averſion for 
a ſex, by you declared to be the rock of glory, 


and the tomb of true grandeur ? 'Certainly, 


theſe great maxims are much degenerated, 


or they were not well imprinted, fince they 
are vaniſhed at the fight of ſo inconſiderable 
an object. Poor prince] I pity you, purſued 
ſhe, aſſuming a ſweeter tone of voice, being 
pethaps ſoftened at the fight of the ſtate to 
which ſhe had reduced me. Lou deftr 
yourſelf, you are in danger, and yet refuſt 
flu y remedies. In the name of Phebus, 
open thy eyes. See the precipice, and be not 
ſuch an enemy to thyſelf as to fall into it. 
If, by an unpardonable weakneſs, you have 
not courage to preſerve yourſelf, accept a 
firm hand, which will ſuccour and ſupport 
you. 'Iwiſh not to exact a confeſſion, which 
may give pain, or to which thou may'ſt be 
too averſe; I am certain I ſhall one day merit 
more, in the mean time, ſuffer me to be 


watchtul for thy preſervation, for thy gran- 
deur and for thy glory. Thy fortune is the 
work of a queen, who has ſacrificed all, 
even to her honour, for procuring it thee : 
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e her words, but the advice of the dwarf made 
ame conceal my horror. Sign, repeated the 


cc 
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for thyſelf, and, which I would not make any 
other uſe of than for maintaining to thee a 


« crown, which is on the eve of being ſnatched 


from thee ? 

During this lively and preſſing exhortation, 
Necolane recovered. She trembled on per- 
ceiving the queen, and I thought would have 
fainted a ſecond time; but a ſign of favour 


from the princeſs gave her courage. More 


intereſted in her ſafety than my own, I with 
eagerneſs ſwore to Albinell, that I would 
hereafter ſubmit to all that ſhe ſhould exact 


of me, Scarce had I given theſe political 


marks of my obedience, than my mother 
reaſſumed a ſerene and ſatisfied air, and 


promiſed, that ſhe would ſoon convince me 


how dear I was to her. Necolane felt the ef- 


fects of this good humour. The queen bad 
her riſe, and promiſed to reward her in ſuch 
a manner, that ſhe ſhould ſoon forget all paſt 
uneaſmeſs. After theſe aſſurances, ſhe order- 
ed her to retire, having firſt commanded her 
to keep ſecret. what had paſſed. As ſoon as 


this charming maid was gone, the queen led 


me into her cloſet, and in ſhewing me a 
plan wrote by herſelf, ſee the project, ſaid ſhe, 
of your eſtabliſhment upon the throne, and 
the changes that are near: It is as before 


communicated to you; and ready for fign- 


ing and putting in execution. I trembled at 


queen, with an abſolute voice; do your 
weakneſſes yet trouble you, or have you al- 
7 6 ready 


Dr 


* 
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4 ready fo ur agreement. This ſpeech + 
« grantor =_—_ 2 Albinell, that I was 
% ready to obey, if ſhe would grant me one 
& fayour, which on explaining to her, ſhe took 
« pen, and effaced one name, and then 1 
„ ſigned. det 

Croſegol, in ſurprize, begged the prince to ex- 
plain the article of grace, which had been 
granted. It is eaſy to divine”, replied Tani- 
dan: it was only to preſerve your life, which 
& I would not riſque”. . The — high- 
ly ſenſible of this proof of his pupil's Affection, 
thanked him in the moſt lively terms, and in- 
treated him to proceed. | 
„On ſigning the proſeription“, continued 
Tanidan, ** the queen embraced me: be tran- 
&« quil, faid ſhe, I ſhall put my projects in ex- 
“ ecution, and prevent any riſque. The time 
of your being at age is that which I have fix- 
ed for ſtriking theſe great ſtrokes. The ge- 
© neral aſſembly of the ſtates will be our ſecu- 
&© rity: in the mean time, my intention is to 
* feign an accommodation with the prefect, 
55 careſs all bis creatures, and ſeem entirely to | 
have forgot every thing that is paſs'd. De- . 
mand not of me any farther ; I ſhall reſerve 
to myſclf the executive part: you will judge 
„ of it from the throne, where you will then 
© be ſecurely ſeated. It is ſufficient for you, 
to know at preſent, that I watch for your 
& preſervation, and that even the daughter of * 
© the prefect, is one of the firſt movers of the 
& revolution that I meditate. After theſe words, 
the queen ſaid to me that ſhe expected the 
bd D ._ prefect, h 
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<< prefe&, therefore I muſt retire : you will not 
& come hereafter, added ſhe, but when l ſend 
© for you; it is of the utmoſt: conſequence : 
« we muſt take away all cauſe of ſuſpicion. 
<< Beſides, you may ſometimes come, when I | 
& ſhall be engaged with people, by whom you 
«© ought not to be ſeen. The queen after theſe 
& words, tenderly careſſed me, and J left her. | 
In going from her apartment, the dwarf | 
t accoſted me, and with figns, and a low voice, | 
« expreſſed his rapture at ſeeing me ſafe, I left 
„ him, and determined, on Reflection, to 
& put myſelf under your direction, but not fin- 
ding you, my embarraſſment encreaſed, and 
% wrote to know in what manner I ought to 
« at, My ſituation requires ſpeedy relief, as 
cc the leaſt delay may deſtroy us. Speak quick, 
© my beſt ſubject and friend, for on your coun- |, 
ce cil my fate depends. | 
% What an abyſs of deceit and Horrors,” 
cried Croſegol; ** juſt heaven, enlighten me, 
« and permit me to ſave my ſovereign from 
* impending ruin.” | | 
Aſter theſe words, ſpoke in the moſt fervent 
manner, the governor fell into a profound reſ- 
very; he after ſome time, deſired Tanidan to 
leave the whole to him; that he would uſe his 
utmoſt endeavours to confound his enemies, 
and to render abortive the frightful projects 
which the queen had formed 
The governor took much pains to find out 
the motives of the queen's extraordinary con- 
duct. He diſcovered by means too long to par- 
ticularize, that ambition was the main ring of 
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t her actions, and that ſhe would ſacrifice all to 


finiſh her plan, which was ro reign done. 
. The recital of his pupil, had given him reaſon 
: to ſuſpect Necolane of the moſt artfu! manzge- 
[ ment; her love for the prince, the queen's 
1 anger at diſcovering itz the whole appear'd to 
e him as ſo many political ſchem and ſuvrerfuges 
of the princeſs. Prepoſſeſſed with th s opinion, he 
f | examined minutely the actions cf Necolane, and 
* queſtioned Tanidan again on this ſubject, and 
t alſo upon his right to the throne, to which the 
) queen not only dared to make doubtful, but of 
bs which ſhe even yet pretended to be the arbitreſs: 
d he judged from all theſe circumſtances, that 
J Necolane was entirely the queen's creature, and 
8 concluded, that if he could gain her, it would 
4 not be difficult to ſap the foundation of this 
» monſtrous edifice, 

No ſooner had he conceived this deſign, than. 
ot | he laboured to render 'it effectual: Dearchealb, 
, on account of the affection he had manifeſted 
1 for the prince, was choſen for their ſecret inſtru- 

ment in this affair; Croſegol was more diſcreet 
it than to appear in it: a third perſon ſeem'd more 
2 . that in caſe of ill ſucceſs, he might 
0 diſavow it. | a | 
s WH Dearchealb was very little known at court, and 
A not in a ſituation to be ſuſpected; his inſtructions 
8 were to found Necolane, and his method was as 

ingenious as it was flattering to this lady, he de- 
t fired admittance, pretending to communicate 
„ ſomething which particularly regarded her; this 
on raifed her 2 and ſhe ordered him to be pri- 


f vately introduced into her cloſet, where he told 
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her that by accident he was in the labyrinth, 
where he heard a converſation between Tanidax 
and his governor, of which ſhe was the ſubjeQ ; 
this appeared too intereſting for Necolane not to 
redouble her attention, ſhe was impatient to 
know more, which was evident from the flatter- 
ing manner in which ſhe thanked Dearchealb ; 
the emiſſary was adroit enough to make himſelf 
believed, and compoſed a very artful prologue 
to his play. | 
He began by exacting the moſt profound ſe- 
crecy, and by aſſuring her, that the leaſt indiſ- 
cretion would ruin them; by theſe ſeemin 
fears he rendered the confidence ſerious, = 
gave it an air of the utmoſt importance; Necolane 
ell eaſily into the ſnare, vanity made her cre- 
dulous, and ſhe adopted with facility whatever 
flattered her. a 
The artful negociator began his recital, and 
pretended that the converſation between the 
king and his governor, turned upon this prince's 
love for Necolane, of which he was informing 
Croſegol, as a man whom he regarded, leſs as a 
Mentor than as a friend; ſcarce had Necelane 
heard theſe words, than ſhe interrupted him 
with vivacity, to aſk how the governor had re- 
ceived this information, and if the prince had 
diſcovered to him that ſhe knew it ; this was 
what Croſegol's agent expected; in anſwer to 
the firſt queſtion, he aſſured her, that the gover- 
nor had not ſhewn the leaſt diſlike to it; and 
« a convincing proof, that he partakes of the 
« prince's confidence,” ſaid he, © is, that he 
« entered minutely into the detail of the com · 
a | 66 merce, 
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« merce, that Tanidan acknowledged to have 
« held with you:“ This laſt r A 
Necolane, and ſerved as a proof that Dearchealb 
had not impoſed on her from his knowledge of 
4 ſecret which could not be communicated to 
him but by the prince, or herſelf, and inclined 
her to place a confidence in him ; ſhe did not 
in the mean time ſuffer her purpoſe to appear, 
but contented herſelf with liſtening to him with 
an attention that manifeſted how much this re- 
cital pleaſed her. MNecelane loved the prince, 
ſhe was ambitious, this contributed greatly to 
make her blindly believe all that was ſaid. 

The agent enriched the diſcourſe with every 
thing that could raiſe her hopes; he painted the 
prince as the moſt amorous of men, and then 
ſpoke of the diſlike the queen had to the ob- 
ject of his paſſion, and made further mention of 
the complaints that the king made to his gover- 
nor of the queen's injuſtice, which went ſo far 
as to exact of him that he ſhould ſcorn a lady, 
without whom he could not live. GCreſegel, 
according to the recital of Dearchealb, had ap- 
peared at firſt to oppoſe the prince's inclination 
for her, and had laid down ſome general rules 
for ſuppreſſing it, but the prince had by dint of 
reaſoning gained the conſent and approbation of 
his maſter, who, at laſt, acknowledged he was 
ſatisfied with the lady's conduct, and faid it me- 
rited reward, Dearchealb added, that this con- 
deſcenſion had greatly pleaſed the prince, who 
declared he would at the time he became of age 
ſhew to the uviverſe how much he would do 25 | 
Necolane ; but that more he could not tell, be- 
| | D 3 cauſe 
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cauſe the governor had roſe, at that inſtant, and 
propoſed to the king to walk ; which had hin- 
dered the agent, according to the ſuppoſition 
from hearing farther. 

Necolane, whom this relation greatly intereſt- 
ed, was vexed at the accident which had given 
occaſion to the interruption. She demanded 
of Dearchealb, if he could not poſſibly invent 
ſome method, by which ſhe might have further 
information? The agent of Grojeged, whoſe in- 
ſtructions were extenſive, anſwered, that he 
believed the thing was not impoſſible, as the 
prince and the governor walked every Bane 
in the labyrinth, and that to hear their diſcourſe 
he could again watch in the ſame place; but he 
added, the riſque was great, and, if ſurpriſed 
in ſuch an act. immediate death, or impalement, 
would be his fate. Necol/ane made no anſwer to 
his objections, but for ſome time ſeemed wrapt 
- up. in thought, and, at laſt, demanded of Dear- 
chealb, it the might confide in him? and affured 
him, that if he would ſtrive to promote her in- 
tereſts, ſhe would make his fortune; and till 
that was in her power would take care of him. 
Dearcheaib received this propoſal as a man, who 
is only hindered by fear, and afterwards inſenſi · 
bly permitted himſelf to be ſeduced. The 
more we pay for a pleaſure, and the greater the 
difficulty in obtaining it, the more — it be- 
comes. Necolane believing the had fully gained 
her emiſlary, was greatly pleaſed : She deferred 
being more explicit, till the following day; 
when ſne intended to propoſe to him a projet 
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ſhe ſaid, would fully ſatisfy her curioſity, and 
not in the leaſt expoſe her. 
When this converſation was ended, Dear- 
chealb rendered an account of it to Creſegol, 
who appeared ſatisfied, and judged by the re- 
lation that it would not be very difficult to gain 
his ends, He waited for the ſecond interview to - 
decide more certainly : It was much more in- 
tereſting than the firſt, Necolane's vanity was 
flattered by what had paſſed, ſhe ſpent the night 
in planning ſchemes of future grandeur, and at 
ſun riſe ſent for Dearchealb, and told him ſhe 
wiſhed for ſome further confirmation of the 
prince's regard for her, that ſhe would go her- 
ſelf to the labyrinth, and charged him to pro- 
vice her a man's habit, for ſhe would be ready 
at the time proper to put her deſign. in execu- 
tion, | 
When Creſego! was informed of her project, 
he inſtructed Tanidan in what manner he ſhould 
begin the diſcourſe which Necolane was to hear. 
His plan was that the king ſhould continue the 
converſation in the fame manner as fuppoſed. in 
the foregoing evening, and for his part he ſhould 
oppoſe the reaſons given by the prince, and at- 
tempt to expel his predominant paſſion, or at leaſt 
to engage the prince to conceal it from Necolane, 
in the fear, as he ſhould ſuppoſe, that ſhe was too 
much attached to the queen, and that he could 
not place any confidence in her. They further 
determined, for obliging her to diſcover herſelf, 
to ſuppoſe in the converſation ſhe aQed in every 
thing as the queen directed, and with a view of 
knowing the ſecrets of her ſon, whom ſhe did 
_— D 4 1 75 not. 
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not love. Tanidan, at this diſcourſe was to take 
tne part of Necolaue, and anſwer for her pro- 


bity, and for her inclination for him ; to which 
the governor was then to add, that if he could 
be well aſſured of it, he ſhould never object to, 
but with all his heart promote her union with 
the prince, It was further concluded to make 
the thing appear more probable, that the gover- 
nor ſhould declare himſelf fo well affected to the 
prince's good fortune, and fo attached to the 
intereſts of Necolane, (whom he ſhould find 
worthy of the higheſt rank) that he ſhould offer 


his credit for being the happy inſtrument; 
provided, he ſhould yet repeat, that he had po- 


ſitive aſſurances of her diſcretion, and of the 


confidence he ought to place in her integrity. 


The king perceived not at firſt the ſtreſs of 


this del but deſired his governor to explain 
to him whatever he wiſhed ſhould be the re- 
ſult of it. Ambition reigns as much in the 
heart of Necolane as love”, replied Creoſegal : 


*« The attempt ſhe intends to make for being 
” 8 with your thoughts, and your 
s deſigns with regard to her, are very certain 
« proofs of it, in feigning to doubt of her diſ- 


«© cretion, or her probity, we alarm her hopes. 


One of two things will happen, either ſhe 
« wilF make herſelf known, or ſhe will over- 


rule herſelf, If ſhe makes herſelf known, my 


4% project will take place, becauſe all theſe me- 
1% thods are only uſed for finding the ſeeret 
« means of amuſing, and gaining her, 
« without which we run the riſque of being 
« diſcovered too ſoon. If the empire ſhe has 

| over 
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ce over herſelf is powerful enough to reſtrain her 
« at that moment, reflection will certainly 
© make her give us news of her before the 
ce end of the day. Either way will be equally 
«© advantageous to us. A converſation of two - 
{© hours will make her of our party. She loves 
« you, Tanidan, and ſhe is ambitious : one of 
< theſe motives will induce her to difcover the 
«© myſteries of the queen: I will anſwer for the 
«© whole: Theſe monſtrous and unheard of 
« projects of which you have ſpoken will be 
« diflipated without ſhedding of blood. The 
6 prefect will return to his original nothing: 
« Albinell will find herſelf happy, though con- 
« demned to adorn the temple of the queens : 
« A council compoſed of true ſubjects, wh 
« will preferve your authority untill you are ai 
t“ age, will place things in their natural order: 
«c See the plan, Sir, upon which I am going te 
% labour, and hope to accompliſh.” 

The prince highly approved his governor's 
project, and wiſhed impatiently for the hour 
uſually ſet apart for walking. He always fear- 
ed that the diffident and ſuſpicious temper of the 
queen would prevent the juſt defence they were 
obliged to oppoſe to, her ſecret machinations, 
but as to Necolan- ſhe gave into all the ſnares 
that were laid for her. The hope of one day 
being queen flattered her ſo much that ſhe threw 
off her mask of diſguiſe, and willingly ſacrificed 
Abinell her queen and benefactreſs, by revealing: 
all her ſecrets. Tanidan and Crojeget were 
ſtruck with horror at the frightful relation they 
received from Necolane. They learned that 
TX D 5 the 
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the queen, ſince her inſtallation to the throne, 
uſed both ſword and poiſon to free herſelf from 
thoſe who were obſtacles to her ambition. Two 
miniſters ſucceſſively had loſt their lives, be- 
cauſe their integrity, during the reign of the 
deceaſed king, had obſtructed her deſigns. Even 
che prefect her favourite only owed his life to 
his profound diffidence. As Albinell and he 
knew each other, they were reciprocally upon 
their guard. She had formed ſeveral projects 
for overthrowing him, but the fear of failing, 
and of giving him an advantage over her, had 
I N her from executing them with ſuc- 
ce 1 


Necolane in the end revealed what related to 


the prince. The queen loved him to diftraction, 


and carried the extravagance of this paſſion ſo 
far as to pretend to unite herſelf to him by 
ties as extraordinary as illegitimate, with the 
reſolution of deſtroying him, if ſhe could not 
prevail; ſhe was provided with infallible means, 
three of her truſty creatures, who were of the 
higheſt rank, and who were to enjoy as a re- 
compence for their crimes the firſt places, were 
to depoſe in full council that Tanidan had been 
changed by his nurſe, and put in the place of 
the legitimate heir, who was dead; This cheat 
was ſo well deſigned, that it would be almoſt 
impoſſible for it to miſcarry, or, at leaſt, not to 
throw very great doubts upon the birth of the 
igting prince. n 

he queen in the mean time reſerved this 
horrid project as the laſt reſource, and, in this 
cafe, ſhe flattered herſelf with ſtill retaining the 
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reins of government ; as the prince, whom ſhe 
intended as ſucceſſor to the throne, was very 

oung, which made her incline much on the 
Lie of Jelivot; this was the name of him who 
was to ſucceed Tanidan. | 1 
The praiſes that the king and Craſegel gave 
to Necolane on her frankneſs flattered her, and 
induced her to make an ingenuous confeſſion, 
that her impriſonment was an artifice, and that 
Albinell had recourſe to this ſtratagem to engage 


pr mg to place a confidence in her, that ſhe 


might by that means penetrate his ſecrets in 
caſe he dared to oppoſe her will; this young 
lady then readily agreed to the, queen's ſchemes, 
becauſe ſhe felt nor the leaſt tenderneſs for the 
king ; but ſhe proteſted that after her heart had- 
been prepoſſeſſed in his favour, ſhe had ſeveral 
times thought of making a ' diſcovery of t 
whole, ad aſſured the prince that the fear of 
injuring herſe]f in his opinion was the only 
cauſe that prevented her, NP and 
After this declaration Creſegol asked her what 
conduct the queen propoſed to purſue for the 
future, and if ſhe had intruſted her with the 


knowledge of the time in which ſhe intended 


to execute the horrid plan of proſctiption, which 
the prince had ſigned. Necolane appeared aſto- 
niſhed at this queſtion, ſhe aſſured him th 
ſhe was abſolutely ignorant of the plan, and its 
contents, and appeared greatly ſhocked at this 
news, judging, the ſaid, that as the queen had 
etnealed this important affair from her, ſhe 
was become ſuſpected, . and conſequently loft, 
Tanidan, who ſaw bet ſincerity by her tears and 

- - D6 | timidity, 
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timidity, promiſed to protect and ſhelter her 
from whatever might happen. _ | 
Croſegel joined with him in endeavouring to 
calm her fears. He adviſed her, in the mean 
time, not to give any cauſe of ſuſpicion to Al- 
binell, to behave as uſual, and to appoint the 
queen's dwarf to give them advice of any thing 
of importance which ſhould happen. She had 
long known the dwarf, it was to her he owed 
his little fortune, and ſhe was certain of his 
being entirely devoted to her. Dearchealh was 
by the prince's order to be always at the door of 
the queen's apartment, that he might be ready 
at all times to receive advice from the dwarf; 
after theſe regulations they ſeverally retired. 
The high prieſt was uncle to Creſegol, and 
| . £118. not a little to promote his plan, he 
wrote to the exiled courtiers, and told them of 
the long wiſhed for opportunity of exertin 
4hemſelves. The greater part of them ha 
troops, or dependants, the temple was exten- 
'hive, and within this ſacred edifice they were 
received and concealed, where he ſhewed them 
the king's orders, harangued them, and obtain- 
ed from them an oath, by which they en- 
gaged to periſh rather than abandon their ſove- 
reign. 1 bog | 
| "Croſegol, at that time, only propoſed to pull 
down a deteſted miniſter, whom he could 
prove a traitor to his prince and country. 
While theſe things were tranſacting, Necolane 
was not idle, ſhe took the advantage of a mo- 
ment, in which the queen was abſent from her 
cabinet, to make new diſcoveries; it * 
, | "> 
* 


Woman Hara. 6 
happened that Abinel! had forgot a key, 
—— to be important from the care ſhe took 
of it. Necolane opened the little cabinet it be- 
longed to. The firſt thing ſhe found was the 
plan of the proſcription, ſhe ſeized-it, and with 
a piercing eye ran it over, but what was het 


— * to find herſelf marked as one of the 
fir 


condemned to periſn; her hair ſtood erect, 


with horror. A terrible agitation ſucceeded. 


She for ſome moments had no reſolution, the 
fatal plan dropped from her trembling hands, 
and a little billet falling out of it, afforded 
freſh cauſe for aſtoniſhment. She there ſaw an 
act ſigned by Tanidan's nurſe,” and ſeveral wits 


neſſes, by which it was teſtified that the prince, 


who had been intruſted to her care, died ſome 
months after | ſhe received him, by this it ap- 


| peared the young king was only a ſuppoſititious 


prince, on the back of this act was added a con- 
firmation of the ſame teſtimony of a later date, 
the nurſe, when dying, avowed that Tanidan 
was her ſon, and. that he was falſly ſubſtituted 
in the place of the true prince during the life 
of the deceaſed king, in the fear of loſing the 
reward. that, was appendent to her charge; this 
declaration was alſo: ſigned by two others, who 
then actually held the firſt rank at court. 

This laſt ſtroke, as horrid as unnatural, 
brought Nece/ane to a determination how to 
act: She ſaw evidently. the impoſture, and re- 
collected that the queen, being one day greatly 
irritated againſt the prince, had told her in con- 
fidence, that if he diſpleaſed her, ſhe would 


make him repent it by means not foreſeen, 


Necolane 


themſelves ready at the firſt ſignal to 8 
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| Neaolane doubted not that this monſtrous artifice 
was the fatal blow intended for the prince, and 


believed this a proper occaſion to prove her regard 
for him, with this deſign ſhe wrote a ſhort bil- 
let, which ſhe wrapt up with the plan, and 
commanded. the dwarf to carry the whole to the 
king, and quick to return with an anſwer. She 
would willingly have executed this important 
commiſſion herſelf ; but to have done this, ſhe 
muſt have croſſed the terraſs in the garden, 
in order to go to the king's apartment, which 
it was forbid on pain of death for any woman 
to paſs. After having given theſe orders, ſhe 
retired into the queen's apartment, where ſhe 
was to remain the for remainder of the week, in 


a a ſtate of mind which is not very difficult to be 


imagined; the pacquet was delivered to the 
prince in the prefence of his governor, who 
were much ſurprized . at 'the horrid contents, 
Tanidan took this opportunity to praiſe the 
ardour of- Necolane, and to make known to his 
governor the deſire he bad of making her a 
| Ay acknowledgment. He preſſed him to 
free her from confinement, and put her into 4 
place of ſafety ; for Necolane in her letter had 
aſſured him, that if the queen perceived the 
theft committed, ſhe would make her ſuffer 
the moſt cruel torments. The requeſt was too 
juſt to be refuſed. Dearchealb was ordered to 
aſſiſt her flight and as ſoon as night came on, to 
conduct her to an intimate friend of Croſegol's. 
The coadjutors had immediate notice to hold 
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their ſchemes for fear the queen een ; 
larmed-with the flight of Nrcalunr. 
What Croſegot had foreſeen happened. The 
on having been informed the | next day that 
rcolane was abſent, turned pale with fear. 
She gave orders immediately to ſearch for, 
and, if poſſible, to ſeize Neolane, Whilſt ſhe 
——k 1 execution of 5 5 agen" the 
whole palace was great! tated; Notwith- 
ſtanding the ſecreey e the dwarf did 
himſelf inform the prince of it. Creſegol heſi- 
tated not a moment what he ſhou F ao; as 
ſoon as night came on the king and he toole 
refuge in the temple, accompanied” by Degar= 
heals, the dwarf, and an eſquire, on whoſe fi- 
delity they could depend. The high-prieſt, at 
the head of the loyal ſubjects, received Tani- 
Jan : A council was immediately held, at which 
the high-prieſt, a ſkilful politician, and a faith 
ful ſubje&, was choſen to prefide, After ſome 
debate, it was determined to inveſt the palace} 
and getting forcible poſſeſſion, they ſhould; itr 
the king's name, demand the queen's ſeeptre, 
and forbid her hereafter to intermeddle in affairs 
of ſtate, and to remain in her apartment, until 
it pleaſed her ſovereign otherwiſe to diſpoſe of 
her. As to the prefect it was reſolved to ar- 
reſt him, and bring him to the temple. 
Whilſt theſe things were doing, the kin 
new council, compoſed of the nobility of 


realm, and of a part of thoſe who had been 
exiled, prepared 'to remove all the creatures of - 
the queen, and the prefect, from their places, 
and to ſubſtitute others in their room. The ders 


« 
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ralds were ready to publiſh: a declaration from 
the king, which commanded his; ſubjects, - on 
pain of death, not to; obſerve any other orders 
than his, and thoſe of his council. The queen, 
who was a ſtranger to the flight of the king, 
intended to confine him in his apartment, un- 
till all her creatures were aſſembled, and then, 


as the firſt act of her tragedy, to aſſaſſinate the 


prefect; his own; daughter had promiſed wh intro- 
duce; the conſpirators on the queen's order. It 
is true, ſne was ignorant of the ſecret inten- 
tions of the queen, who had deluded her into 
a belief that this was done only to ſecure his 
perſon from the fury of the populace. 

The prefect. being thus lopt off, they were 
to ſeize the king, guard the gates of the pa- 
lace, and deſtroy his governor, and all who 
pyere attached; to, him, The queen further in- 
tended to call à council, compoſed of all her 
creatures, and there to diſcloſe her reaſons for 
proceeding to what ſhe called lawful extremi - 
ties. In this general aſſembly the fatal piece 
of the pretended illegitimacy of the prince 
was to be produced: After the examination 
and hearing of witneſſes, was to follow the de- 
pofition of her ſon, and the inſtallation of the 
pretended legitimate heir to the throne. Theſe 
ſchemes were ſo well laid, that ſhe doubted not 
of ſucceſs: She had deſigned the execution of 
them on the day the prince ſhould come of age, 
but, the. flight of Necolane convinced her that 
ſhe could not execute her projects too ſoon, 
one ſecret diſcloſed might unhinge the plot, on 


Which the hazarded her life, | 
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, The captain of the queen's guard had juſt 
left her preſence, with orders to ſtrangle the 
prime miniſter, when Dearchealb, by the aſſiſ- 
tance of the dwarf, got to the door of the queen's 
apartment, One of the guards. would have 
barred the paſſage, but Dearchealb with his ſa- 
bre ſmote him to the ground; the noiſe alarm- 
ed the captain, who returned, and demanded of 
Dearchealb, what could induce him to commit 
ſo bold an action in a place ſacred to majeſty. 
Dearchealb, to avoid the horror of 23 
ſnewed his commiſſion to the captain, who de- 
clared he would obey, if the queen firſt yield- 
ed, Dearchealb agreed, that the captain ſhould 
tell her his buſineſs, but firſt inſiſted that the 
queen's guards ſhould lay down their arms, and 
give place to thoſe who attended him; after a 
ight conteſt the captain went into the queen's 
apartment, On fight of him, ſhe roſe from 
her desk, and called him coward, thinking he 
had not courage to execute her orders againſt 
the prefect, but what was her ſurprize, when 
ſhe learned the cauſe of his quick return, ſhe 
grew pale with anger, and appeared confound- 
ed, but a moment after recovered herſelf, I 
am betrayed,” cried ſhe, and my people re 
© without hearts or reſolution. It is not of a 
** conſequence, admit this inſolent fellow, 1 
„ deſpiſe their malice.” Dearchealb entered, 
and preſented reſpectfully the king's letter. T 
«*« deſpiſe this man's orders,” replied the queen, 
and ſoon will teach him what is due to me, 
and you may tremble at your temerity ; . 
« your life ſhall anſwer for this inſolence.“ 


/ 


her, for ſhe had conducted he 
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After theſe words, Albinell turned from Dear- 
chealb, and left him greatly ſurprized at her 


reſolution. The prefect behaved in a very dif- 


ferent manner, as ſoon as the officer ſhewed the 
king's orders, he diſcovered the greateſt weak- 
neſs; he wept immoderately, and begged for 
mercy, but finding this inſufficient, he in vain 
— to ſeduce the officer by a purſe of 
old. | 
: Theſe affairs were-terminated without trouble 
or tumult. The heralds ſoon proclaimed the 
news, and the people received it with loud ac- 
clamations of joy. As to the queen ſome pitied 
elf with ſo much 

policy that few ſuſpected her guilt, but many 
bore an inveterate hate to the prefect, and attri- 


. buted to him every miſcarriage in ftate affairs. 
They now let looſe their fury againſt YVetubal, 


and ran in crowds to his. houſe, broke it open 
and ſet fire to it, taking vengeance upon his 
effects for his paſt extortions. This done, they 


ran to the temple, and demanded aloud to ſee 


the king. Croſego! cauſed Tanidan to appear 
upon the grand tribunal, a general acclamation 
ſucceeded, and made known how gratezul was 


A general requeſt followed that the prefect 
might be delivered up to be puniſhed by 
them. The king was perplexed at the de- 


mand, and conſuſted the chiefs around him; 


the pe were impa:ient and clamorous, but 
Croſegol undertook to appeaſe them, and call- 
ing out for filence declared that it was ne- 
ceſſary the prefect ſhould be tried according Be 
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the rules of juſtice, in order to extract from 
him the names of ſome perſons concerned in a 
conſpiracy againſt the king; that afterwards he 
ſhould be given up to them with all his adhe- 
rents. - 2 | {ow 
The people were thus calmed, and the king 
and council employed the remainder of the 
day in ſecuring thoſe whom they believed too 
much attached to the queen — her miniſter. 
The number was not ſo great as had been ima- 
gined. Several came to the foot of the throne, 
and (wore allegiance to the king, declaring that 
it was more through fear than inclination that 
they had appeared ſubmiſſive to this miniſter. _ 
Thoſe, who were attached to the queen, aſſiſt- 
ed her in an eſcape ſhe made, diſguiſed in 
the habit of a guard, the following night. 
Creſegol being informed of it, repented the re- 
| ſpect he had ſhewed her, and recommended to 
the council a manly firmnefs, which would 
1 them through every difficulty. 
The queen having abdicated the throne, 
the king took poſſeſſion of it, and the council 
verned with ſo much wiſdom and prudence 
that the change of government was not. pro- 
ductive of any ill conſequences. E 
Croſegol alone enjoyed the leaſt tranquility; 
the precaution with which the queen concealed 
herſelf, covered a deſign, the effects of which 
he could not avoid dreading ; a further reaſon 
he had for chagrin, the king not only perſever- 
ed in his attachment to Nechlune, but was be- 
come a flave to it. His governor had remon- 
ſtrated to him, how hurtful this paſſion might 
C71 * a Ee 
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be to his fame, but he gave little attention to 
theſe remonſtrances. Necolane triumphed ; but 


as ſhe did not long remain ignorant of Groſc- 


go's attempt, ſhe formed a ſecret deſign to re- 
move him, as an obſtacle to her ambition, 
but met with inſurmountable diſficulties. In 
appearance ſhe was all aftabiliggand ſweetneſs 
of temper, and put on all her charms to capti- 
vate ſtill further the heart of the young king. 
In the mean time the council of the regency 
had formed the prefect's arraignment : boy 
found among his papers many more proots 
than were neceſſary to convict him of capital 
crimes, and particularly a treaty, by which he 
had agreed to deliver up the kingdom to the Ro- 
mans, on condition he ſhould enjoy it with the 
title of king for liſe. - | W ee 
Though this was evident, he was allowed 
the priviledge of a fair trial, which was on 
the eve of being terminated: and nothing re- 
mained but to know his accomplices, when an 
event of greater conſequence alarmed the Gauls. 
Tanidan in going to the temple was ſtabbed 
with a poignard by a young man, which put 
his attendants into ſuch a fright, that the aſ- 
ſaſſin made his eſcape. Happily the wound 
was not mortal, though dangerous, and obliged 


the king to keep his bed, where Necolane attend- 


ed, him, and gave ſuch proofs of - tenderneſs, 
that the young monarch often - aſſured. her he 
ardently wiſhed for an opportuniry of giving 
her the moſt diſtinguiſhed marks of his grati- 
tude. Croſegol was too much alarmed at the 


danger of the prince to make any oppolition — 
| | £ I 
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her conduct, but hoped for an opportunity to 
wean the prince of a paſſion indiſcreetly fixed. 

On the morning the prefect was to ſuffer, the 
council learned with great ſurprize that he had 
bribed the guards to aſſiſt in filing off nis irons, 
and to fly with him: ſtrict orders were diſpatch- 
ed to prevent his getting out of the kingdom, 
but theſe precautions were vain; they learnt 
two months after that he had taken ſhelter at 
Rome; and that he would ſoon appear at the 
head of an army, in revenge for the treatment 
lately received, | Week ” 

T he council, to guard againſt his menaces, 
raiſed a numerous army, the king was ſcarce 
recovered, but reſolved in perſon to command 
his troops. In vain, the governor, the council 
and Necolane, oppoſed it. He was deaf to their 
remonſtrances, and before he came of age, con- 
vinced them he would not bear controul. 

The king reviewed his army, and a month 
after joined them upon the frontiers, where he 
was appriſed that Vetubal was approaching. 
Determined to ſtop the progreſs of Vetubal he 
marched on, and at night encamped on the 
ſide of a mountain, but in the morning was in- 
formed by his ſcouts, that the late prefect had 
by favour of the moon, and with a forced march, 
paſſed” the other fide of the mountain. The 
king ordered the tents to be ſtruck, and all 
men to arms, and the light horſe to accompany 
him in purſuit of the foe; his orders were ſoon 
obeyed, but before they could overtake Yetubal, 
he had taken refuge in a frontier town : the 
governor of which, having traiterouſly * 
4 | tne 
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the gates to him. The king enraged at his ill 
fortune, and the perfidy of the governor and 
the inhabitants, determined to lay ſiege to the 
place as ſoon as poſſible, hut an expreſs from 
the rear of his army convinced him he had a 
greater difficulty to ſurmount, for the Roman 
legions were approaching, and even at that 
time- advanced as far as the fide of the moun- 
tain, which he had occupied, for a camp the 
night before, and were beginning to form them- 
ſelves in order of battle. This determined 
the king to call a council of war, where it was 
unanimouſly agreed to engage them. 
Mecolane, who would abſolutely follow the 
king to the army, fainted, when ſhe heard of 
the approaching danger ; after recovering from 
her ſwoon, ſhe endeavoured to perſuade the 
king to retire with her to a neighbouring for- 
treſs till the action was over, Faniden retuſed 
her requeſt with indignation, and in an abſo- 
. , lute tone bid her be filent. Necolane obeyed 
with rage, and attributed every diſagreeable 
thing ſhe met with to Cre/ego!, which confirm- 
ed her in her reſolution of removing him at 
any rate. | : 

In the mean time Vetubal, who judged from 
the motions he ſaw in the king's army, that this 
prince was preparing reſolutely to engage, de- 
termined to uſe all his efforts to ſeduce and 


draw into rebellion ſome of the chiefs of the. 


army. In order to. execute his ſcheme, he 
ſent to Tanidan, and in the name of the Ro- 
mans demanded ſafe paſsports, that he might 
come and ſet on foot a treaty, during which he 

2 thought 
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thought to carry on the ſecret plots he had laid. 


The council of war ſeemed at firſt readily to give 
into the ſnare, but the king, by Croſegol's ad- 
vice oppoſed it, and proteſted, that he would 
not ever treat with the Romans, while they pro- 
tected, and had at their head a rebel ſubject who 
was proſcribed for his crimes. This ſcheme 


fruſtrated, the prefect made ſeveral people un- 


der pretext of deſerting, paſs into the king's 
army, who were charged with letters for thoſe 
whom he believed to be yet his friends ; but this 
did not produce any bad conſequences, except 
to the unfortunate wretches the bearers of thoſe 
letters, whoſe heads elevated on the points of 
pikes, ſhewed to the enemy's army the riſque 
thoſe run who execute ſuch commiſſions, By 
this time, the bulk of the Roman army was ad- 
vanced, and were only ſeparated from the Gauls 
by a little river. The king burned with impa- 
tience to engage, and murmured at the prudent 
precautions of his generals. Creſegol reſtrained 
as much as poſſible this youthful ardour, telling 
him, that moderation and prudence ought to 
accompany valour ; but the the king more at- 


tentive to the motions of the Romans than to the 


precepts of his governor, having perceived a 
detatchment of light horſe file off under favour 
of a column which coveted them, gave the 
reins to his horſe, and cryed out, © it ſhall not 
« be ſaid, that the Romans attacked us,” In 
ſpeaking theſe words, he plunged into the river, 
ſabre in hand, reſolutely determined to paſs it. 
A ſhower of ſtones and arrows, which were 


"aimed at him could not ſtop him. Croſegol, 


Dearchealb, 


* 
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Dearchealb, and all the lords of his court were 
fired with emulation, and were the firſt to fol- 
low their prince, The ſoldiers imitated their 
example, and entered the river with impetuoſity. 
"The enemy were aſtoniſhed at their temerity, 
and made a vigorous oppoſition. Not any thing 
could ſtop the young king: he fought, he forced 
the paſſage, his troops ſeconded him ſo well, 
that the paſs of the river was gained without 
their having loſt more men than the Romans 
who defended it. Scarce had they gained the 
oppoſite bank, when the whole body of the 
Romans fell at once on the Gauls, who had not 
had time to draw up, or to form themſelves, 
The ſhock was as ſudden as terrible. Tanidan, 
gave marks of the higheſt valour; he had 
three horſes killed under him, and had not 
Craſegor fortunately intervened, a cut of a ſabre 
had deſtroyed this growing courage. Dear- 
chealb, had the honour of proving his zeal on 
this occaſion ; he gave him time to retire, by 
the vigorous reſiſtance he made againſt four 
intrepid Romans, hired by the prefect to attack 
the king only. In the mean time, the king had 
not forgot the danger that Dearchealh was in, 
but returned to the charge with freſh troops ; it 
was time; this faithful officer was ready to ſink 
under the ſtrokes of his adverſaries ; there re- 
mained but two, pie were taken priſoners, 
As to the valiant Dearchealb, they believed him 
dead, he was covered with wounds, and the 
quantity of blood he had loſt made them fear, 
but he” recovered, and on the confeſſion of one 
of the priſoners, that Vetubal had ſent ou 
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from a village where he waited the event, to 
kill or take priſoner the king. Dearchealb ad- 
viſed, that a party ſhould be ſent to ſeize 
the wretch. The captain of the great lances 
offered to undertake it. He choſe out twenty _ 
reſolute fellows to affiſt him, and ſeparating 
from the army haſted towards the village. The 
engagement continued by moon light till the 
night was far advanced. During two hours it 
was impoſſible to ſay on which fide victory in- 
clined ; if the Gaul proved by unheard of acts, 
their valour, the Romans did not fall ſhort of 
them, and made the greateſt effotts for conqueſt. 
Four times they were repulſed and their lines 
broke; they as often rallied, and returned to 
the charge. The Roman General ſhewed by 
the — exalted acts of courage how worthy 
he was of command: The king, who had been 
witneſs of it, ſought to engage with him: The 
Roman eſteemed the reſearch as an honour, and 
advanced with drawn ſabre ; but fortune de- 
clared in the king's favour. 

The horfe of the Roman Genera) through 
fatigue and wounds ſunk under him : The king, 
who perceived it in an inſtant, alighted and 
raifed his antagonift from the ground and took 
him priſoner. This action decided the victory; 
the Romans gave way, and endeavoured to ſave 
themſelves by flight. The enraged Gault gave 
them no quarter, and aboye thirty thouſand 
Romians ſlain on the field, proved that the vic - 
tory was compleat. The king, after having a 
light wound dreſſed, went himſelf over the 
held'attended. by the ſurgeons, and did every 
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thing in his power to relieve the wounded ; he 
ordered great fires to be lighted, and part of the 
army flept under arms, while the reft kept 
watch; but he paſſed the reſidue of the night 
with his generals ſeated round a fire; and at 
break of day went through the camp, gave or- 
ders for the laſt duties to be rendered the dead, 
and aſſiſted at them with ſo much piety, and 
ſhed ſo many tears for the Joſs of his ſubjects, 
that their ſurvivors regarded him with eyes of 
veneration and love. Creſegol, who felt in his 
heart a pure and delicate joy, took hold of this 
opportunity to, harangue the ſoldiery, and told 
them that their chief had given ſufficient proofs, 
of his prudence and courage, and he hoped they 
would judge him worthy of taking from that hour 
the reins of government into his own hands, He 
got it ſpread through the camp, that the law ofthe 
majority ſhould be declared void, as the prince was 
arrived at years of maturity; and that if the army 
proclaimed him king, without doubt the reſt of 
the kingdom would approve of it. As ſoon as i 
theſe diſcourſes were ſpread abroad, an approba- c 
tion appeared by a general huzza. The 4 

0 
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ſoldiers tranſported by their zeal environed the 
king, formed a throne of their arms, and placed 
bim on it, and then proclaimed him of age, with 
the loudeſt acclamations. The generals and 
the officers of the army, highly pleaſed with 
an action which heightened the military dignity, 
aſſiſted: a part of the council of the regency, 
who had followed the king, delivered up to him 
their power, declaring that the army had given 
riſe to a judicious law, and that every king Fo 
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the Gaus, who ſhould conduct himſelf during 
his minority, with as much ——_— and 
wiſdom, thould be declared to have arr:ved at 
years of maturity, and ſhould then take the 
erown. 

A council of war determined it beſt to pur- 
ſue the enemy, retake the city, of which they 
had got poſſeſſion, and penetrate into the heart 
of their dominions. The king approved of it, 
and gave orders for ſpeedy execution. After a 
march of two days, the captain of the great 
lances returned, having took Vetubal priſoner, 
The prince praiſed the captain for bis zeal, 
and recompenſed him, but did not approve of 
the ſtratagem he practiſed to take Vetubal. 
The captain had feigned in a letter that he ſent 
to the prefect, to have been always attached to 
him, and that he had deſerted with ſonie troops, 
determined to ſerve him ; an artifice, which 
had made him be agrecably received by the pre- 
fect, and which gave them an opportunity f 
deſtroying the guard in the middle of the night, 
and bringing off the miniſter. Creſegol did not 
contradict the generous maxims that he had 
himſelf inculcated in the prince's mind, from bis 
infancy, but he could not help fecretly applaud- 
ing, what was ſo contrary to them. So true it, 
is, that the practice of virtue is very different 
from the theory, and that we approve of things, 
as they are agreeable to us, though cantrary to 
the dictates of reaſon. 

The council of war unanimouſly condemned 

PFtubal to death, which ſentence being repart- 

ac him, he deſired a to the king, 
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in order to reveal ſome important ſecrets. The 
8 council granted his requeſt in hopes he would 
diſcover his accomplices: The king himſelf ap- 
peared curious to hear the priſoner, and order- 
ed him to be brought into his preſence, but was 
touched with compaſſion at the ſight of his pre- 
ſent abject ſtate. ll 

The prefe& declared, that he would not re- 
. veal any ſecrets but to the king alone. Creſegol, 
who loved the prince too much to riſque this in- 
terview, broke ſilence, and ſaid to the con- 
demned miniſter, I am of the king's council, 
« and he will permit me to partake this con- 
& fidence ?” Veaubal perſiſted in his reſolution, 
on which. his majeſty made a ſign for his go- 
vernor to retire, which he obeyed with re- 
luctance: after having firſt ſearched the pri- 

foner, | De 
When the governor was gone out, the king 
ordered Vetubal, who ſtill remained ſilent, to 
ſpeak. © Tremble, (cried he, looking fledfaſth) 
«© tremble, oh, Tanidan, at TY ſhall tell 
ic thee: One word ſuffices to confound thee, it 
« is no longer time to diſſemble; and to con- 
< vince thee of it; know, that I am thy fa- 
« ther! Thou turneſt pale ! art thou con- 
« yinced? Yes, thou art the fruit of my a- 
& mours with the queen. I have not any other 
<< proof to give, but my word and the confefli- 
« on of a princeſs, yet more criminal than me. 
« Send me to immediate death, I am content; 
I <« T ſhall have at leaſt this ſecret ſatisfaction in 
& periſhing, of being perſuaded thy remorſe 
« will revenge me. This is my ſecret, oh, 
e 6 unnatural 
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« unnatural ſon ! I have no more to ſay; it is 
«© in vain for thee to expect any thing more 
« from me. Adieu for ever.” ; 
The prince, who at the beginning of this diſ- 
courſe was ſtruck to the ſoul, was a conſidera» 
ble time before he could make any reply to it, 
or utter a ſingle word; an extreme agitation 
ſucceeded ; and a moment after he defired (with 
tears) of Vetubal, more authentic proofs of the 
truth of his aſſertion, which with ſo much rea- 
ſon aſtoniſhed him. But the prefect kept an 
obſtinate ſilence; and the greater efforts the 
prince ufed to force him to break it, the more 
this obſtinate perſeverance gave him inquietude 
his ſoul harraſſed by frightful doubts knew not 
what to reſolve: To pardon the priſoner, what 
did he not hazard? and to put him to death 
without being thoroughly convinced of his be- 
ing an impoſtor ; with what remorſe muſt he be 
tormented. The uncertainty was dreadful, and 
not to be decided in an inſtant. In this irreſo- 
lute perturbation of mind he continued ſo long, 
that the anxious Creſegol was alarmed, and de- 
termined to inform himſelf and ſatisfy his impa- 
a tience; he entered the anti- chamber, and not 
N hearing the king nor Vetubal ſpeak, he drew a- 


p fide the curtain and went in. The ſtate in which 
p he ſaw the king affected as much as it ſurprized 
p him. © I dont endeavour to penetrate your / 
r < ſecrets, my lord, but you ſeem alarmed, you 
þ „ know how very dear you are to me: Permit 
. & that I cauſe to retire a man, who ought not 
3 * to have been ſuffered to have appeared before 
n 4% you,” In finiſhing theſe words, Croſegat 
4 * +8 E 3 : was N 
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was poing to call an officer,; whoſe charge it 
Was to guard the priſoner to the place of exe- 
cution; but Tanidan ſtopped him with eager- 
neſs: Stay Croſegol, ſtay, cried he, his eyes 
. © overflowing with tears, without my giving 
*< you an account of the reaſons, which cauſe 
« me to act thus, ſend back the officer. Yetu- 
Bal is free, and may remain àt court or retire 
© where he pleaſes,” Juſt heaven ! what do I 
ce hear!“ replied the governor, do you conſider 
% my lord your capital enemy, have you for- 
got? Its enough, cryed the king, a ſecond 
„time, turning his back, I have commanded 
it, that is ſufficient, and I will be obeyed. 
In conſequence of this order, the preſect 
made himſelf be conducted by an eſcort, who 
were commanded to attend him tu a neigh- 
bouring town ; without this precaution, ex- 
acted with great policy, the pardon which was 
ranted him, would have done him greater injury 
than ſervice, - Scarce could the officer, to whole 
care he was conſigned, prevent the troops from 
tearing him to pieces as he paſſed through the 
camp. In the mean time, Cro/ego! was great- 
ly ſurprized at the tene in which the king had 
eke to him for the firſt time in his life; he 
doubted not but it muſt be a moſt important 
motive could induce Tanidan to take ſo precipi- 
tate a refolution, and dreaded that the criminal 
Petubal had uſed violence to force this extraor- 
dinary pardon, Agitated with theſe doubts, he 
returned to the king's tent, in hopes of having 
this myſtery cleared ; but was moved with com- 
paſſion. at the ſituation in which he _ the 
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king, who appeared greatly oppreſſed with ſome 
internal grief.“ Shall I diſpleaſe you a ſecond 
* time, my lord“, faid Creſegol, in preſuming 
{© to intereſt myſelf in the cares which agitate 
« you; 1 know + too well not to be aſſured 
&« that your ſoul is overcome with the moſt 
« weighty ſorrow 5 what then, my lord, could 
« the criminal Yetubal”——< Stop, Creſego!”, 
cried the prince, regarding him with a fixed at- 
tention, “ ceaſe to call by that odious name the 
“ prefect, he is leſs culpable than myſelf”. . 
« WhatdolT hear” ! exclaimed Creſegol, „and 
* what ought J to infer from theſe words? you 
6 pulley you my lord! and Vetubal innocent! 
* Excuſe me, if I preſs you to ſpeak more clearly 
on a point as important as it appears extraor- 


« dinary. | Thave been much devoted to you, can 


« you diſtruſt me? Vou anſwer me not: am 
« [unfortunate enough to be thought capable 
« of betraying your confidence? No, no, my 


jord,“ purſued Creſagol, perceiving the king 


was moved, you will not conceaF any thing 
* from me, you know you are dearer to me 


than life, and do me the Juſtice to think that 


te there is not any thing, however dangetbus, 
© that I would not undertake to procure your 


former tranquility.” The king could no longer 


ſuffer his governor to remain in painful uncertain- 


ty, but diſcloſed the important uiſcovery that Ve- 
tubal had made; and that the confident and af- 


ſured manner in which he had declared this ſecret 
left him not any room to doubt its reality. Cro- 


ſegel recoiled ten ſteps at this report, Vetubal, 
Hetubal is a villain, and an impoſtor, cried he 
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with rage, and you, my lord, a too credulous 
prince: you ſon to this vile man ! juſt hea- 
« vens! was it poſſible for you to believe it! your 
« virtues, without other proof, would give the 
« lye to this horrible impoſture ; no, my lord, 
no, you are a legitimate prince, the — pre- 
<< ſerved you from an origin ſo baſe. The 
„queen and Vetubal may have been intimate 
enough for to give ſome colour to this plot, 
but the falſe teſtimony of the queen, which 
% we received from Necolane, is a proof of the 
4 prefect's impoſture, and of the little confi- 
« dence there has lately ſubſiſted hetween them, 
Think better, my lord,” ſays Croſagol, “ this 
is a ſcheme of the crafty Vetubal on ſee- 
« ing himſelf condemned and without hopes of 
% mercy. In his deſperate ſtate he had nothing 
t“ to hazard, and founded his hopes of ſucceſs 
aon your piety and the goodneſs of your heart, 
6 =" perbaps, from your want of experience 
«© it has ſucceeded. hut too well: why did not 
+ the gods permit me to te the ſec ret of 
6 this interview, Vetubal had not then been 
free, and J in dreadful inquietude, through 
66 fear of his future projects. 
Creſ gol finiſhed theſe words fighing with grief; 
the prince repented his facility, and was convinced 
by che evident reaſons of his wiſe governor, 
and from the recent and fatal experience, how 
* artful, and dangerous an enemy he had ſet at 
liberty, and acknowledging his error, aſſured his 
governor, that he would, for the future, be mot 
cucumſpect in his conduct. N 


White 


— 
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While this was doing, the Romans, intimidated 
7 their late de eat, deſired a truce for a month 
that they might fend to the ſenate and procure 

conditions for a laſting peace. 

Tanidan, irritated againſt theſe hack: ſaw 
with chagrin that his council were inclined to 

accept theſe propoſals, His natural warlike diſ- 

ſition, and his late good fortune, made him 
look upon the peace they offered as diſhonoura- 
ble. Croſegot repreſented to him, in the name 
of the council, that the chance of war was doubt 
ful, and ſhould never be ufed but to procure 
peace, and that it was prudent to Jay hold of the 
preſent fortunate event, to make an advantageous 
treaty, which would give him an oppartunity to 
_ - ſettle the diſtracted affairs of his own 
kin | 


be prince ee Ge meaſures were 
tight, a agreed to the truce, and named the condi- 
tions of peace, which were ſoon agreed to and 
ſigned by the Romiſh ſenate, The Romans were 
obliged by the treaty to give up the criminal 
Vetubal, for which they were generally cenſured, 

a5 he had fled to them for protection. 

As ſoon as theſe embaraſſing cares were re- 
moved, Tanidan became impatient to ſee his 
— ng Necolane ; the letters the ſent were ſenſi - 

le and lively, and kept up a fire that all the 
wiſdom of Cro/egol and Dearchealb vainly endea- 
voured to extinguiſh, Theſe faithful ſubjects 
ftudy'd means to dds the prince, and to root 
the idea of this girl out of his mind, but all their 
efforts were fruitleſs, the love and the ſollicita- 


tions of Necolans were * ſedueing. She wrote 
x 5 3 


| | 
* 

* 

= 


44 
wet 
«T] 


i 
0 


be only enquired ſecretly if apy perſon had come 
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to him every day, and menaced him with her 
intention of dying if he did not. permit her to 
come to him. Her repeated ſollicitations at laſt 
took effect: the king touched with the ſenti- 


ments ſhe diſplayed, took a reſolution to ſatisfy 


her, and enjoy himſelf an happineſs that he de- 
fired at leaſt as much as Necolane. To effect 
this he confided. his deſign to the perſon who 
uſed to bring his letters, and ordered him to have 
two horſes, ready in the middle of the night at an 
appointed place. M198 3-140 $7 4 ; | 

It was but two Jeagues from the camp where 
Necolane had retired ; he hoped to return before 
day, and that his abſence would not be perceived, 
but he was yet ignorant of the effects cauſed in 
a young heart by an artful and charming wo- 
man, and how ſhort moments appear when 
paſſed with thoſe we love. * at" 


N 


Half of the following day was. elapſed, the 


prince taſted too many pleaſures to think of re- 


turning. Intoxicated with the ſweets of love, 


returning to the camp was no more thought on, 


Necolane triumph'd, and made uſe of all theſe 


advantages to aſſure herſelf of a more glorious 
 fciumph.,. 


. x 


In the mean time the governor, whoſe cuſtom 


it was each morning to awake the prince, was 
greatly ſurprized when he opened the curtains 


of his bed not to find him: firuck with amaze- 


ment he called the 8 of the chamber, 
but could get no intelligence of the king. Much 
he feared, but would not divulge it left it ſhould 
produce ſome diſturbance amongſt the troops, 


to 


» 


—". 


* = 


cane perceiving by the pom muſing that he. 
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to the king after he was retired : the gentleman 
aſſured him there had not, and that if he went 
out ĩt muſt be ſecretly, and by the back part of 
than | wo! 11 

Craſegoi imparted his agitation to Dearchealb, 
and charged him to enquire of the guards if any 
body had paſſed them during the night; the offi- 
cer told him that two couriers, who had paſſports 


ſigned by the king; had come from the general's. 
quarters about the middle of the — and had 


taken the road to Treves, Croſegol grew more 
eaſy, and conjectured that the prince was gone 
to ſee Necolane, and hoped he would ſoon return, 
but was uneaſy. when night came without his 
appearing, and the ſoldiery beginning to ſuſpect 
the king's abſence, ran in crouds to his tent and 
demanded to fee him. Ihe governor extremely 
embarraſſed at the conſequences, appeared and 
ſaid to the chiefs of the army, that the king was 
gone incog. to examine ſome neighbouring for- 
treſſes, and that he had expreſsly forbid his ab- 
ſence: ſhoulo be made publio. The generals 
doubted not Creſegol's veracity, and agreed to 
tell the ſoldiers that they had ſeen the king deeply 

engaged in important affairs, and that when he 
had fiſhed them he would appear. This ſatis- 
fied them, and terminated their emotion. 
- While theſe things paſſed, Tanidan had aban- 
doned himſelf to the voluptuous charms of love; 


but having recollected what uneaſineſs his ab- 


ſence might cauſe in the camp, found himſelf 


greatly embarraſſed how he ſhould account to 


his governor for his abſence and conduct. Ne- 


Was 
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was agitated. with important thoughts, preſſed 
him with the moſt tender and moſt ſeducing ca- 
reſſes to communicate them to her. How dif- 
ficult is it to refuſe thoſe we love! Tanidan im- 
parted to her his fears, which ſhe only laughed 
at, and ſaid that his majority rendered him an 
abſolute ſovereign, and that as fuch he was not 
to give any account of his conduct. She added 
alſo, that he ought to take care how he ſuffered 
himſelf to be affected by ſuch ridiculous fears, 
aſſuring him that they would hurt both his re- 
putation and his authority, and every day give 
riſe to enterptiſes againſt his power; that an ab- 
ſolute and commanding tone were the marks of 
ſuperiority, and the true means to reign happily. 
As to his governor, ſhe had the policy:to ag 
that he merited great regard, but that —_ 
might be carried too far in the end, and — 
tages might be took of the prince's goodneſs. 
Theſe words, ſpoke by a miſtreſs as artfut as 
charming, made a great impreſſion on the king; 
, bluſhed to No — he had given occa- 
ſion for | 0% and ſet out for. the camp, proteſt. 
*. — Necelane that he was going to give the laſt 
orders to his army, and aſterwards he would re- 
turn to court, where he ſhould ſoon put himſelf in 
a ſituation to convince her how dear ſhe was to 
him. The ambitious maid, who doubted not that 
ſþe ſhould ſoon be queen of the Gaul, redoubled 
her careſſes and proteſtations, ſhe fainted twice 
at taking leave of him, and gave the prince all 
the marks of the moſt tender love; the king on 
his ſide did not quit her without extreme pain, 
and the moſt lively proteftations of ſoon . 


r m_ 


* 
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ker again, and in this diſpoſition of mind he ar- "1 
rived, at the camp, and gave orders for ſending 
the troops into their garriſons. In vain Cre/egot 

and his generals oppoſed theſe meaſures, and told 

him the bad effects of ſo precipitate a departure, 
but in vain, for the king told him he would be 
abeyed. Croſegol, aſtoniſned to ſee him ſo 
changed, judged that Nycolane had great influ- 
ence over him, and that it would be difficult to 
root out the prejudices ſhe had fixed in his mind. 
Some days after the king's return to his capi- 
tal, a ſtranger followed by a numerous train of 
domeſtics arrived, and declared himſelf an am- 
hbaflador from the king of Britain, and that he 
had a letter and preſents from his maſter to deli - 
ver to the king of the Gazls, The day on which 
he was to receive his audience was appointed. 
So diſtinguiſhed an embaſly did ſo much honour 
to the nation, that they were willing to render it 
as magnificent as remarkable. The chancellor 
reſolved to ſhew the glory of the Gauli in its 
greateſt ſplendor : he invited the ſtates of the 
realm, and on the day appointed, the grand gal- 
lery of the palace, which paſſed for the in 


in 
the world, hardly ſufficed to hold the numerous 


mblv. N | | 

a The King was ſeated. on a throne of maſſive 
gold, environ'd by the princes of his blood and: 
the officers of the crown ; à range of ſeats co- 
vered with cloth of gold extended on the right 
and on the left: from the throne to the. end of 
the gallery were placed the nobility of the realm, 
and each perſon was dreſſed in ceremonial ha- 
15 8 ; W ich 


N 
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which they belonged. The floor of the gallery 
was cuvered with a carpet work'd with gold, and 
was deſigned for the ambaſſador to walk on to 
the throne, at the foot of which a pile oſ cuſhi- 
| N were placed, as ſeats for this miniſter and 
train. FAS 10! et 


The ambaſſador was in a private apartment, 
and on the king's order, advanced, followed by a 
hundred Britiſh noblemen richly: dreſſed; and 
With a grave and ſolemn pace, that ſtruek the 
aſſembly with awe, walked towards the throne. 
He was dreſſed in a long robe, the train of 
which was held up by twenty-four Pages, kis 
face was hid by a large cap, as new as ſingular, 
that it was impoſſible to diſtinguiſh any of his 

features; he ſeemed well made, and had infinite 

dignity in his mien and gait. The aſſembly 
with impatience expected him to ſpeak. It had 
been ſaid that he would declare the purport of 
his embaſſy in the Gauliſʒ language, and had 
purpoſely learned this language to render his 
embaſſy more agreeable to the nation. But in- 
ead of gratifying their impatience to hear him, 

F himſelf on a cuſhion oppoſite the 


ſeate 
throne, and fixed his eyes upon the king for a 
moment, and then on the floor; ſoon after · he 
looked up and examined the amphitheatres and 
thoſe who were ſeated on them, and again placed 
himſelf in the ſame attitude; without breaking 


fxlence, he did the ſame thing a third time, after 
which he held down his h reſting it upon 
both his hands, and ſeemed to meditate. The 
aſſembly murmured at his behaviour, the king 
himſelf grew impatient and aſked the cauſe, 


» 
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which the governor approached the am- 
— and deſired to know for what He 
waiced ? The preſence of your King,” 
cried he, in a low voice. If you only Wait 
for that you may this inſtant ſpeak,” fad 
Croſegol, turning his eyes to the throne, you 
« ſee this great prince ready to hear 2 
— ns 
c explain myſelf.” In ing theſe words 
got — — his back to the throne, and re- 
took the way by which he bad entered, dut 
ſtopped at the end of the gallery, and de- 
manding filence ſpoke thus: Are you not 
ce ſurprized, O Gauls, with the extraordinary 
« ſilence I have kept before you, and àt the 
“ profound reſvery in which you have ſeen me 
« plunged, the nearer approach to the execution 
« of the glorious enterprize the king my maſter, 
t the greateſt king beyond the ſea, has formed; 
« to cure the dreadful blindneſs in which you 
« are involved; the more I ſee the difficulty and 
« danger attending it. The ftratagem F have 
«© uſed to aſſemble you, the demanding audience 
« of a king my maſter does not ackno | 
« as ſuch, is the leaſt —— I have undertaken, 
« to prove to you the ſolidity of the protection 
« of the t prince who ſent me. This pre- 
6 Jude aſtoni you, O Gault I read in 
your eyes both ſurprize and approaching in- 
«« dignation ; attend and hear me to the end, I 
tc come to ſacrifice myſelf for you. I doubt not 
& that in finiſhing my diſcourſe, I ſhall put 
6“ the laſt period to my life: I have devoted 
it to you. I merit at leaſt in return for 
"* this, a deep ſilence and attention. I ſhall not 
. "0 „advance 
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“ nadvance anything but what I am ready to prove. 
% Hear then, O Gautr / Your queen —— 
« by a tyrannical and powerful cabal, and ready 
to periſh by the order of an uſurper, as a re- 
„ compence for having fo wiſely governed you, 
“thought ſhe ought to ſeek her ſafety by flight, 
and put herſelf under the protection of Britain. 
*, The king of Pritain, my maſter, as generous 
*< as powerful, eſteemed it his duty to receive 
* and protect her: ſenſible of her innocence, he 
« determined to alleviate her misfortunes, being 
convinced that in not redreſſing them, he ſhoul 
become an accomplice in crimes which he 
6 deteſts. To unvail theſe myſteries to you, 
* O Gault, this great monarch has ſent me. I 
e come to ſummon you to receive a great queen 
« worthy of the higheſt eſtimation; ſhe has 
„been ſlandered by a powerful cabal, as artful 
as odious, but it is not to be attributed to her 
as a fault that ſhe has not yet deſtroyed it, 
« and made known to you her innocence, toge - 
ther with man ny "_ important ſecrets ſhe is 
„ miſtreſs of, Fhe danger attending ſuch a 
5 ſtep has hitherto fruſtrated all her intentions, 
<<. and hindred their execution till this preſent 
„% moment. In her place the king my maſter 
has ſent me to ſupplicate you; I am ready to 
e ſealthe truths I ſhall pronounce to you with 
% my blood, lend me a new attention, O Gault, 
« an inſtant will ferve to diſabuſe you.“ 
«©. You are ſeduced, you are deceived, ah! ge- 
„ nerous nation! You obey a prince who 
* has not. any right to command you, he has 
„been impoſed upon you at the death of your 
„ lawful prince, by a nurſe as intereſted as —_ 
s 141 ©. cc e 
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% She has acknowledged it when dying, and 

« — — her contrition for her erime in im- 

40 ng pardon. Her confeffion ſigned by her 

6 hand, — witneſſed by ſeveral goble peers of 

© this realm, hath confirmed it; theſe are con- » 

* vincing proofs of this fatal truth, and ſuch as 

will not permit us to doubt it. This authen- 

© tic act is in the poſſeſſion of Necolgne, who 

« abuſing the conhdence and bounty of the 

% queen, robbed her of it. She lives, ſhe is 

„ now at court, ſuffer her to appear before m 

cc eyes, ſhe dare not conteſt it. As for the heir 

“to the throne, it is Jelivat, fon of Coutenfre, 

ic late maſter of the great ſeal. It is to this law- 

<< ful king, young as he is, that I am ſent, It 4 

« js to him that I ſhall deliver the letter from 3 

the king my maſter, and to his council when F 
e they ſhall be appointed, I ſhall} communicate +4 

„the ſecrets with which I am entruſted ; and # 

in waiting for this, O Gauls, read my powers, 

„they will be delivered to you with a more ex- 

* act — of all that I have ſaid, 4 

Immediately the ambaſſador's — 

written papers amongſt the aſſembly. The com- 
motion was not ſo great at firſt as might have 
been expected, becauſe the ambaſſador had not 
been generally heard, but no ſooner was the pur- 
port of his difcourſe known, than the murmur 
decame general. The king, who! was yet un- 
acquainted with the occaſion of it, was ſurprized 
at the confuſion which augmented every inſtant. 
Croſegol ſoon divined the cauſe, and ordered 
Dearchealh to guard the king to his apartment: 
then he advanced into the midſt of the confuſion; 
$4531" : ; attended 


„ 135 
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attended by the guards of the throne, © follow 


me, he cried, they have forfeited their pri- 
s vilege by inſulting the king, and deſerve an 
*© exemplary puniſhment.” , ſpeaking theſe 
words Croſegol and his attendants advanced to- 
wards the ambaſſador, who calmly ſtood till, 
but his attendance ſtepped before him in a poſ- 
ture of defence. Croſegol with the guards, and 
part of the aſſembly, fell upon them ſabre in 
hand. The beginning of the combat wore a 
bad aſpect for the ambaſſador and his train, 
more than twenty of them ſell around their 
chief. The ambaſſador, in this dangerous ſitu- 
ation, taking off a ſalſe beard that covered his 
face, ſuddenly cried out, Stop, Croſegol, ſtay 
thy ſaerilegious rage, behold the queen of the 
Gault, wouldſt thou, perfidious wretch, dip 
<< thy profane hands in the blood of a woman?“ 
At this cry, and at this ſight, the governor and 
his adherents became immoveable, a ſolemn and 
profound filence ſucceeded the confuſion, every 
one was eager to be a witneſs of ſo extraordinary 
an event. 7 br 4") Nn 
Abinell, for it was herſelf, took the advantage 
of their confuſion, © folow me, continued ſhe, 
in a majeſtic voice, and which they had been 
uſed to obey, (it is time for me to make my- 


„ ſelf known.” | Scarce had ſhe pronounced 


theſe words; when near a thouſand perſons of 
the aſſembly environ'd and attended her. Cro- 
ſegol: obſerved that ſhe bent her ſteps towards 
the king's apartment. He trembled at the de- 
| 50 that induced her ſo to do, and in the dread 

f not being able to reach the apartment of his 

| * prince 
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prince before her; he made a ſign to thoſe wh 
accompanied him to take a different way. A 


ſecond ſubject for conſternation and feat offered | 


itſelf, he found the palace inveſted and filled by 
popes of the queen's party, who oppoſed his 
paſſage ; he muſt encounter them ; he did it with 
fury ; he ſurmounted all obſtacles, and purſued 
his rout, by a way little known, to the king's 
apartment, The queen, notwithſtanding the pu- 
iſſant efforts of Dearchealb, and of thoſe whom he 
commanded, and even the valour of the prince, 
who fought as courageouſly as the moſt intrepid 
ſoldier, had forced the paſſage into the king's 
apartment, ſtriking motionleſs with awe, or 
putting to flight all thoſe who defended her ſons 
except Dearchealb, who alone covered him with 
his arms. The prince at the ſight of Albinell 
became immoveable, the awe to which he had 
been accuſtomed, and this name of mother too 
much revered, had frozen his' ſenſes. 'The 
queen was determined to lay hold on this op- 
portunity to compleat her crimes, ſhe raiſed her 
hand, armed with a poignard, Dearchealb fell 
weltering in his blood; Tanidan was unguarded, 
a ſecond time this ſavage mother raiſed her arm, 
and aimed a blow at the prince's heart; at that 
inſtant Croſego!, the faithful Croſegel entered, he 
ſaw the danger, and ſprung inſtantaneouſly before 
him; he parried the blow, he received it him- 
ſelf, and fell motionleſs at the prince's feet. l. 
binell attempted once more to atchieve her 
urpoſe, and doubie her crimes, but a guard who 
followed the governor- obſerved her, and 
with a cut of his ſabte ſeparated. from the * 
Ws: | 1 
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this terrible arm. The queen fell to the ground 
throwing forth a ſcream as piercing as horrid. 
7. — * made uſe of this inſtant to ſave him- 


felf, and fled from the criminal vengeance of the 
en and her creatures, who ſurrounded her; 


he retired by the way his governor came to ſuc- 


cour him, ſcarce was he got out of his apart- 
ment when he met an officer at the head of a 
troop, who told him that he came from Neco/ane, 
who had ordered him to conduct his majeſty to 
the citadel, where ſhe was retired, has which 
the had fortunately ſecured for his aſylum. The 
prince accepted with joy ſounexpected a ſuccour, 
and was more vleaſed to receive it from one that 


was ſo dear to him. Necolane had been happily 


advertiſed in time, or ſhe had been the firſt of the 
queen's victims. Amongſt others, the governor of 
the citade] owed his all to her, and was intirely 
devoted to her intereſt : as ſoan as the commo- 


tion began in the palace, ſhe went to him and 
_ demanded his protection, promiſing him from 


the king an infinite recompence if he would be 
faithful to her, and merit his promiſed favours, 
This officer, ſenſib le of her credit and expecta- 
tions, aſſured her that the was abſolute miſtreſs of 
the fort, and might command him. She made 
this docility ſubſervient to ſeveral purpoſes, the 
firſt was in ſending the officer to aid Tani- 
dan, who was greatly ſhocked to meet at each 


Rep he took freth marks of general confuſion, 


and it was not without running the riſk of a 
thouſand ' dangers that he arrived at à place of 
ſafety. During the time that this bloody tra- 


" gedy was adling at the palace, the queen's 


emiſſaries, 


= - * * 
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emiſlaries, by her orders, conſummated the pro- 
jects ſhe had ſo long premeditated: all the chiefs 
of the new council were murdered, The priſon 
where Vetubal was conhned, for he had been de- 
livered up by the Romans according to their 
agreement, was broke open, and this priſoner, 
whom the king had not yet reſolved to puniſh, 
was poignarded and thrown to the people. The 
edition laſted for three days, during which time 
fury, rage and death deſolated the capital. 

ecolane and the king were witneſs to it from 
the top of the towers of their aſylum; on the 
fourth day all appeared tranquil, a herald pre- 
ſented himſelf before the gates of the citadel with 
a letter wrote by the queen's order, This prin- 
ceſs, notwithſtanding her wound, had been fo 
well ſerved by her adherents, that ſhe had made 
herſelf abſolute miſtreſs of the town ; the citadel 
alone did not acknowledge her power. This 
letter ordered the governor to open immediately 
his gates, under pain of puniſhment due to re- 
bels. A declaration of the council included in 
the ſame packet, informed him that an aſſembly 
of the ſtates had been held, where reſpectable 
witneſſes had depoſed againſt Tanidan, and veri- 
fied the acts of ſuppoſition, and the rights of the 
true heir to the crown, in confequence of which 
Jelivot had been acknowledged as the true king, 
and the queen was declared regent. 
NMecolane was greatly ſurprized at this terrible 
news, ſhe trembled with fear; the governor 
knew not what to reſolve, and the king weighed 
within himſelf what he ought to do. Croeſegol, 
de faithful Creſegol, was wanting to form a plan 
; agreeable 
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agreeable- to their thorny ſituation, However 
perplexing and dreadful this change was to the 
king, he conſoled himſelf with the recent and 
certain proofs of the young Necolane's tenderneſs, 
who ſwore an eternal conſtancy, and thus vowed 
to him; „ if it was poſſible, ſaid ſne, that 
& all your realm ſhould diſown and abandon 
“ you, I will alone be true, and ſacrifice my 
& life to preſerve yours. It is enough that you 
cc have once deſigned to aſſociate mine to your 
« auguſt deſtiny, for me to reſolve to ſhare it 
& with you, to whatever extremity it may de- 
«© generate: yes, dear prince, I once more re- 
< neat to you,” added ſhe, I live but for you: 
”" Vim going to give you the moſt convincin 
& proofs of it; tranquilize yourſelf, and . 
upon my cares, the queen ſhall perſecute you 
c in vain, I know an aſſured means of deliver- 
ing you from her fury, and of ſetting aſide 
every thing ſhe has done till this time; a few 
« days will be ſufficient to execute it.“ 

Such diſcourſes gave Tanidan great confidence, 
and augmented his paſſion} If he might at that 
time have placed the crown on her head, this 
maid's ambition would have been ſoon ſatisfied : 
this was the king's general anſwer; never did 
any one love: with ſo much warmth. The 
queen, notwithſtanding her wound, was very 
active to execute her deſigns, ſhe had choſe a 
young favourite, much of the ſtamp of his pre- 
deceſſor. This new miniſter was fon in law to 
Jetubal, and he owed his power to the perfidy 
of his ambitious wite, who had betrayed her 
own father to elevate her huſband, It was * 
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his houſe Albinell had concealed herſelf, and 
with her new miniſter had contrived the ſtrata- 
gem of the embaſly. The treaſures that the 
queen had before accumulated atid concealed 
were now diſperſed to encreaſe her forces; there 
ſeemed only one bar to her ambition, and that 
was the reduction of the citadel, which, would 
render her miſtreſs of the deſtinies of Tanidan - 
and Necolane; without the ſucceſs of this enter- 
prize, her ſituation did not appear very firm. 
Necolane was ambitious and artful, and was able 
to ſay much in prejudice of her deſigns. Tanidan, 
whom ſhe knew to be adored by his people, 
would naturally endeavour to find thols 1 who 
would prove the nurſes teſtimony falſe, and re- 
place things in their former ſtate. 50 many reaſons 
for deſiring ſucceſs in this enterprize, made her ſet 
ha engine to work, in order to gain her point. 

hile the queen was thus employed, Neco- 
lane made ſeveral reflections on the part ſhe 
ought to act; ſhe had been already twice ſum- 
moned to open the gates of the citadel, with the 
moſt flattering promiſes in caſe of ſubmiſſion, 
and the moſt horrid menaces if ſhe refuſed to 
obey. It was to her chiefly they addreſſed 
themſelves, becauſe they knew her power over 
the king and the garriſon. The governor of the 
citadel, who was a very great favourite with this 
beauty, adviſed her not to determine lightly ; 
and demonſtrated to her very ſeriouſly the 
riſques that every perſon, who was attached to 
ker, ran, in caſe the queen, irritated -with her. 
refuſal, ſhould render herſelf miſtreſs of the fort 
by force, Theſe conſiderations had a got; 
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fect on Necolane, but her own intereſt, which 
would not be ſatisfied if ſhe ſurrendred too eaſily, 
reſtrained and determined her to make it be 
dearly purchaſed ; as for the regard ſhe ought to 
have for the king, to whom ſhe made ſo many 
proteſtations, it did not biaſs her in any of her 


deciſſons; ſhe now regarded him as one diveſted 


of every title, but what his depoſition and his 
misfortunes gave him: what uſe could he be 
of who had no longer any power to gratify 


ber ambition? By his loſing of the crown, ſhe 


had loſt the hopes of ſharing it with him: the 
only thing which remained unſettled, was what 
price ſhe ſhould put on his head, or on what ad- 
vantageous conditions ſhe ſhould deliver him up: 
ſuch were her ſecret projects; the night was the 
time choſe to form them, and the governor of 
the place was the confident of all her perfidies. 
The queen's dwarf, a faithful creature of Neco- 
lane s, who was ſon to her nurſe, and had waited 


roportion in his body, ſhe had indemnified him 
— a mind the moſt extenſive; it was his capacity 


which had rendered him agreeable to the queen, 


who gave him a poſt near her perſon. His gra- 
titude to Nece/ane, to whom he was much obli- 
ged, had made him facrifice his fortune, and 
accompany her in her flight, but loyalty and 
fidelity to the king, were, in his opinion, above 
all other regards. He remained ſilent as long 
as he perceived the deſigns of Necolane were 
favourable to the prince, but when he found 
they were treaſonable, he believed it 9 
; . ce 


on her from her infancy, was the third at theſe - 
ſecret councils, -If nature had denied him a juſt 
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ſacrifice every thing for Tanidan, and with this 
view, he cautiouſly waited till night came on, 
and getting acceſs to the king, diſcovered the 
treachery of Necolane and the governor, but 
when prejudice and confidence are at their height, 
they ſeldom leave the judgment ſound ; thus it 
was with the king,” he did not believe what the 
dwarf told him, but fancied, that ſome private 
pique occaſioned his doing this bad office to a2 
miſtreſs ſo faithful and tender; and could not 
conceal his diffidence from the dwarf. Hea- 
„% ven knows,” anſwer'd he, © the truth of m 
<< afſertion, tho” it appears improbable; if my 
report was only founded on ſimple conjec- 
„ tures, the danger would not be ſo manifeſt ; 
but pleaſe to conſider, tis at the riſque of m 
life, I tell you this truth, and that Necolane 
« is guided by intereſted and ambitious views: 
“ your life depends on your haſty eſcape from 
„ this place. If you pleaſe, I can prove to you 
the truth of what I have alledged. Ah | 
«© How?” cried the king with impatience, 
In following me,” anſwered the dwarf, I 
% will introduce you privately into an apart- 
© ment, adjoining to Necolane's cloſet, where 
.** ſhe, and the governor, are actually, at this 
« moment ſhut up, and where you will be able 
„ to hear all they ſay. I take you at your 
* word,” ſaid the prince, It is neceſſary I 
„ ſhould have ſome proof of her perfidy, before 

L alter my conduct.“ The dwarf, without 
making any reply, took a candle, and walked 
the prince, and after having conducted 
him through ſeveral 1 turnings, introduced 
* + | * | him. 
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him into a dark apartment, where he was ſoon: 
convinced, that the dwarf had not impoſed on 
him. | | 
Necolane and the governor, believing them- 
ſelves free from - obſervation, gave reciprocal 
marks of a tenderneſs, which had long exiſted 
between them : the prince no longer doubted, 
from what he ſaw, and from the deſigns he then 
heard formed againſt him, the baſeneſs of this 
woman. It is enough,” ſaid he to the dwarf, 
as they were retiring from the place of conceal- 
ment, after what I have ſeen here, and what 
I have proved from my mother, I am convin- 
„ ced, that all women are baſe, and the great- 


c eſt monſters-in nature, and ſhall henceforth 


<« be the objects of my hate.” Aſter this, he 
haſtened to his own apartment, overcome with 
grief and reſentment ; but a little reflection con- 

vinced him, that he was not ſafe in the fort, and 
that he ought to try every means to get out of it. 
The dwarf, who had ſo lately proved his fidelity, 
was the only confident of this enterprize; it ap- 


peared at firſt, that they were ſurrounded with 


inſurmountable difficulties, for the troops were 
devoted to the governor, and Necolane kept the 
keys of the fort. The king after forming, - and 
rejecting, as impracticable, ſeveral projects, be- 
gan to deſpair; but the dwarf propoſed a means 
that ſeemed. infallible. 4 I know,” faid he, 
an officer of your chamber, who is my friend, 
„ and whom I believe. very proper to ſerve you, 
cc he is particularly intimate with the-governor's 
ce wife, and has influence enough to procure 
& her aſſiſtance, which ſhe will the more freely 


give 
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6 give in order to vex Necolane, for whom ſhe 
« has an inveterate hatred, the cauſe of which 
« is not difficult to be divined.“ The prince, 
without hefitation, bad his confident to ſet about 


this enterprize, but declared. he bad ſmall hopes 


of ſucceſs, as the intrigue could not be managed 


without having recourſe to a ſex, in whom he 


could no longer place confidence. | | 
The governor's wife, to whom they told what 
had aſd between Necolane and her huſband, 
heard of the propoſed flight with rapture, and 
ſhewed ſo much zeal to ſerve the king, that he- 
began to hope for ſucceſs. The next night was 
fixed to attempt their deſign ; the dwarf was to 
ſteal the keys from Necolane while ſhe flept, and 
carry them to the governor's wife, who had 
engaged the captain of the guard to conduct 
Tanidan to any place he ſhould chuſ. 
The captain was entirely devoted to the go- 
vernor's wife (who from her voluptuouſneſs had 
as many lovers as male acquaintance) was ſent 
every day to the town by the governor's order, 
to inform himſelf of what paſſed at court: this 
officer went through a ſubtetrane, which ended 
in a remote place, and was very uſeful to gai 
intelligence. The governor's wife, at leaſt as 
ambitious as Necolane, was no ſooner informed 
that her rival deſigned to make peace with the 
queen, at the king's expence, than ſhe reſolved 
to prevent her, and immediately wrote to the 
queen, offering, the next night to deliver up the 
king, the citadel,” and Necalane, whom ſhe paint- 
ed in the blackeſt colours, The captain of the 
guard, who was intruſted with theſe perfidious 
* " xi diſpatches, 
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diſpatches, was rewarded by the queen with the 
government of the fort, and though ſhe was in 
a violent fever, it did not hinder her from gi- 
ving the neceſſary orders which concern'd a ſon 
whom ſhe feared, and a rival whom ſhe would 
deſtroy ; this was too great a truſt for any but a 
ſecond ſelf, and ſhe trembled in ſecret at being 


obliged even to confide it to the captain. The 


citadel was delivered up at the appointed hour, 
the king expected to gain his liberty ; but what 
was his ſurprize to find himſelf loaded with 


chains, and to learn to whom he owed them. 


Necolane, who uſed to deceive all the world, de- 
ſpaired when ſhe found herſelf in the queen's 
power; as to the governor, he made himſelf 
very eaſy when he heard that his wife was the 
cauſe of this revolution. 

The queen, notwithſtanding her weakneſs, 


which brought her every hour nearer the grave, 
would, before her death ſhe ſaid, enjoy the 


conſolation of revenging herſelf on Tanidan, 
under.the pretext of Aa the yet tottering 
throne to her ſucceſſor. NVecolane was the ſe- 
cond victim that ſhe reſolved to ſacrifice, and 


only waited for a moment's health, for to have 
thels pretended criminals brought before her. 


In the mean time an Arabian philoſopher ar- 
rived at court, who declared himſelf verſed in 
the knowledge of all kinds of medicinal herbs, 


and that he came to offer the aſſiſtance of his 
profound ſkill in the ſcience of medicine to the 
- "wounded queen, with almoſt certain hopes of 
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No ſooner was Albinell acquainted with theſe 
flattering promiſes, than ſhe gave orders to have 
this admirable man brought to her; a ſweet 
hope took poſſeſſion of her mind; to live and 
reign ſtill flattered her: approach, ſaid*ſhe, in 
2 tine tone of voice, notwithſtanding her 
weakneſs when ſhe ſaw the Arabian enter; ap- 
proach O wiſe old man! and render to my mind 
its loſt peace; I have no longer any hopes but 
in you: I am yet too young calmly to view the 
approaches of death ; I die a thouſand times in 
thinking of it; if you are fortunate enough to 
prolong my days, you ſhall receive any 1ecom- 
ence you can name ; I ſwear to you by all that 
1s moſt ſacred, that after my cure, I will make 
you the ſecond in power throughout my realm. 
The Arabian was accompanied by an inter- 
Sa who explained to him all the queen had 
* g 


The philoſopher replied, that he could not 
enter into any particulars, till ſhe had order'd 
all thoſe who were preſent to retire, . She was 
too impatient for her cure to reflect on this con- 
dition; the order was given, with a prohibition 
of coming into her apartment till the Arabian 
Was gone. | : 4 8 

hen the philoſopher found himſelf at liber - 

ty, he demanded of the queen by his interpreter, 
if ſhe would permit him to begin to diſcover her 
preſent ſtate of body; ſhe anſwered that it way 
her ardent wiſh that he ſhould begin: he then 
took her hand, ard traced e with his 
ſpittſe upon her arm, afterwards he drew from 
his pocket a little box in which was @ mirror, 
9 which 


* 


102 "FEMALE BANISHMENT, of 

which he held before the queen, and deſired ſhe 

would view herſelf attentively in it: after ſhe had 

complied with this extraordinary requeſt, he 

told her that his attempt would be fruitleſs un- 

leſs the anſwered all his queſtions with ſincerity. 

The queen put great confidence in theſe miſteri- 

ous preparations, and promiſed to conform to 

every thing that was N The Arabian 

then viewed the mirror with the greateſt atten- 

tion. He ſeemed every moment to ſee ſome- 

thing that ſurprized him: he muttered between 

his teeth, and ſhewed all the marks of aſtoniſh- 

ment and uneaſineſs. The queen from her bed 

ſaw this, and waited trembling, the reſult of ſo 

particular a conſultation: it ended at laſt. The 

Arab ſpoke to his interpreter for a conſiderable 

time, the purport of which was told her in the 

following terms. | 

The heart is the principle of life, and what 

2 from it either cheriſhes or extinguiſhes 

* the vital lamp; even as the humours and 

« animal ſpirits become good, or bad, during 

1 « "theix ſojourn-in the region of the heart; the 

= .* body. which encircleth this wonderful ma- 

— * chine, the ſecondary cauſe of man's exiſt- 

* ence, may receive harm, wound or annoy ; 

* but, the conſequence becomes dangerous 
te only in proportion to the acceleration of the 

„ humours injected therein, by the good or bad 

% genii friend or enemy to man; the ſtreams 

6 fow from this fountain of life, as rivulets, 

ie through every channel of the wondrous mi- 

. * crocolm, man: If they flow to an offended 
* part, the humour healeth or maketh worſe, 
x 2 5 n : p e as 
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as it is ruled by the friendly or unfriendly 


„ genii. From this invariable truth reſults this 


©. conſequence, that if the humour that floweth 


4 from the heart is pure and white as the fleece 


& of lambs, from innocence, it bringeth comfort 
© to the part on which affliction hath laid its 
* hand, it joineth together the parts which 
6 were divided and worketh a cure; but if the 


e blood floweth from a black and corrupted 


c“ heart, it inflameth the wound, making it 
c become loathſome and offenſive. I declare 


this unto yu O queen, to ſhew that I have 
s penetrate 


even to- the inmoſt receſſes of your 
« heart, and have diſcovered the cauſe which 
„ oppoleth the cure, and which is ſo ponderous 


„ and immoveable an obſtacle, that if it exiits 


ce till the ſun hath twice run his diurnal courſe, 


* there will not be a power under the command 
of man mighty enough to remove it; neither 


can there be ſufficient benignity in the all 


healing nature of medicinal herbs, to reſtore 
.«c the wounded queen to health, or preſerve her 
„ from deſcending the dark region of the grave. 


Thy wound, O queen, would long ſince have 
„been cloſed, by the kindly aid of medicine, 
0 aſſiſted by the lenitive hand of time, had not 


a tyrannical and inflamed paſſion poſſeſſed it- 


„ ſelf of thy heart, and which hath endured 


for the ſpace of many moons. This I per- 
„ ceive by my magic glaſs, and I doubt not of 
:<6. ſucceſs, if the queen-can but ſind the means 
of gratifying this ſecret paſſion that preys 
e upon her vital ſpirits ; then ſhe ſhall ſpring 
„ forth quite healed from her ſick bed, like'a 
—_ 
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*« young roe upon the hills at the riſing of the 
all enlivening ſun, her blood ſhall be purified, 
*© her wound ſhall be healed, and a long ſuccef- 


„ fion of years ſhall be added to her life. If 


fear, on the contrary, prevents this gratifica- 
«© tion, there cannot any thing on earth prevent 
her being ſoon ſeized by the hand of death.“ 

I have ſpoke all the words of Hat,” ſaid 
the interpreter. The laſt part of his ſpeech was 
in ſuch a tone of voice, that it made the queen 
tremble: ſhe no longer doubted that this Ara- 
bien was the wiſeſt and moſt ſkilful man breath- 
ing. In this blind conſidence, ſhe had a ſtrong 
deſire to make him acquainted with the frightful 
ſtate in which ſhe found herſelf ; it may be, ſaid 
the within herfeif, that he will find a means of 
quenching the fire which burns and deſtroys me; 
beſides, I don't run any riſque, can't I hinder 
this ſeeret ſrom being divulged? the death of this 
man after he has cured me, buries it in his tomb 
and puts me out of danger. After this delibera- 
tion, the queen demanded of the Arabian, if ſhe 
might open .her heart to him without being m 
danger of repenting her confidence; he then 
| proteſted ſolemnly, that the eternal abyſs was 
not more impenetrable than his heart, and that 

he would anſwer for his interpreter as for himſelf. 
Albinell then entered into the detail of her life, 
without endeavouring any excuſe for her inceſ- 
tuous love, ſhe aſſured him that it was the prin- 
cipal misfortune that had happened to her from 
her birth, and not meeting with a mutual re- 


turn, her affection had drove her to commit ma- 


ny acts of cruelty; but ſhe ended in —_ P 
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that it yet triumphed, and the idea alone of its 
becoming reciprocal, ſolaced and calmed at 
once all her other paſſions. e 
The Arabian aſked what had hindered a ſove- 
reign amiable as ſhe was, from gratifying her 
wiſhes ? She anſwered that a beloved rival had 
been the obſtacle. The Arabian aſſured her, 
he had a never failing ſecret to procure a grateful 
return from the object of her love; that he would 
forfeit his head if ſhe was not convinced of its 
infallibility before the end of the 1 ieee 
The queen at this offer meditated profoundly, 
divided between hope and fear; but called for 
her attendants, and declared it her will, that he 
ſhould be led blindfold into the prince's priſon, 
in _ ſhe might ſoon find the good effects of 
his ſkill. | | | 
Tanidan was alatmed at fight of a ſtranger, 
whom he imagined was a miniſter of death from 
the queen; he ſtood ere, and calmly viewed 
the Arabian, who at thE ſame time made a figh 
for the people to withdraw; which done, he 
pulled off his beard, / and diſcovered to the prince 
the well known face of his faithful governor, 
his Croſegol, whom he had believed dead. With 
what joy was he tranſported, when he could no 
longer doubt it was the man, who had given 
him ſo many proofs of real affefion ! he flew 
into his arms with extaſy, and faid all that the 
moſt tender friendſhip'is capable of expreſſing ; 
he was not able for ſome time to ceaſe thanking 
him for ſo many proofs of his affeQion, ' 


«Time is precious ſaid the miniſter, hows 
ever dear to me the careſſes of my prince are, 
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I ought not to enjoy them till he is in ſafety, 
«© You, are on the precipice of deſtruction, my 
% lord, I am but too well acquainted. with your 
« danger: learn the only means of ſaving your- 
« ſelf from the fatal blow.” . Cre/ego! then ac- 
quainted him with the part he had played, and 
the hopes he had of ſucceſs. The king enquired 
| d he was 


the interpreter. | „ 

Croſegal and Dearchealb, who had been thought 
dead, had only fainted through loſs of blood. 
The groom porter had received that place from 
the gavernor,, and his grateful heart was much 


affected to find him wounded ſeemingly. to 


death. It was his office to remove the dead 
bodies: it was, to this Craſegol and Dearchealb 
owed their ſafety; when the ſervants would 
have carried them away, the officer perceived 
hat they till breathed, and from that moment 
took every method that might recover their 


health: The heayens bleſſed his humanity with 


ſucceſs ; Groſega/ and Dearchealh were in a little 
time. perfectly re-eſtabliſhed, and enabled to at- 
tempt in diſguiſe the fortune telling ſcheme. 


Ceroſegol, who had been ſecretly informed of all 
that Called, 


at court, projected this ſcheme in 


concert with. Dearchealb, who was fixed on as 
interpreter, becauſe his voice was not known to 
the queen. The viſage of the, governor was ſo 
. disfhgured. with juice of walnuts, paint, and a 


falſe beard; that it was almoſt. impoſſible to know 
him, and the language he pretended to ſpeak to 
Dearchealb in, was ſpoke ſo low, and in .- dif- 
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ferent a tone from the Gaul;/h language, that he 
could not eaſily be diſcovered by it. 
But to return to the king; Croſegol adviſed 
him how to act in the following words, my 
« lord, you muſt diſſemble and flatter the 
« queen's criminal paſhon; every thing that 
this princeſs has done againſt you has taken 
& its riſe from an outrageous love; your virtue 
„„ runs not any riſque in Albiuell's preſent: ſtate, 
<« ſhe cannot exact any thing of you contrary to 
* your prudence ; I ſhall make uſe alſo of the 
e confidence ſhe has in my pretended power 
tc to make her wait for perfect health, before ſhe 
„ gives way to the ardour of her deſires : be 
„ well aſſured my lord, that if your innocence 
« was in danger, I ſhould be the firſt to urge 
you to part with life, rather than deviate 
from ſtrict virtue; but in your preſent ſitua- 
„ tion, a little diffimulation will free you from 
4 the horrid deſtiny that menaces you, 
Whatever repugnance Tanidan had, to diſſem- 
ble a tenderneſs when horror filled his thoughts, 
he promiſed to conduct himſelf according to the 
remonſtrances of Croſagol, who took a tender 
ſarewel, and was conducted back to the impati- 
ent queen, who had counted the moments of 
his abſencte. | 
„Well,“ ſaid: ſhe, do your ſecrets take 
te effect, and ſhall we overcome his obſtinacy. 
Doubt it not madam,” replied the ſeigned 
obs; my life ſhall anſwer for immediate ſuc» 
e cels. Ga ate 
The appeared aſtoniſhed at this po- 
tine aſſurance, and 22 buried in * 
. Or 
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for ſome moments. Croſegol was alarmed at her 
meditating ſo long, and began to be uneaſy, 
when the queen deſired that he would wait in 
the next apartment till ſne had given ſome or- 
ders of ſtate. | 

A moment's reflection, diffident and ſuſpicious 
as Albinell was, gave her uneaſineſs, but the fear 
of death made her willing to try the Arat's ſkill. 
She ordered the prince to be brought to her, and 
waited his appearance in a ſtate of mind difficult 
to be deſcribed. Fez" 

A thouſand thoughts crouded into her dif- 
turbed mind. If this too dear prince,” ſaid 
ſhe, within berſelf, + ſhould become as tender 
« as he has been cruel, how ſhall I repair all 
« the ills I have done him? The ſtate is ſe- 
« duced by my intrigues; will it be as eaſy for me 
<« to reſtore to him a crown that I have proved 
„he is not the heir to? I ſhall contradict my- 
« ſelf in the face of the univerſe, and if I ſhould 
« even humble myſelf ſo far will they believe 
„ me? Oh heavens} how unfortunate IJ am 
„ what woes have I D myſelf?” Ta- 

nidan then entered and ſaw the tears guſhing 
from her eyes. However juſt his indignation 
was againſt a mother, he could not bear the 
fight, without being ſhock'd at the ſorrowful 
fituition to which ſhe was reduced. The fight 
did not a little contribute to give the diffimula- 
tion he was obliged to uſe, a natural appearance, 
he approached her bed with an air ſo tender and 
moving, and ſo ſoftened by her ſituation, that the 
queen was tranſported with it. She * 
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him with a vivacity which proved how little ſtreſs 
we ought to lay upon a hatred which ariſes - 
from neglected love, ety, 
AlbinelPs ſentiments were quickly changed in 

reſpe& to the Arab. Influenced by an emotion 
ſtronger than her cruelty, ſhe thought it became 
her high ſtation to make him ſenſible of her gra- 
titude; ſhe ſpoke to. Tanidan on this ſubject, 
without letting him know the principle on which 
ſhe ated. She ſaid that much ſervice might-be 
reaped from the wiſe counſel of the philoſopher, 
who was maſter of the ſcience of divining and 
ſeeing into futurity; the king encouraged her 
to proceed in her intentions, and offered to ac- 
quaint him with his good fortune. As Albinell 
wiſhed to conceal what paſſed from the eyes of 
the court, ſhe was pleaſed with this condeſcen- 
ſion, and bad him to introduce both the Arab 

and his interpreter, who were waiting- in the- 
next apartment. Scarce was Tanidan gone out 
of the room, than the queen found herſelf in 
great pain and extremely ill. The preſence of 
the prince had cauſed an agitation in her mind, 
and had produced ſuch a revolution in her ſenſes- 
that ſhe was no longer able to ſupport it, a trem-- 
bling ſeized her whole frame, to which ſuc- 
ceeded a deadly cold and a paleneſs like that of - 
death: when the prince, Creſegol, and Dearchealb. 
came into the room they found her like a dying 
perſon. What an embaraſſing affair! 1 5 


Croſegol at the ſight ſtepped back with amaae- 


ment, we are loſt my prince, cried he, turning 
towards him, if ſhe now dies, we muſt eſcape to 
the temple, where the high prieſt will ſhelter _ . 
us from the general refentment, as he will then 
FE | Thats: become 
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become regent. Let us fly my prince, let us 
A ſigh that the queen at this inftant gave inter- 

rupted Croſegol's project: he made a ſign to the 
king to approach her, and adviſed him to ſooth 
her, and endeavour to recall her to life. The 
prince flew with eagerneſs, and called to her in 
the moſt tender accents. Albinell, ſtruck with 
the ſound of his voice, opened her eyes; ap- 
« proach Tanidan,” cried ſhe, in a low and dying 
tone, approach and render thanks to heaven 
& with me, for the extraordinary change it has 
* wrought in me. It has opened my eyes, it 
has enlightened me; I perceive at laſt that 
] am upon the verge of the grave, and I would 
repair, as much as in my power, the wrongs 
& ] have done you. Let the Arab leave the 
“ room, it is not proper that he ſhould hear 
<« ſecrets that ought to be for ever buried in 
& oblivion.” Croſegol and Dearchealb retired, 
and the queen continued in theſe terms. 

„ The moments are too precious, ah my ſon ! 


e s to ſpend in drawing a faithful portrait 


t of the horrid ſituation. I am at preſent in, and 
* to recall to mind the fatal cauſes of it. 1 
6: ſhall earry to the tomb a ſenſible regret for my 
<6 unnatural love, but now will repair, if poſſible, 
«. the wrongs I have done you. Attend: and 
1 learn from my mouth the means to regain the 
<6 ſovereignty: In my teſtament, which ſhall 
% be immediately drawn up, I'll acknowledge 
« you to be my ſon, to confeſs my crimes and 
«©. my accomplices. . You ſhall poſſeſs this teſ- 
ce timony, and an authentic copy of it ſhall now 
<< be ſent ſealed up to the high prieſt, who 
_ 6 yill open it beſore a. general aſſembly of th 


« ſtates 


4 
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& ſtates as ſoon as l am dead. Fhere only re- 
&« mains for me, ah Tanidan ! to implore you to 
forget me and my crimes. They both ought 
ce to be held in execration; but if the greateſt 
« remorſe, joined to the moſt ſincere repentance, 
«© are capable of diminiſhing the horror of them, 
<< have room to hope that to your indignation 
6“ you will add pity. Adieu, dear injured prince, 
“ adieu! I exact of you that you anſwer me 
«© not, and that you conceal from me thoſe tears 
„ of which I am unworthy. e 
Here ſhe pauſed a little, and then deſired thre 
prince to ſend the Arabian away, and to bid 
him be aſſured that his ſervices ſhould not go un- 
recompenced. Ihen ſhe diſcovered with b 85 
that he who ſtabb'd him with the poignard was 
one of her creatures, and that ſne had uſed many 
efforts to deſtroy him. After this confeſſion, 
which proved her ſincerity and repentance, ſhe 
diſcloſed to him a ſecret door at the head of her 
bed, and told him that it opened to a cabinet, 
«. where,” ſays ſhe, I would have you wait 
till I have prepared the deed which will ſe- 
s cure your throne. | At the — of this 
5 cabinet you will find an iron ring ſxed to a 
4 trap, raiſe it, and you will diſcover a ſtair caſe, 
“ lighted by lamps which burn perpetually ; 
{© this ſtair caſe will conduct you to a vaſt ſub- 
t terranean paſlage, which leads under the 
6. town, and ends at a hermitage ſituated in the 
“ foreſt; the hermit whom you will find there 
& will ſubmit ti your orders, and let you know 
N at a proper timo what you are to de, and will 
23505 AER & he 
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be uſeful to you in the execution of your pro- 
4 jects.” | „ Lt | ; | 
 Albinell after theſe words gave Tanidan a little 
box, you will not open it,” ſaid ſne, till I 
am dead, however, ſuffer it not out of your 
« poſſeſſion, there is incloſed in it what will be 
of great uſe, and aſſiſt you to remount the 
© throne.” Theſe words finiſhed ſhe made 
a fign to the prince to refire to the cabinet, then 
ſhe called her attendants, and ordered that her 
prime miniſter ſhould be ſent for, when he was 
arrived ſhe had her teſtament made, of which 
ſhe reſerved one copy, and cauſed the other to be 
ſealed, and ordered it ſhould be kept by the high 
prieſt, and opened by the council of ſtate at her 
death, When the queen had finiſhed this ſhe 
bid her attendants leave the room, and then 
made a ſignal for Tanidan, to whom ſhe ſaid, 
e See the remedy for the I have done 
“ you,” and put into his hand the copy ſhe had 
reſerved. After this Tanidan, with tears, re- 
ceived the laſt adieu of a mother, who was as un- 
fortunate as criminal, and then retired. He 
found the trap, deſcended the ſtairs, and arrived 
after half an hour's walk at the hermitage. 
The queen, after his departure, ſent for the high 
prieſt of the ſun, to whom ſhe declared her in- 
terition to retire into the temple of queens, in 
order to meditate more ferioufly upon her ap- 
proaching diſſolution. This miniſter concealed 
the ſecret joy he felt, but feigning on the con- 
trary to be greatly afflicted, and flattered her with 
a cure. Albinell gave no anſwer, but deſired him 
not to defer acquainting the daughters of * 
g | 2 WI 
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with her deſign, that they might be ready to re- 
ceive her that day. we 

Two days after this retreat the queen found 
herſelf ſo ill, that the perſons around her ex- 
peed ſhe was near her death, which indeed 
happened that evening, after ſhe had ſuffered the 
moſt horrid convulſions, * e 1 

The high prieſt, who according to the laws of 
the kingdom became regent, came out of the 
temple, accompanied by his miniſters, and fol- 

lowed by an infinite concourſe of people, pro- 
ceeded to the great hall of the palace, where he 
was to take poſſeſſion of his miniſtry. Jelivot, 
conducted by the high prieſteſs of the temple, 
was ſeated on a throne, and received from the 
high prieſt the queen's teſtament. After this 
prince had put it upon his head and kiſſed it, ac- 
cording to cuſtom, he returned it to the high 
prieſt ; then a herald proclaimed that they were 
going to read this act, and to adminiſter the 
uſual oaths. After the new king and the afſem- 
bly had bowed their heads, in ſign of ſubmiſſion . 
to theſe poſthumous -orders, the firſt miniſter 
opened the teſtament, and ſhew'd the queen's 
hand and ſeal to all the members of the council, 
and then began to read, but ſcarce had he finiſh'd 
the firſt article, in which the queen declared that 
Jelivot ſhould not ſucceed to the throne till aſter 
the deceaſe of Tanidan, her ſon and lawful heir, 
when the : prieſteſs ſeized the teſtament, and 
tearing it in a thouſand pieces, cried out with 
fury that it was a falſe deed, and that Jelivot was 
the only king of the Gau!s, * 
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The high prieſt offended at this violence, 
fwore by the ſacred fire that the teſtament was 
delivered to him by the maſter of the great ſeal, 
and that it contained certain truths which to 
him had long been known. The council were 
divided in their opinion, however, at laſt they 
determined to wait for more ample information, 
and that in the mean time the ſupreme authority 
| ſhould remain in the high prieſt. 

The people were ſoon informed of what had 
paſſed, and murmured greatly to ſee themſelves 
daily a prey to new maſters. They demanded 
with fury that the convocation of the general 
eſtates of the kingdom might give them a ſove- 
reign capable of governing them, and- entirely 
aboliſh the title of regent, declaring; that * 
would no longer ſubmit to any but their lawfu 
king. Creſegol was the ſecret mover of this po- 

clamour ; he had aſſiſted, without making 
himſelf known, at the aſſembly which had been 
fo uſeleſs to Tanidan, and was now labouring a 
way for the prince to remount the throne. He 
doubted not if the general eſtates were convened 
that equity would take place, and his intention 
was to diſcuſs himſelf the prince's rights, and did 
not deſpair of ſucceſs. 5 | 
- While theſe things were tranſacting, the prince 
was differently employed; for as ſoon as the 
queen had paid the tribute due to nature, the 
— wel acquainted with it: on which 
he opened the myſterious caſket, where he found 
keys, and a writing, which at firſt perplexed 
him, but great was bis ſurpritfto find it ſhewed 
him the means to regain his crown, and become 
the richeſt king in the univerſe, ; 

: N | Tanidan, 
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Tanidan, attended by the hermit, came pri- 
vately to the city, and waited the opening of the 
general eſtates, which was to be in the enſuing 


month. The hermit, who was of an intriguing 


genius, laboured privately to diſcover and unite 


the friends of Tanidan. Croſegol was tranſported 


with joy on the ſight of his dear pupil, and 


notwithſtanding the cabals and ſecret intrigues of 


the high prieſteſs, the aſſembly. of the eſtates 
was held on the day fixed, and Taxidan was al- 
lowed to produce his proofs. Croſegol ſpoke for 
him, not being willing he ſhould appear himſelf, 
read the queen's teſtament, commented upon it, 
and explained the articles, named the falſe wit- 
neſſes who had ſigned the ſuppoſititious teſtimo- 
ny, and ſhewed their letters that revoked the oath 
they had made, which were incloſed in the will, 
and deſired that they ſhould be interrogated' ſe- 
parately. When theſe formalities were over 
Croſegol demanded ſafe conduct for the lawful 
king, that he might come himſelf and produce 
an inconteſtible proof of his birth and right, 
This laſt demand was unanimouſly. accorded. to, 
Tanidan being informed of theſe favourable cir- 
cumitances haſtened to appear; he did it, with 
an air ſo full of majeſty and trus dignity, that 
molt part of the aſſembly huzza' d, and gave to- 
kens of ſatisfaction at his arrival. The oppoſite 
party would have diſturbed theſe good diſpoſiti · 
ons, but the prince demanded audience, and 
with ſo noble a firmneſs, and a look ſo: com- 


manding, that the murmurs ceaſed and ſilence 
enſued, and he thus addreſled.them, = | 
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„ appear not, O Gault, to juſtify doubts 
which ought now to ceaſe, and yet leſs to 
demand from you a throne which is my right, 
and which the laws and my birth have long 
* ſince given me; I only come to grant you 
© pardon for your errors, and to recompence 

the fidelity you have preſerved for me in your 
hearts. 1 in the mean time, to deſcend 
from my dignity in being willing to give you 
an evident proof of my right, but it is to con- 
found thoſe turbulent ſpirits who delight in 
«© confuſion and revolt; to the end, that after a 
«© final amneſty, which I would willingly grant 
them, the ſooner to render tranquility to my 
„good ſubjects, I may extend my juft rigours 
„ towards thoſe that perſiſt in ſeditious practices. 

I ſhall only make one objeQion to the prince 
«© before me, to the end, O Gauls, that you — 
hy all become judges of your own and my deſ- 
66 tiny,” | | By 

In finiſhing theſe words, Tanidan commanded 
that they ſhould read an article that had for title, 
The Royal Secret, which conſtituted, in caſe of 
doubt, the true heir to the crown.  * You will 
© there ſee, continued the prince, ** theſe 
« words, The true heir to the kingdom of the 
* Gauls is he, who knows in what place the 
© treaſures of the ſtate are depoſited, it is forbid 
„to reveal this myſtery, it paſſes from king to 
“ king, and is not to be learned but by the fe- 
* cret codicil, affixed to the teſtament that the 
high prieſt and council preſerve under as many 
“ Jocks as there are members of this council, 

| | | „in 
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« in order to put it ſealed into the hands of the 
« king on the day he becomes of age. 1 
« So far concerns the preſent occaſion,” con- 
« tinued Tanidan, “ what follows is, how the 
« Jaws of the kingdom are explained. If it hap- 
% pens that any unforeſeen event ſhould render 
« the heir to the crown doubtful, and that two 
e princes ſhould claim it at the ſame time, they 
4 ſhall chuſe him who offers to raiſe three hun- 
« dred thouſand men to make war on the Ro- 
«© mans, and who aboliſhes all taxes for fix 
« years, and who ſhall pay the national debt, 
« give large gratuities to his troops, and for 
© three ſucceſſive years ſhall give a bull feaſt, 
« during the days conſecrated to the worſhip of 
« the ſun,” | 
. « See the article, which you will find in the 
&« archives of the kingdom, open it, read it, 
„ and behold,” cried the prince, laying his hand 
on his heart, him who is ready to fulfill the 
„ preſcribed conditions; if there is any one 
„here who can ſay and do as _ him 
« advance,” hne an, 
7 was heard a general cry of, 
Long live Tanidan our king, long live 
é this great prince, let him reign for ever. 
„% Away with Telrvet, away with him.“ As 
the tears of Jelivot did not prevent him bein 
pulled from the throne, where tichaigh vriefieſs 
in vain endeavoured to keep him, Tanidan ran 
and took him in his arms, careſſed him tenderly; 
and, on delivering him to his friends, comforted 
him with aſſurances that he would keep From 
eg Wen * 0 om 
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from harm and provide for him ſuitable to his 


dignity. $*6 "2 
The king then ſeated himſelf on the throne, 


where he received the homage of the whole 


body of the ſtate, and was afterwards carried in 
triumph to the palace. The firſt act by which 


he diſplayed his authority was one of juſtice and 


clemency, he granted a general amneſty to all 


his enemies, he cauſed many priſoners to be ſet 


at liberty, and exiled thoſe whoſe crimes made 
them unfit to remain in the realm. | Necolane, 
who found herſelf included amongſt the laſt, in 
vain employed all her efforts to obtain an inter- 
view with the king, but receiving an abſolute 
refuſal, ſhe was ſo enraged that ſhe ſtabbed her- 


ſelf and died, uttering the moſt bitter execrations 


againſt him who bad reduced her to this terri- 

ble extremity. SAN; W | 
In the mean time Cre/zgo! prepared himſelf to 

occupy the higheſt poſt in the realm, to which 


he had been named. He juſt put the king in 
mind that he had been too liberal of magnificent 
promiſes to the aſſembly of the ſtates, but was 


the more ſurprized when he perceived that the 
king was preparing to fulfill them with the ut- 
moſt exactneſs. | 

This conduct appeared more a myſtery to 
Croſegol, who hought Tanidan had invented this 
artifice to prof a deciſion in his favour, as he 
knew'that in the late war againſt the Romans, 
the funds were ſcarce ſufficient to ſupply the mi- 


litary cheſt, and that the queen during her reign, 

had contrived new methods of railing money for 
her common expences. At laſt the myſtery be- 
| | oy.” | gan 
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gan to unfold, Tanidan took his miniſter by the 
hand, and began 4 tale of innumerable treaſures 
ſcarce ever to be ſpent, with which the prince 

ſed to fulfill his engagements to the aſſem- 
bly of the ſtates. This he told with. a ſatisfied 
air, but when he diſcovered the doubts and 
amazement of his miniſter, he diſcovered the 
ſecret the queen had put into his hands, and 
which only came to her knowledge a little 
before her death. This, ſays the prince, I for- 
bore to tell my beſt friend Cro/ego!, becauſe I my- 
ſelf doubted the truth of the report, but now I 
have had ocular demonſtration to convince me 
of the fact. I went during the night to the de- 
ſcribed place, I opened, according to my inſtruc- 
tions, the cave where this treaſure was ſhut 'up, 
but judge my ſurprize to ſee a baſon of gold of a 
prodigious depth filled with the ſame metal, all 
become my property. Croſegol was overcome 
with joy, and greatly affected with the eonfi- 
dence of his prince, who would have ſhewed him 
his treaſures. It ſuffices, my lord,“ faid he, 
but pleaſe to remember Sir, that your ſecret 
« is of ſuch conſequence that it ought not to be 
4+. confided to any one.” Tanidan aſſured him 
'twas his chief pleaſure that he had ſuch a friend 
in whom he could put confidence, and now find- 
ing himſelf firmly fixed in the throne, he reſolved 
to indulge the ſtrong aver ſion which experience 
dad made him conceive againſt women. His 
late employments had diverted his reſentment, 
but not cured him of it. and the repeated deceit 
and ingratitude he had found in Necolane, who 
was plotting to deſtroy him at the time ſhe 
24 1 vowed 


— 
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' vowed an eternal love, had almoſt fixed an in- 
vincible hatred of the ſex. His reflections on 
the blackneſs of hers and the queen's characters, 
joined to the criminal intrigues that had been 
formed to deprive him of life, made him ſerious, 
and once he uttered this exclamation. -** To 
* love with criminal fury, and to deſtroy thoſe 
„they love is a paradox which I cannot com- 
„ prehend, and is without doubt peculiar to this 
« perfidious ſex. If the great love they bore me 
< carried them to ſuch horrid extremities, what 
% may their diſlike hurry them to? I am not 
& ſurprized,” continued he, “at all the diſor- 
„ ders that happen in a ſtate wherein are theſe 
c deceitful women; and ought I not to know 
© from my own experience how difficult it is 
{© to reſiſt them? with indignation I remember 
©; how near I was falling, notwithſtanding my 
, deteſtation, into a paſſion the moſt criminal, 
* ſeduced by inſinuating careſſes, which it was 
difficult for me to avoid. But, perfidious ſex! 
« youſhall no more tyrannize over a heart which, 
4 perhaps, might again be weak enough to 
yield. Far from the place of my reſidence 

66 you ſhall lance your uſeleſs darts, and there 
_ « lament in vain, I will have my antipathy 
for you known to all Europe, and in knowing 
the cauſe of it, ſind alſo that there is a king 
«© powerful enough to revenge himſelf, and to 
<< prevent you from doing miſchief to mankind.” 

Tanidan was full of thought how to put his 

ojects in execution, which he thus begun. 
He cauſed a town to be built within a league of 
his capital, the plan of which he-drew _— 
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he had the walls erected of a prodigious height, 


employed ſuch a number of workmen that it 
was built in four years, and was ſo large that it 
was Capable of containing the half of the people 
in bis realm. When it was finiſhed, he cauſed 
it to be declared by ſound of trumpet, that all 
women and girls, of whatever age, were to re- 
tire on a day fixed into the great town that he 
had built ; and to prevent excuſes he ſent orders 
to all the governors of the ſeveral provinces to 
furniſh them with carriages, and whatever elſe. 
they ſhould want during this journey. All 
thoſe, who refuſed to obey the orders, or at- 
tempted to leave the kingdom, were to ſuffer 
death. | 
Tanidan had for the preſent appointed Dear- 
« chealb governor of this city, which he named 
Lodbarli; he had orders to take an exact regiſ- 
ter of all the women that came into the place, 
and at the end of the month to carry it to court, 
that it might be compared with the account that 
the king had received from the ſeveral provinces. 
Befides theſe precautions he had taken another, 
which was to have a ſecret ſubterrane made, 
by which he could viſit Lodbarl from his palace 
without its being known, to the end that he. 
might. not be deceived in the reports that were. 
made him. Cs 
Ibe troops, in number 300,000, were ſpread 
mall the provinces of the realm to compel the 
orders of their ſovereign to be obeyed. This 
extraordinary decree cauſed much commotion, . 
and great numbers eſcaped out of the kingdom, the 
welt” were {hut up, ſo that not a female was to be 
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ſeen in the land. Tanidan heard this with the 
utmoſt ſatisfaction, and to prevent the inhabitants 
of this city from having any commerce with 
men, he removed Dearchealb, and gave the go- 
vernment of it to his nurſe, an artful and ſevere 
woman who would obey him in every thing, 
He eftabliſhed a government as rigid as fingular, 
he named for the officers the oldeſt women, and 
made all the reſt ſubmit to them in proportion to 
their different ages. That the gates of this fe- 
male colony might not be ſoon opened, he 
cauſed it to bi victualled fer three years, and to 
ſecure the obſervance of his will, he brought the 
keys to his palace ; and to deprive the men of the 
leaſt hope of communication with the women, 
the walls were ſurrounded by a deep ditch full of 
water, and behind that was a large green plain, 
ſurrounded with a ſecond wall as high as the 
firſt guarded with iron ſpikes, and in this inclo- 
ſure were ſhut up bears, lions, tygers, and many 
other ſavage beaſts. Beſides theſe precautions 
twenty thouſand men of the king's troops (whoſe 
| barracks terminated the limits of this new town) 
were placed as guards, but forbad on pain of 
death to paſs the limits. | 

| Crofegel, whom the king had ſent to Rome that 
he might not oppoſe the execution of this 
ſcheme, was no ſooner informed of it than he 
wrote to perſuade the king to ſuppreſs his reſent- 
ment, and ſet the women at liberty, demon- 
ſtrating to him the bad effects this violence 
would produce. Tanidan anſwered him that 
nothing ſhould make him alter his reſolution, 


that he was well ſatisfied the perfidious ſex oy 
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felt his reſentment and antipathy, and did no: 
doubt that he ſhould be imitated by other po- 
tentates. 2803 It 
In the mean time the Gauls, who did not ex- 
pect ſuch rigorous treatment, ſhewed with ſullen- 
neſs their diſcontent at the proſcription of their 
wives and daughters, and if they had not feared 
the troops with which the towns were filled, 
it is not to be doubted they would have carried 
their reſentment even to rebellion, Complaints 
and murmurs were heard from all parts, and not 
a day paſſed without ſome new con{piracy com- 
ing to light, but ſtil] the king perſiſted in con- 
fining his female ſubjects, though one of his 
provinces entirely revolted, with the ſoldiers em- 
ployed to keep them in ſubjection. The king 
then prepared to reduce theni, but whilſt he was 
on his march, followed by a numerous army, the 
rebels ſent deputies to implore his clemency. 
A pardon they had, but on rigid terms; com- 
pelling them to pay the land tax which he had 
aboliſhed the day of his inſtallation, and, on pain 
of death, to ſtay in their own' province, and to 
enſure ſubmiſſion, he took away their arms. 
Frequent executions were ſeen, which on! 
doubled the number of malecontents. Libels- 
were diſperſed in ſecret, but proved ſambeaux of 
ſedition to ſpread a rumour that the tyrant in- 
tended to root out the whole Gaul nation. 
Fathers and huſbands deplored the loſs of their 
daughters and wives, in fhort the clamours were 
general, and there was no room to doubt 
that it would bring ruin om either king or pev- 


ple. * 
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Affairs were in this ſtate when Creſagol re- 
turned. The king had fo expreſsly forbid any 
remonſtrances being made to him, that no one 
durſt complain except the firſt miniſter, who 
ventured to riſque every thing in ſo critical a 
conjuncture. A conſpiracy was juſt diſcovered, 
the plan of which was to aſſaſſinate the king, and 
to deliver twenty-four fortified towns up to the 
Romans, The hermit, whom the queen when 
dying recommended to Tanidan, as a man in 
whom he might place the greateſt confidence, 
and whom Tamdan had made high prieſt in gra- 
titude for receiving from him the act which had 
contributed to his greatneſs, *twas he who con- 


_ ducted this grand conſpiracy, and if the extraor- 


dinary event of the temple taking fire had not 


happened, this intended revolution would have 


. 


took place. | 
On the firſt diſcovery the king ran to ſave 
this ſacred edifice, which was found to be filled 
with Romans, whom the Gauls attacked and de- 
ſtroyed with great fury, except their chief, who 
was put to the torture, and there gave evidence 
of their intention. 
The temple was eraſed to the foundation, 
the high prieſt and all his adherents ſuffered the 


moſt rigorous puniſhment, 'and the treacherous 


governors of the towns were drawn in quarters 


by horſes. 
Croſegel repreſented to the king the peril he 


was in, if he did not grows" repeal a law 


as unjuſt as it was odious, but the king ſoon im- 
poſed ſilence on him; declaring he would not 


hear a word in favour of a ſex, who were 4s 


* 


F 
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firſt cauſe of the late diſturbances ; and, after a 
long declamation againſt women, vowed that he 
would periſh rather than again let them looſe, 
Croſegol ſaid theſe orefullices were ill founded, 
2nd exerted all the art of perſuaſion to prevail 
on the king to ſome medium, in an affair of 
ſuch importance; he grounded his argument on 
the injuſtice of condemning the whole body, 
becauſe one of its members is corrupted, and 
affirmed it was tyranny to confound the inno- 
cent with the guilty. Tanidan aſſerted, that the 
ſex were all bad alike, and Cro/egol had recourſe 
to examples: the king rejected them, as weak 
and fictitious, but finding himſelf preſſed with 
reaſons ſupported by proofs, at laſt made this 
conceſſion. I have conceived a means to bring 
« this debate to the teſt, and I engage to ſet at 
“ liberty the remains of the women in Lodbarli, 
« if there can be found one amongſt them who 
is ſtrictly virtuous; but I muſt be under- 
© ſtood to mean thoſe who have paſſed. the age 
« of fifteen; and if ſuch a one be found, her 
“ yirtues ſhall atone for their vices, and Ewill 
« ceaſe to perſecute the ſex : but all that are 
found guilty on the trial, I will puniſh with 
« death, or by other means proportioned to 
« their crimes : this is my will, and on no 
«© other terms ſhall the ſex have favour.” 
The miniſter accepted of the conditions, but 
feared to bring numbers to execution before 
one ſhould be found to redeem the reſt, and 
told the prince, that theſe new cruelties would 
occaſion freſh ſeditions. 1 
_: G 3 Tanidan 
9 | 
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Tanidan ſmiling, ſaid, theſe are ſmall dan- 
ce pers when compared to what are paſt, but 
N will condeſcend to one thing, the execution 
aof the culpables ſhall be ſecret, and not tran- 
4 ſpire, but the method of putting the proof in 
& practice is the moſt embaraſſing. 

Croſegel ſolved that difficulty as follows, 
* when you would begin the proof my lord, 
*© you may cauſe her upon whom 2 choice 
«© ſhall fall, to be conducted into a ſecret apart- 
« ment; your majeſty may be yourſelf the 
judge, and under a proper diſguiſe execute 
% your own orders, or confide them to me. She 
«© may be thus addreſſed. The king commands 
«© that you here report faithfully, and with ſince- 
« rity, your chief tranſactions | 4 you attained 
ce the age of fiſteen, and orders that this be told 
& you, that if you conceal any. gallantry, or 
* be or the leaſt favour you have granted to 
« any perſon, the ſecret taliſman, which his 
© majeſty, who. is now preſent, is poſſeſſed of, 


te has, the wonderful and terrible property of 


cc rendering black upon the ſpot, and. cauling, 


« in twenty-four hours, the death of any perſon - 


c who ſhall, impoſe upon him. Judge, my 
« lord,“ cried Creoſezel,, © if you have not a ſure 
% way of ſatisfying yourſelf, and if they dare 
© deceive YOu, ; - 
, $ All this is very well,” replied Tanidan, 
te but ſuppoſing, Croſegel, you ſhould be in the 
« right, who ſhall make the ſecret of this inter- 
& view known ?” My probity, my, lord,” 
replied the miniſter, locking ſtedfaſy, at the 
king, © you may confide in, but your TY. 


by 
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* may hear the ſecret yourſelf; you can go to 


cc 
cc 
cc 
60 
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Lodbarli.” It is ſufficient,” faid the king, 
that is a judicious reflection; but another ob- 
ſtacle ariſes, will it not be found that theſe 
women will ſooner make choice of death, 


than the expoſing themſelves and 1 
a 


their vanity, which is the moſt cruel of 
puniſhments to this proud ſex: What do 
you believe, anſwer me ?” 

4% Suppoſe,” ſaid Croſego/, the fear of 
death not to have terrors ſufficient to extract a 
confeſſion of guilt, but that a lady ſhould ra- 
ther chuſe to meet it, than appear to have 
wanted diſcretion, you can fight her with her 
own weapons, and ſay; becauſe it is poſſible 
ſhe may be pure, that you have at laſt found 
what you have long been in ſearch of, and 
intend to make her your companion, and to 
confer particular favours on her, and intend 
to render her the happieſt woman in your 
kingdom; after this plauſible diſcourſe diſ- 
play to her your riches and power, and ſet be- 
fore her, in the moſt dazling light, the happi- 


neſs of becoming a favourite ; if ſhe yields to, 
theſe temptations, ſhe has deceived you and 
concealed her irregular conduct, and in this 


caſe ſhe merits puniſhment, If ſhe, on the 
contrary, reſiſts and prefers death to the ſplen- 
dor with which you are ſurrounded, and to 
the offered riches, then, my lord, then, 


continued Creſegol with vivacity, “ ſhe is wiſe, 
* ſhe is faithful to her religion, to her education, 
to her duty, and ſhe merits your regard, and 
«for her ſake you ſhould pardon her proſcribed 
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„ ſex, and at laſt throw aſide the cruel preju- 
dice you have againſt them. 
The king was ſo ſtruck with what Croſegol 
had ſaid, that he remained ſome time in a pro- 
found reſvery, but at laſt ſaid, the ſcheme was 
whimſical, but eaſy of practice, and he reſolved 
to execute it. Perhaps,” ſays the king, © it 
« may happen by a miracle, which I muſt yet 
doubt, that I find a woman really ſincere, and 
yet a greater prodigy, which her hiſtory muſt 
% diſcover, truly wiſe ; I aſſure you, Croſegol, 
I ſhall be fully convinced of my error; but I 
& ſhall not acknowledge any woman virtuous 
«© who is not proof againſt the alluring arts I 
„ ſhall put in practice to ſeduce her. A young 
« perſon. may preſerve herſelf pure, either 
« through want of opportunity, or may never 
yield becauſe the has not been properly at- 
« tacked, but whatever repugnance I may find 
« in myſelf to play the part of a lover, or ſe- 
4 ducer, I will practice both when I have found 
* a worthy object, and if, after trial, I do not 
„ ſucceed, I ſhall then remain ſatisfſied that my 
«© antipathy for the ſex was ill founded, and will 
« immediately pardon them, and to render my 
«© pardon more authentic, I will crown the vir- 
© tues of her whom I have thus proved, by 
“ uniting her to me with the moſt ſacred ties. 
« See my ſcheme, Croſegol, it ſeems to coincide 
« with your ideas, we ſhall ſee in a little time 
6 which of us is deceived.” | 

The miniſter did not object, though the con- 
ditions were ſevere, each woman examined be- 
ing as dead if found criminal. The plan thus 
| | ſettled, 


my 


-”© -— nn en 8 
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Fettled, the following night was fixed for the ex- 
amination. The place affigned was the king's 
apartment, Dearchealb, and two other perſons of 
known fidelity, were finally. to determine, if any 
conteſt aroſe between the king and his minifter. 
To theſe judges was given authority without 
appeal, for the prince determined only to act as 
a party in ſo celebrated a cauſe, and agreed to, 
diveſt himfelf of his authority, | en. 
Scarce had the ſhades of night darkened the 
hemiſphere, when Tanidan, attended by Croſegol, 
Dearchealb,' and the two before mentioned, de- 
ſcended by a private way into the ſubterranean, 
paſſage which ended at Lodbarli. The prince 
had taken all poſſible precautions that his ſecret. 
might not tranſpire, for notwithſtanding the aſ- 
furance he had of Dearebealb and the other per- 
ſon's fidelity, he had taken the precaution to bind 
their eyes himſelf, to prevent their having any 
mem, => the road by which he conducted 
them. hen they arrived at the private houſe 
which was reſerved for the king at Ladbarli, he 
produced the liſt of the names, ages, and dwel- 
lings of the whole inhabitants. Let us begin 
% with thoſe of moſt note,” ſaid he, I am 
« perſuaded we ſhall learn many fine things, 
e what ſay you Creoſzgol,” continued he ironi- 
cally, 4 ſha we not find this good woman in 
the young Cleonice?”” © Ah, my lord,” an- 
ſwered 2 «© give her up, it would be 
© uſeleſs to give yourſelf any trouble to examine 
“ her, all the world knows that ſhe has raiſed 
even a trophy to her diforders, and without 
„ ſhewing any reſpect to her huſband, dared to 
1 G 5 | attach 
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attach herſelf openly to her gallant.” And 
the pretty Gilinettin,“ interrupted the king. 
Ah leave her too,” ſaid the miniſter, her 
„ weakneſs for a young phyſician is not a ſe- 
** cret.” See then,” : replied the king, jf the 
* little Vanais will pleaſe you better.” Vet 
*© lefs, replied the miniſter, ſhe is too tender 
© hearted, and proteſts that ſhe cannot ſee a 
* youth on his knees plead in vain. Once a 
very indifferent low fellow, having laid.a wa- 
ger that he ſhould. be favourably received by 
sher, preſented himſelf before her with a poig- 
*«'nard, ſwearing he, would ſtab. himſelf, if ſhe 
did not take pity on him for the torments her 
©* beauty had = him endure, Fanats, great! 

* fr igbted, aſſured him ſhe ſhould never 8 
te the death of an; man, and received him into 
the number of 2 gallants. ; After theſe 
« ſtrokes,” cried Craſagol, dare I hazard her 
« examination?” ““ As for this lady,” purſued 
the king ironically, „you will without doubt 
< put her ta the trial, I need not name her to 
« you, I declare her to be a rigid prude, and the 
« . world ſpeaks loudly, of her virtue, therefore let 
« her come.“ Vet leſs than the preceeding,” 
replied. Creſegol, „ if I did not know her, this pa- 
rade of virtue is ſufficient to make me ſuſpect 
„her; chearfulneſs and ſmiles are as proper ſor 
ie the wiſe as the, voluptuous, and where a lady 
makes uſe of the name of virtue and is want- 
ing in them, it is a fign that the virtue ſhe 
makes profeſſion of is but borrowed; hypo- 
4 criſy in vain endeavours to dreſs itſelf in this 


« (ulinaa 


L veil, truth ſooner or later diſcovers the cheat. 
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ec Cilinda has received from nature all the 
« graces of body and mind (it is her, my lord, 
« f whom you ſpeak) het education has been 
«is good a one #s the nobleneſs of her birth 
«intitle her to; ſhe has been ſought aſter by 
« people of the higheſt rank; without that ſe- 
OT appeared natural to her, the 
4 humber of her lovers would have equalled 

te that of her charms, but if they were intimi- 
« dated, love himſelf was not, he ſaw, notwith- 
«ſtanding the bandage on his eyes, the ſecret 
6e foibles of the haughty Cilinda's heart; theſe 

„ were preſages of vieiory to him. What ſtra- 

«© tagem did he uſe to approach her? The hy- 

4 pocritical veil with which ſhe covered her 

« diſpoſition. He borrowed the robe of a young 
« prieft, and appeared as ſuch to her eyes, he 

« declared his paſſion, preſſed his ſuit, and to 
« reaſſure her, urged the neceſſity people of his 
“function were under to conceal the favours 
« they received; this diſcourſe affected Clinda, 

her defeat followed, and ſhe appeared the next 
« day with the fame air of virtue ſhe had the 
evening before; the ſame reſpect is paid her, 
« ſhe applauds herfelf for her management, 
«© and is indemnified every night for the con- 
e ſtraint of the ay. Such is Glad, my lord.“ 

Such is every woman,” replied the king, 

«© with a ſatisfied air, . after the moſt ſtrict ex- 

« amination you will find all the fex ſuch as 1 
«have painted them. But let us peruſe our 
44 Jiſt,“ continued the king, „perhaps I ſhall 
name to you one whom you will think 


« worthy of a trial, for example; the 1 ly 
1 f ; G 6 : „ Filldanme ; 


To 
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« Filldame; ſhall we fend ſor her? ah my 
4 lord,” replied the miniſter, ** Filldame is a 
% known coquet, but perhaps that may prove. a 
greater ſecurity to her innocence than the 
Mo prudery of Alinda, if your majeſty chuſes to 
« proceed to the tryal of her. I ſubmit,” re- 
plied the king, this woman had a certain vi- 


vacity that did not diſpleaſe me, but my opi- 


nion of her ſex guarded me from giving way 
6 to it: but not toloſe time in this vain diſcuſſion, 
let us proceed to her examination, and if her 
& relation is in your favour, I will do more for 
«© you. than you ought even to expect, I will 
M you oug 
c retrat the condemnation of thoſe who have 
c heen named, and who have merited it accor- 
“ding to your terms. HO 0 00 
Aſter this, Dearcheall had an order from the 
king, to go attended by the other two people, 
and bring Filldame to his preſence. After he had 
inſtructed him in the manner he was to act, it 
was not difficult for Dearchealb to acquit himſelf 
of bis commiſſion: The prince had given him 
the direction, and the number of Filldame's 
chamber, with the maſter key, which opened 
all the doors of Lodbarli, a precaution which 
Tanidan had taken to aſſure himſelf that his 
orders were faithfully executed. : 
Filldame awakeing in great ſurprize at the noiſe 
Dearchealb made in opening the door, was 
reatly frightened and cryed out at ſeeing him; 
the thought at firſt it was a dream, but the offi- 
cer having quieted her by his gentle words, and 
having produced his orders, acquainted her with 
the reaſon of her being ſent for, She * 
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him to retire while ſhe dreſſed herſelf, and then 
promiſed to obey: ſhe was very much aſto- 
niſhed at an adventure which appeared fo ex- 
traordinary, and tormented herſelf during the 
time ſhe was going to the king to find the cauſe 
of it. 

When Filldame arrived, the king cauſed her 
to be conducted to the cabinet of ſecrets, which 
he had built on purpoſe, that he might hear un- 
ſeen the * cauſes brought before the governeſs 
and the other ſuperintendants of the town ; it 
had two entrances, one for him, and the other 
for thoſe who ſhould be brought there. 

This cabinet was divided by a partition, in 
which was a ſmall lattice covered with a blind, 
by which the king could ſee without being per- 
ceived : here the king refolved to make the pro- 
poſed trials: and when all things were ready, 
Croſegol ſpoke to Filldame thus; The king is 
&« preſent, and commands you to declare faith- 
fully, and with ſincerity, every action of your 
« life, that has the leaſt tendency to gallantry, 
« fince you have been fiſteen to this day; and 
« of this I affure you, if any circumſtance. is 
« concealed, the ſecret taliſman that he poſſeſſes 
« will diſcover it, and by its ſovereign quality, 
« inſtantly renders black, and cauſes to dye in 
« twenty four hours, any perſon who does nut 
= 2 with the ſtricteſt veracity.“ . 

Filldame, who had before trembled at hearing 


— alternative, ſighed, and began her hiſtory 


(17 
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happineſs? Vanity was be ſource of my il 
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"Firſt EXAMINATION: | 526 i 
OK TRE | 


- Hiſtory of FILLDAME. 


N OT any thin letz than the orders! of my 
ſovereign, and my apprehenſions of the 
terrible The . could oblige me to betray my 
ſecret faults: '**-Taridan, at theſe words, turned 
towards Creſegoi, they are ſo unpardonable, 
that I inceſſantiy reproach myſelf with them, 
and I have conſidered my exile as a puniſhment. 
for my not having ſufficiently ſubdued my paſſi- 
ons, which have hurried me into gent many 
errors.” +, 

At ihirtben years old I lobedred\ at court, 
being heireſs to a large fortune ; I had ſeveral 
offers of marriage made by perſons of rank and 
fortune: my mother was not influenced by ava- 
rice, but permitted me to chuſe the man for 
whom I had the moſt regard. | 
I ſelected one that was handſome, : and of the | 


"ſweeteſt temper, and in fine poſſeſſed all that 


could be wiſhed for in a huſband; every care 


was taken, every entertainment provided that 


could give me the leaſt pleaſure; never had 
woman greater reaſon to be pleaſed with a man; 
my deſtiny was the more envied by my compa- 
nions, as it is very extraordinary to find at 


court parents who will condeſcend to ſuch diſ- 


intereſted unions: Oh, why did I deſtroy my own 
con- 


duct. 
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duct. Some time aſter my marriage, a lady of 
birth inferior to me, married a lord of the firſt 
quality; I had no ſooner diſcovered that I ſhould: 
be obliged to give place to this lady, notwith- 
ſtanding my ſuperior birth, than I began to be 
diſguſted with him who was the innocent cauſe; 
anger and reſentment enſued, but not being able 
to redreſs myſelf, nor find ſufficient reaſon to 
ſeparate myſelf from a huſband, who, with his 
uſual good nature, treated me better than I de- 
ſerved, I.was reſolved to force him to the ne- 
ceſſity of - parting with me: to obtain my ends, 
I ſuffered one of uy admirers to make' me fre- 
quent viſits, and paſs whole days and part of the 
nights with me, but ſeeing this artifice did not 
alter my huſband's great confidence in me, T 
took further liberties, with a view to move his 
reſentment, and ſuffered myſelf one night to be 
ſurprized with my lover, for whom I had not 
the leaſt paſſion, my ſole aim being to entage 
my huſband. This unhappy man was, in lis 
firſt tranſport, inclined to ſacrifice us to his hon- 
aur, had not a prudent reflection withheld 
him; he believed it proper to conceal the af- 
fair for the ſake of his. own reputation, and re- 
tired without teſtifying any. reſentment, - 
80 prudent and gentle a conduct ought to- 
have made me aſhamed of my odious behaviour, 
and recal'ed me to the paths of virtue, but the 
more indulgence I found, the more I rendered 
myſelf unworthy of it. The next day I diſ- 
miſſed my lover, in the belief that he was not 
agreeable enough to make my huſband uneaſy, 
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and to ſucceed him, choſe the handſomeſt, 
but the moſt debauched man at court. 
My huſband diſcovered it, and tho' he did 
not at that time ſhew his reſentment, ſoon af- 
terwards ſhut me up in a temple, declaring I 
ſhould abide there for life, but, depending on the 
credit of my birth, I laughed at this enterprize, 
and flattered myſelf that the leaſt application 
from me to the higher powers would fruſtrate 
my huſband's malice, and make him repent his 
temerity ; but how cruelly was I diſappointed, 
when I found I] could not get any anſwer to my 
letters, which I believed had been intercepted. 
I then judged I was confined. for life. - At this 
terrible reflection I became quite furious; I 
thought. to rid myſelf of a being that was be- 
come burthenſome to me, but when my love of 
life recalled me to reaſon,” I made a ſolemn vow 
to find a means of revenging myſelf on him, who 
had made uſe of this expedient to puniſh me. 
In the mean time, finding I had no other way 
of recovering my liberty than by permiſſion of a 
huſband, . whoſe eaſineſs I had fo often experi- 
- enced, I wrote him a letter, full of the moſt ſo- 
lemn proteſtations to- repair by my future con- 
duct my paſt diſorders. oc 8 
My huſband, influenced by the goodneſs of his 
heart, ſuffered himſelf to be prevailed on; he 
came to make me a viſit, and conſole me on the 
occaſion; he did not leave me-*till he had pro- 
miſed me that he would foon finiſh my captivity, 
and he kept: his word. Who would not have 
Jr. (3 that this unparallelled indulgence and 


reflection on my paſt conduct, would have in- 
duced . 
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duced me to purſue a more regular one for the 
future; but when the heart is once depi aved, 
how hard is it to reſtrain it from its bias, and 
to endeavour at amendment. | 

In the mean time, the fear of returning to 
the place, from whence I had found ſo much 
difficulty to get releaſed, obliged me to take 
great pains to conceal the bent of my inclinati- 
ons; and, tho' once ſo haughty, deigned to 
look down amongſt my domeſticks. A hand- 
ſome and well made ſlave took my attention; 
I was forced to employ my moſt alluring arts to 
bring him to my purpoſe: his honeſt heart for 
a long time preſerved him from the temptation, 


but he at laſt gave way, and became an acceſ- ' 


fary in this new perfidy, for which he ſoon met 
with a ſevere puniſhment. 


ened at the conſequence this adventure might 
produce, and to exculpate myſelf of an affair 
that was going to be proved on me, I ſcreamed 


and called aloud for help as if I had been in the 
8 diſtreſs, he ran to me, and found me 
doing, what nothing but the fear of this dread- 
ful Taliſman could force me to confeſs, tearing 
the hair of this lately ſo cheriſhed ſlave. I ex- 


prefied 


One day when he was ſhut up with me in 
my cloſet, I heard my huſband's voice; my 
fear made me conceive the blackeſt deſigns that 
ever was formed by woman. How little is the- 
heart affected in this unworthy paſſion which 

we term love, when it is rather raiſed to ſatisfy 
ourſelves than by the merit of the object; how 
improper is the name when applied to ſuch a 
paſſion! My huſband was at the door; fright- 
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preſſed my feigned indignation in the ſtrongeſt 
terms; this unfortunate wretch perceived my 
deſign, and judging himſelf loſt hy this artifice, 
fell at his maſter's feet, in order to juſtify him- 
ſelf and implore his mercy ; he aſſured him that 
if he was guilty, it was not entirely his fault, 
but that I had made the firſt overtures; I did 
not give him time to enter into a long detail. 
Will you hear, cryed 1 aloud to raiſe the family, 
a traitor who would have forced me to the moſt 
horrid extremities; take him from my fight, 
and revenge me this moment on the audacious 
wretch, or I will tear him to pieces before 
your face. 

Whatever reaſons my huſband might have to 
ſuſpect me from cauſes too recent, he ſeemed to 
believe me, and though probably felt a ſe- 
cret repugnance, yet with his ſword he gave im- 


mediate death to the unfortunate ſlave. 


At this period of time your majeſty's order 


was publiſhed for all the women of the king- 


dom to retire to this city. However diſagreea- 
ble it might appear to me at firft, T now return 
you thanks for my confinement, as it has 
brought me to a true knowledge of myſelf, and 
made me reflect on my paſt crimes, *till I am 
ſenſible of the heinouſneſs of them. 

Filldame finiſhed her hiſtory, holding down 
her head, as overcome with ſhame. The king 
ordered her to be carried back, and ſpeaking to 
Croſegol, © well,” faid he, ſtamping with fury, 
does this confeflion of the moſt horrid perfidy 
% confound you? Are you able after this de- 
& claration to diſapprove of my — eh" 

S191 & theie 
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ee theſe wretched women; and dare you ſtill 
e flatter yourſelf with finding one who has a 
« different heart? Yes, my lord,” replied 
Croſegol reſolutely ; if your majeſty will look 
« once more in your liſt, I dare affirm you may 
te yet find one whoſe wife conduct will over- 
« come your fatal prejudice. I cannot believe 
“ any ſuch thing, replied the king, but as 
I have promiſed, I will keep my word. 
Tanidan, after having marked the names of 
thoſe whoſe characters he knew, read over ſe- 
veral others whom Croſegol objected to, as not 
anſwering the end propoſed. The king grew 
tired of this fruitleſs labour, and ſaid, well 
„ Croſegol, you had better own my conjectures 
« juſt, and not urge me to go any further, but 
“ ſtop here. No, my lord,” continued the mi- 
niſter, „I deſpair not yet of ſucceſs, You do 
“% very well,” continued the king, © but you 
© woutd\do much better to quit a deſign which 
„ you will be obliged to abandon ſooner or la- 
© ter; but I will not force you, and to morrow 
© we will proceed; but let us now return to 
“the palace; it grows late, and I would not 
have it ſuſpected that I have any communi- 
cation with Lodbarli; if that was to happen, 
« my ſubjects would ſuppoſe it criminal, and 
„ perhaps would ſay, that I had put all the 
* women into Lodlarli, that I might enjoy 
them, under pretence of antipathy. That 
my lord,” anſwered Croſegol, following the 
king, who took the way to the ſubterrane, that 
is puſhing your opinion of human malice very 
*: far,” Not ſo far as you imagine,” replied 


. Tanidan, 


140 FEMALE BANISHMENT, or 


Tanidan, © beſides, do not appearances make 
« preatly for theſe conjectures? I keep all the 
«© women of my realm confined ; I diſappear 
every night —— my palace, and continue 
abſent a long time; what ſhould you think 
if you were not in the ſecret? but I expect 
you'll ſoon deſire this enquiry may be dropped, 
< and that, after a few examinations, I ſhall 
« find you as great an enemy to the ſex as my- 
« ſelf. That is faying much;” replied Cro/c- 
gol, “ that I have loved them to exceſs I own, 
and if I did not dread adding to a hatred al- 
ready too great, I could ſatisfy your majeſty 
that I am not ſo much their partizan as you 
© ſuppoſe. - Ah, ah!“ cried the king laughing, 
<< can it be poſſible that you have ever been the 
« dupe of this artful ſex? But too much,” 
replied the miniſter ; ** ſuch as you ſee me, my 
„ lord, I have ſuffered from women all that 
«© can be ſuffered by the moſt wretched. Ah!” 
cried Tanidan with vivacity, I wiſh you 
„ would tell me how; we have an hours walk 
to the- ſtair-caſe ; this ſtory will divert us, 
« and make the way ſeem ſhort.” Crofego! 
was, too far advanced to draw back, and think- 
ing it beſt to comply with a good grace, began 
as follows. | 520 


CROSEGOVUs Hiſtory, 


II is not without ſome pain, my lord, that 

I make you the detail of my amorous ad- 
ventures; they are ſo many, and contain ſo 
great a number of events, that I don't know if 
t my 


! 
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my memory is ſufficient to recollect them. 
Your majeſty will ſee in this recital to what 
diſorders love may carry us, when it reigns ab- 
ſolute and overcomes our reaſon; I have had 
long and painful experience of it, After expe- 
rience of the firſt perfidy from this enchanting 
ſex, I bad them adieu as if for ever; but it was 
an ill judged ſelf-ſufficiency ; 1 did not know 
myſelt: it was not *till after many years I ac- 
quired that knowledge, and could entirely wean 
myſelf from them. Wb 

I was more than twenty when my father, 


firſt miniſter to the deceaſed king, introduced 


me to the world; I had only known till then a 
retired and quiet life, which my wiſe father had 
cauſed me to lead, and the diſtaſte he had given 
me to the world, deſcribing it as full of pains 
and embaraſments, made me at my firſt en- 


trance into it regard it as a thorny labyrinth, | 


where ſooner” or later, notwithſtanding my 
teacher's precepts, I ſhould loſe myſelf. 

In this prepoſſeſſion I trembled when I arrived 
at court, every thing appeared diſguiſed, poli- 
tical and deceitful. F ſuſpected the whole world 
in general, but women in particular, and was 
_ ſuſpicious and fearful than can be ima- 

ined, $48, 
7 One day returning from huntine, which I 
then eſleemed the greateſt pleaſure, I perceived 
ſome thing move in a coppice, which made me 
fancy ſome ſavage beaſt lurked there ; I advanc- 
ed to it with precaution, carrying a lance in 
my hand; in hopes to ſurprize the animal ; but 
Harde bad I advanced ten ſteps in this ſolitary 
8 a place, 
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place, when I perceived a young perſon prepa- 
ring herſelf in all appearance to bath in an ad- 
jacent baſon, whoſe water was as clear as chryſ- 
tal. I felt ſomething at this fight which I had 
never been ſenſible of before, and for the fiſt 
time regarded a woman with attention. 

My father had recommended fo ſtrongly to 
me to fly from a ſex, who, he ſaid, were the per- 
nicious cauſe of all our miſconduct, and he added 
to this ſalutary advice ſo ſtrong a precaution to 
keep myſelf always employed, that I had not as 
yet thought of women : but at this time I could 
not conquer myſelf, the object before me charmed 
my ſenſes, and excited me to perſiſt and gratify 
my curioſity. I glided gently behind the ſhrubs 
that grew on the borders of the canal, laid my- 
ſelf flat on the ground, and kept my eyes fixed 
on this young maid, who had pulled off her ſan- 
dals, and was bathing her feet : they were whiter 
than ſnow. She ſighed ſeveral times, and ſeemed 
to be uneaſy. After having ſat ſtill ſome time, 
ſhe threw herſelf down on the bank, with her 
feet ſtil] in the water, ſhe ſeemed as if ſhe ſlept 
or muſed. I was in deſpair at this delay, I 
waited for her to bath herſelf; what I had ſeen 
made ſuch an impreſſion on me, that I was un- 
eaſy without knowing the reaſon. At laſt this 
young maid threw aſide her upper robe. Who 
would believe, after the deſign J had formed, 
that I ſhould ſhut my eyes when it was permit- 
ted me to gratify myſelf ? O reſpectable inno- 
cence, you yet reigned in my heart! She pro- 
ceeded to undreſs herſelf: while ſhe remained 
covered I had not ceaſed to regard her, but mo 


- x »D -w ww” EX Oy een 


more, My prayer was heard the fourth day in 


12 4 | 
* 
1 
FT 4 * 
- 


* 


2 
* 
2. 


/ .. Woman Hr ER. 143 


ſhe was undrefling, ſhame made the blood fly 
into my face ; I could not avoid trembling: I 
retired and ſaw no more. Scarce was thirty 
paces from this place fatal to my repoſe, than I 
repented the having deprived myſelf of a plea- 
ſure, which my imagination ſuggeſted to be ſo 

reat, I was aſhamed of having been aſhamed. 

no longer bluſhed through innocence but from 
anger that I had bluſhed ; the remains of virtue 
that I had, began to ſtruggle, but my heart was 
ulcerated, the ill was without a remedy; It 
carried me by force to ſee this beautiful maid 
again, After pauſing, I returned ; I entered the 
coppice with the ſame precaution, but in the 
time I had loſt in going and returning, the had. 
finiſhed her bathing = was gone. I returned 
home very much grieved. This beautiful maid 
was always preſent to my imagination; I did 
not ceaſe a moment from thinking of her, I ſaw 
her ſuch as ſhe had appeared to me, and I recall- 
ed to mind the leaſt of her actions; fleep ter- 
minated at laſt theſe reflections, but the moment 
I awaked I reſolved to return to the ſame place, 
and endeavour to be bolder and more fortunate 
than I had been the preceding evening. 

Three days paſſed without my being able to 
find her. In vain I traverſed the coppice ; ſhe 
appeared no more. In deſpair at the diſappoint- 
ment, and more and more poſſeſſed by her idea, 
which every where accompanied me, I ſearched 
for her in all the neighbouring places, but in 
vain, O enlivening ſun, cried I, permit me 
again to ſee this beautiful maid, and I aſk no 


the 
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the morning. I was crofling a path in the 
wood which ended in this fatal coppice, when 
turning round I ſaw her; ſhe came to me with 
precipitation : ** Ah” ſaid ſhe in a charming 
voice, have you ſeen my little white lamb,” 
No my pretty maid, replied I, advancing to- 
wards bs but if you pleaſe I will help you to 
ſearch for it. Willingly,” replied ſhe, © for 
&« T ſhall break my heart if I do not find it.” 
In rapture I thanked heaven and went with her, 
J was pleaſed with her chat, removed the bri- 
ers that obſtructed her way, and was her wil- 
ling ſlave. She told me that ſhe lived, in the 
neighbouring village, and fed her flock near 
that place; two hours paſſed without finding 
the lamb. © Ah! ill fortune,” cried ſhe, © we 
* ſhall never find my white lamb; they ſtole 
it while I ſlept under the ſhade of the linden 
cc tree, near the clear fountain where my flock 
« goes to drink; let us return to that place, 


« perhaps it may be come back again.” Her 


conjecture was right, we found the little animal, 
and in that moment ſhe ran and gave it a thou- 
ſand careſſes; the lamb held down its head, 
bleated and ſeemed pleaſed with theſe precious 
favours ; I envied its happineſs. 


I paſſed whole days with Clarinet, (that was 


her name} and paſſed them merely in admirin 
her, and ſpeaking of indifferent things; I woul 
have ſpoke to her of the love with which ſhe had 
filed my ſoul, but when I opened my mouth to 
ſpeak, baſhſulneſs with-held me and ſtopped my 


tongue. | | N Ap 
e 8 (9 Several 


r A eco Soo 


— 


| Woman HarTER, 147 
Several days paſſed in this manner; when 
ever I left her I formed the fineſt projects in the 
world for the next day; I even ſtudied my 
declaration; but the moment I ſaw her, my 
timidity returned, and I entirely forgot my 
tale. At laſt I Jaid hold of an opportunity, 
which Clarinet herſelf afforded. to declare my 
There was to be a feaſt ſolemnized the firſt 
day of the new-moon, on account of a pro- 
digy which had appeared on an adjacent lake, 
whoſe waters one night were covered with rays. 
of light. They judged that this place was ſa- 
cred, and that the goddeſs Diana dwelt there: 
in this imagination they thought it incumbent. + 
on them to ſacrifice to her; and the offering 
was to be preſented by the young maidens of 
the neighbouring village. They vyed with each 
other to appear fineſt on this occaſion, The 
prieſteſs of the temple conſecrated” to Diana, 
had choſe out the moft amiable to preſent the 
deſtined offering. Clarinet was to lead up the 
proceſſion: She apprized me of it with trani- 
port; but at the ſame time diſcovered ſome un- 
eaſineſs, that her parents were poor, and not 
in a ſituation to let her appear ſuitable to her 
wiſh, Her robe, which ſhould have "been f 
the fineſt-linnen, and white as ſnow, was only 
an ordinary ſtuff, which gaye ber uneafineſs : 
Toved too well not to make her eaſy on this 
bead; and reſolving to gratify her wilhes, and 
remove all her wants, the next day I ſent her a 
packet, in which I had put all that was neceſ- 
ly'to make her appear brilliant, This preſent 
_” > - © tranſported 
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_ tranſported her with joy; I ſaw how greatly 
ſhe was pleaſed with it, and thought the oc- 
caſion ſo favourable that, with a ſtammering 
voice, broken ſentences, and confuſed action, 
I declared my love. My declaration was well 
received. This encouraged me, I till con- 
tinued my aſſiduity, and had the pleaſure in a 
little time to find myſelf as much beloved as 
T dared hope. 1 
Every day I enjoyed the happineſs of ſeeing 
my Clarinet, and uſually carried her ſome pre- 
ſent : I was the. offener induced to it, as ſhe 
always repaid me with ſome little innocent fa- 
your. Sometimes ſhe gave me her hand to kiſs, 
at others preſſed mine. If the gift was conſider- 
able, the crook raiſed a corner of her hand- 
kerchief, as if by chance, and permitted me to 
ſee the beauties which it concealed ; then 
would ſhe puniſh me with an amorous flap, 
which ſhe ſaid was for my curioſity. I enjoyed 
too much pleaſure in theſe happy moments to 
debar myſelf of it by my preſumption, What 
happineſs did I not fee] in this charming com- 
merce | Never have I known any fince that 
may be compared to it. N 
4 One day as I was lying by her fide on the 
graſs, ' aſſuring her of the moſt lively tender- 
neſs, ſhe ſuddenly got up, ſeemed confuſed, 
and bid me get away as faſt as I could; for 
the ſaw her brother coming, who would ſe- 
verely reprimand her, if he found me with her. 
J obeyed with precipitation. I loved my ſhep- 
herdefs too well to cauſe her the leaſt pain. 
The next day was an unhappy one to me. 
I durſt not approach my Clarinet; her brother 
b "Was 
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was with her, and by the largeneſs of the flock © 
that fed near them, I feared he would. ſtay 


with her all that day. Prepoſſeſſed with this 


idea I returned home very melancholy. This 
was the firſt abſence I had ſuffered ſince my 
being in love, In vain I ſought for amuſe- 


ment. At ſun-riſe I returned, but found more 


cauſe to exerciſe my patience, Eight days 
aſſed as the firſt, I knew not what to think. 
Without doubt, ſaid I to myſelf, he has been 
informed of my frequent viſits, He dreads [I 
ſhould ſteal his ſiſter, and therefore never 
leaves her. | 0 
This abſence gave me the greateſt pain; 1 
was greatly affected with the reflections I 
made, and reſolved, let what would be the 
conſequence, to join Clarinet, and know how I _ 
ſhould be able to ſee her for the future. Kt 
The next day I concealed myſelf behind 
ſome buſhes which formed a hedge near a 
brook, upon whoſe banks ſhe uſed to fit. The 
ſun was ſcarce. riſen when I ſaw her and her 
brother driving their flocks into the meadows : | 


they ſoon came near the place where I was 


concealed, My ſituation was convenient; 
for I could not only ſee them, but alſo hear 
what they ſaid. There was but one thing I 
had to fear; this was the dogs belonging to 
the flock ; but as the brook was large, I hoped 


that would take off their ſcent. 1 did not wait 


long before I found my N was right. 
They. came to drink and ſnuffed the air; but I 
was freed from my uneaſineſs by their returning 


fall ; I was not a 


to-the plain. The firſt thing that Clarinet an 
litile 


ker brother did was to br 
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little (urprized at the attention this brother paid 
to his charming ſiſter. He prevented her in 
every thing. A knife fell from her hand ; he 
flew to pick it up; he wiped it, and preſented 
it to her with uncommon politeneſs. I had an 
opportunity whilſt he ſtood to obſerye him. 
He was for a man what Clarinet was for a wo- 
man, tall and well-made, and had the moſt 
pleaſing countenance I ever faw ; dreſſed ſimply 
as he was, he had a genteel and diſtinguiſhed 
air. In a word, I ſhould have been greatly 
pleaſed with him if his ill-timed preſence had 
not diſconcerted all my amorous ſchemes. 
But it was not Rs J changed my 
opinion of him. Oh Heavens ! what a bro- 
/ ther! As ſoon as they had finiſhed their 
- breakfaſt, he took Clarinet round the neck, 
and aſked if ſhe would be always his love. 
She took his hand, and kiſſed it, I knew not 
what to think of a tenderneſs ſo exceſſive be- 
teen brother and ſiſter. But I was not yet at 
the height of my aſtoniſhment, Clarinet for one 
 kifs gave him two, blended with careſſes, in- 
nocent indeed, but which did not appear much 
in character between brother and ſiſter. I re- 
mained for ſome time patient, in hopes to hear 
them ſay ſomething that might clear my 
doubts, which were * ſtrong. In effect, 
it was not long before I was too well” ac- 
quainted with the truth. A conduct not fo | 
timid as mine, and ſome words that I heard, 
diſcovered that Thigeles (the name of this ſup- 
poſed brother) was a ſhepherd of the village, 
not related to Clarinet, who was a coquet that 
bad made me believe any thing ſhe pleaſed, v. 


— 
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had played upon me. I learned from the reſt of 
their converſation that Thigeles was a party in the 
cheat, and that he kept me away only to make 
me the more deſirous to ſee her, with the deſign 
of obliging me to makes«her more preſents, 


What railleries followed the plots they laid to 
to cheat me ! I had heard enough, and retired 


with a firm reſolution of -making them repent it. 
| Nevertheleſs this ill- humour continued but 
an inſtant, ' The moment I got home I 
thought the vengeance meditated, below me, 
and believed it more proper to forget entirely 


this unworthy creature, and ſeek for conſolation 


elſewhere. | | 

The death of my father, which happened a 
little after this adventure, . diſturbed the new; 
projects I had formed, The charms of enjoy 
ing an eaſy freedom drove women from my 
mind. My firſt adventure had given me ſuch a 
diſlike to the ſex that I carefully avoided them z 
notwithſtanding chance threw a ſecond in my 


Ways which broke the reſolutions I had formed, 


eturning very late one night from viſiting a 
friend, I ſaw before me, by the light of a flame 
beau which my ſervant carried, a young per- 


ſon, who, with her hands joined in a ſuppliant 


poſture, begged me to take her under my pro- 
tection :. tears lowed from her eyes while ſhe 
made this requeſt. F 

She appeared ſo amiable notwithſtanding the 


diſorder of her dreſs, that I readily offered her 


my hand ; after a little ceremony ſhe accepted 
it, and as we walked, let me know the cauſe of 


her diſtreſs. She informed me ſhe was daugh- 


_ ter 
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ter to one of the principal tradeſmen in the 
city. Her mother, who was young and loved 
the world, made her endure the greateſt ſlavery, 
and if any one behaved to her with the leaſt civi- 


lity, ſhe would vn her ill humour or rather 
jealouſy beat her crue 


v. It is not my fault, Sir, 
< (ſaid ſhe with the prettieſt air in the world) 
« if people ſay I am handſome. I don't deſire 
&« fuch compliments; what can I do? lt is not 
natural I ſhould be angry with thoſe that like 
« me. My mamma would either have me ug- 
ly or prevent me from ſeeing any body. I: 


not that very hard upon me? She ſays that 


I intice the men; and indeed, Sir, I have 
„hardly ever looked at one, and dare aflure 
« you, that I cannot remember ever to have 


s ſpoken fo long to one before as I have 


done to you.” The tone of voice, and the 


pretty manner in which ſhe expreſſed herſelf, 
gave me a great pleaſure, © And for what, 


„ (faid I to her) has your mamma been fo 


& cruel to turn you into the ſtreets at this time 


« of night?” Ah, Sir, replied Findalia (that 
was this little girl's name) nothing can be more 


« unjuſt, and I'll lay a wager when I tell it 


* = that you will be of my opinion.” 
cc 


b, I will anſwer for that ! replied I, preſſing 


her hand“ I am very much diſpoſed to it. 


£ Good Sir, (interrupted the little Findalia, 
% looking ſtedfaſtly at me) you laugh at me.” 
« It is impoſſible (replied I, in a very ſerious 
© tone) fiinſh your ſtory ; you will ſoon ſee 
how much I intereſt myſelf in your affairs“ 
She then told me with the moſt pleaſing 
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ſimplicity, that her mother was a woman of 
thirty who loved pleaſure: her huſband, to 
whom ſhe had been married very young, was 
farther advanced in years, but had not any 
authority in his houſe. This woman, as far as 1 
could find by the artleſs diſcourſe of Findalia, 
had a good friend on whom ſhe beſtowed par- 
ticular favours. The young Findalia was hand- 
ſome. This made her mother jealous. It had 
happened this day that the mother's affairs ob- 
liged her to go out. Unluckily for Findalia, 
the lover came while ſhe was abſent: perhaps 
he reaped ſome advantages from her mother's 
| abſence; but whatever paſſed ſhe only told me, 
that her mother returning ſooner than was ex- 
pected, found her gallant making love to her 
daughter. It was too much to bear patiently. 
The mother tranſported with rage flew at her 
lover, who believed it neceſſary for his ſafety to 
make a quick retreat. 
As to Findalia, ſhe did not come off ſo 
eaſily: after a ſhower of blows her mother 
commanded her to declare what had been done 
in her abſence. Findalia inſiſted that ſhe had 
been an eye-witneſs to all that had paſſed. We 
commonly judge of others by ourſelves. Upon 
this refuſal the mother beat her with more vio- 
lence than before, Fortunately for Findalia, 
the father was not yet afleep ; notwithſtanding 
his uſual complaiſance to his wife, he came 
with an intention to command at leaſt once in 
| tis life, and interpoſed to ſave his daughter. 
The wife, exaſperated at his temerity, fell upon 
4 | him. 
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bim. During this new combat Findalia eſcaped, 
With the reſolution never to return. 

No ſooner had my little adventurer finiſhed 
her narration, than | aſked her out of raillery, 
if the would employ me to make peace with 
„ her mother?“ At this diſcourſe ſhe ſcream'd 
and would have ran from me, had I not pre- 
vented her, and ſwore that.I only faid it to 
make her laugh, but intended to take her under 
my protection, and never abandon her. This 
declaration ſo tranſported her, that ſhe took 
hold of my hand and kiſs'd it to teſtify her 
gratitude, 14 * 

Findalia was pretty and genteel, and ap- 
peared to have ſo much ſimplicity, that I drew a 
Pag omen from it. The perfidy of Clarinet 
had rendered me ſuſpicious ; . but notwithſtand- 
ing I reſolved to take care of this amiable git}, 
and if poſſible preſerve her for myſelf, 

1 pave her an apartment in my houſe till! 
could provide accommodations for her. She 
diſcovered ſo much ſenſe and vivacity, during 
the little time I ſtaid with her, that 1 left her 
with regret, I went to bed with my mind full 
of this new acquiſition, and did not ſleep till I 
had formed a thouſand jealous projects to pre- 
ſerve het, 4p 

Next morning brought me new pleaſure ; for 
I faw her graceful air, and charms which had 
eſcaped by the light of the lambeau. I con- 
ſidered her with inexpreſſible rapture. She was 
as fair as alabaſter, with eye-brows finely 
arched, of the colour of jet, an aquiline noſe, 
a fine turn'd face, and a mouth capable of in- 
* . flamipg 
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flaming the moſt inſenſible. Her arms and 
hands were inimitab lee. 

Whilſt we breakfaſted I ſent in ſearch of 
an old woman, a Roman, who had been m 
nurſe, and was very much attached to me. 1 
told her my adventure, and the defign I had of 
truſting her with my treaſure, finiſhing my diſ- 
courſe — giving her a conſiderable preſent, and 
promiſed to reward her according to the care 
ſhe ſhould take of Findalia. Boucauna (that 
was the old woman's name) ſeemed highly 
pleaſed at the good opinion J had of her, and 
ſwore to me by the life of her grandmother, 
that ſhe would take as much care of 9 young 
miſtreſs as if ſhe was her own child. I deſired 
Findalia might be dreſs'd in the moſt elegant 
manner. My father had left me a fortune 
ſufficient to ſupport my pleaſures, and I had 
never found out any that were fo agreeable to 
r If 52 

When penteely dreſſed, methought I found 
new beauties in her. She was as tall at four- 
teen, and as well formed, as moſt women at 
twenty; her eyes had ſo much fire, and ſo 
many graces, that it was impoſlible to withſtand 
them. I viewed her with pleaſure; I was more 
un than you can ſuppoſe ; the more obliging 
things this ſweet girl ſaid to me, the more I re- 
flefted: ſhe was fo ſenſible and ſprightly that I 
trembled ſor my love.” © The king could not 
help (ugning = Croſegol ue « no 
ſooner thought that the beauty of Findalia 
might give me cauſe for jealouſy, or that ſhe 


might- be ſeduced or ſtole from me, than I re- 
- WS -* 
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| ſolved to hide her from all the world, and in 


order to put this project in execution, Fhad a 
houſe built in the moſt private part of the city; 

I drew the plan myſelf, and it was contrived in 
ſuch a manner that it had neither windows nor 
doors that could be got at from without, If I 
durſt preſume ſo far, I ſhould compare it to Lod- 


bark; the walls were ſo high and ſo well de- 


fended with iron ſpikes, -that I had not any fear 
of their being ſcaled ; the inſide of the building 
was pleaſant, the windows looked on a bowling 
green ornamented with orange and myrtle-trees 
in porcelain vaſes; the apartments were mag- 
nificently furniſhed, and all on the ſame floor ; 
the outer wall was conſiderably higher than the 
houſe; the court or rather garden into which 
the outer windows looked, was covered with 
a thick grating, under the pretence of preſerving 
variety. of ſinging birds that were brought for 
amuſement, but in reality to hinder letters from 
coming to Findalia; in a word, I omitted not 
any thing that could render the place impregna- 
ble. In fix months it was finiſhed; there I 
mut up my treaſure, with Boucauna and ſome 
other women, as well to keep her company as 
to attend her. There is not any thing per- 
« plexes me in your hiſtory,” ſaid Tanidan, 


- © but to know by what means you got your 


girl and her women into your ſtrong caſtle : 
« you ſay it had not any windows or doors on 
<« the outſide, and unleſs you conveyed them 


« through the air, I can't imagine any road by 
_ «© which you could carry them,” + | 


A good 
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A remark,” replied Croſegol, © I forgot 
to tell you, that I had bought before I built.my 
ſtrong caſtle, a neighbouring houſe, the cellars 
of which were very extenſive ; under pretence 
that they were not big enough for me, I had 
them made ſtill larger, and carried them to the 
foundation of my intended caſtle; it was upon 
the arches of theſe cellars that I built Findalia's 
priſon, and by the cellar of the firſt houſe it 


was I conveyed her with the ſlaves that were to 


be confined with her. 1 

Never had jealous man taken greater care; 
the day I had fixed for conveying my Findalia 
to this place of ſafety, I cauſed an elegant ſup- 
per to be carried to the houſe under which was 
my ſecret cellar; I ſat down to table with Fin- 


dalia, Boucauna, and all the girls that were to 


attend her, which were twelve. I took the op- 
portunity of my birth day to give them this re- 

ale, I threw off reſerve to encourage them to 
be free, and feigned myſelf overcome with wine 


to make them Jeſs cautious ; they ſoon followed 
my example. When I ſaw they were in high 
ſpirits, I gave them an agreeable liquor in which - 


had put an opiate that would cauſe them to 
fleep twelve hours at leaſt, When they were 
all in the ſtate I wiſhed, I, with the aſſiſtance of 
a truſty flave, conveyed them through a private 
trap door into my houſe, where they were to be 
ſhut up, and placed them in their ſeveral 
apartments, | 4-55 

The ſecret of this trap was ſo artfully con- 
trived, by means of a board that lifted up, and 
ſhut in its proper __— that it was almoſt im- 


poſſible - 
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poſſible to diſcover it. It was in a private cloſet 
that I had cauſed to be built for myſelf ; by this 
means I could appear and diſappear whenever I 
army and eaſily convey proviſions in the night 

om my firſt houſe with the help of my ſlave. 
I pleaſed myſelf greatly with the thoughts of 
ſeeing theſe girls when they firſt awaked, and 


being a witneſs of their ſurprize and embarraſſ- 


ment; to enjoy it with greater caſe I diſguiſed 
myſelf in the habit of aflave. 

Boucauna was the firſt that awaked; ſhe 
viewed her chamber all around, and then got 


up aſtoniſhed to ſee herſelf in a ſtrange place, 


She went into the ſalon which was finely fur- 
niſhed, where ſhe ſaw all her companions aſleep 
upon ſopha's. If we lived in the time of 
&© enchantments” cried ſhe, „I ſhould think 
« that all this which has happened ſince yeſter- 


55 


„ day, was cauſed by them.” She remained 


ſilent after this reflection, and examined all the 

ſlaves, as if ſhe wanted to ſee if they were all 

there, and then continued her ſear ch.. 
She ran through the whole houſe which con- 


| fiſted of thirty rooms, and was built round the 


arden ; when ſhe came to the beſt apartment, 
Fu 5 


the richneſs of the furniture ſeemed to ſtrike her 


more than all the reſt ; indeed I had here em- 


_ Pleyed all that art and magnificence could be- 


ſtou /: the bed was of the moſt beautiful filk in 
which Findalia ſlepft. Boucauna flew to her 


charge and cried, “Ah Mars] have I found 


« her at laſt, but ſhe ſleeps! what can all 
« theſe ſurpriſing things mean] ſome genii has 
« without doubt done all this,” PR 
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this moment awaked; Boucauna imparted her 
aſtoniſhment to her. Findaha aroſe, and with 
Boucauna joined the other girls, who were by 
this time all awake, and amazed to find them- 
ſelves in a place of which they had not gþe leaſt 
knowledge: 6979 

A female council was held, and the iſſue was 
to examine all the rooms a ſecond time with 
new attention; but cried Boucauna, <* T dare 
« ſwear, Juns forgive me, that the lord Croſe- 
« gel takes me for a fool, and is ſuſpicious of 
% me.” At this diſcourſe Findalia could not 
help crying. «« We are doubly ſlaves,” cried 
the old an impatiently, I fee here the fi- 
« neſt apartments in the world; a houſe in 
ce which nothing is wanting, and than which 
« nothing can be more pleaſant ; but with alt 

the ſearch I have made, I can't find any door 
66 to go out, nor can I conceive how in the 
name of Plato we got in.“ All the women 
at this remark cried out, we are bewitched ! 
« we are enchanted ! how wretched ye are!“ 
and then wept bitterly. Findalia, who ſeemed 
to be leſs afflicted than the others, and whom I 
took moſt pleaſure to examine, let Boucauna, 
and the reſt of her companions cry on, ſaying 
ſhe was not foolifh enough to believe there was 
any enchantment in all this, and that ſhe would 
go and find the door by which they all came in. 
«© We are no longer in the time of prodigies, 
. faid ſhe to me confidently, taking me for one of 
the ſlaves, ** this is only a fly trick of my lord 
Croſegol's, the effect of his jealouſy; I al- 
el 25: l „Ways 
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„ ways ſuſpected he was jealous, but you ſhall 
<« ſee I will be as cunning as him.” 

It was with great pain I kept myſelf from 
laughing at her manner of ſaying this, however 
I contained myſelf, I was reſolved to ſee the 
end. We began to be good company, the 
confident tone in which Findalia ſpoke impoſed 
upon them, and they all followed her in the 
ſearch. Every corner was narrowly looked in- 
to, every cloſet opened. They ſounded with 
their hands every thing that had the leaſt ap- 
pearance of a door ; they lifted up the hangings, 
« Stay,” cried Findalia with an aſſured air, 
© here is the door, this wall may contain a ſe- 
4 cret.” It was a wall behind a large preſs ſhe 
meant. I remember when I was a little 
« girl,” continued ſhe, that my mother had 
« a ſecret door made, which was like this, 
© through which ſhe uſed to receive her lover, 
«© without my old father's finding it out. What 
& do you think he did; he was ſo ill natured, 
„“ he uſed to ſhut my mamma up when he went 
« out, becauſe he was jealous of her, but he 
« was caught in his own trap ; for by means of 
a cupboard, behind which there was a hole, 
* ſhe received her good friend from the next 
„ houſe: See how we fit them for their jea- 
% louſy.” This hiſtory was ſo artfully told, 
and the apoſtrophe ſo natural, that I could not 
forbear burſting into a loud laugh; I had re- 
_ ſtrained myſelf a long time, but at that moment 
was off my guard. 

The maſculine tone in which I laughed diſ- 
covered me; Findalia was the firk that found 

| me 
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me out; ſhe jumped about my neck, and called 
me a malicious wretch, who delighted to teaze 
her. Ah ah, is it ſo,” ſaid ſhe, © that you 
“ catch us? and I never to find you out, and 
« to tell you every thing I thought! What a 
C wicked trick? but I will revenge myſelf on 
4. you.” I received her careſſes with pleaſure, 
the charming manner in which ſhe rallied fo 
ſerious an adventure, increaſed my love ; I re- 
ſolved to lay hold of this minute of good humour 
to declare to her and her companions my inten- 
tions with regard to their deſtiny, | þ 

But in order to ſoften it as much as poſſible, 
I carried them into a room, where, in a private 
place I had concealed a table, ready ſpread with 
an elegant collation ;. after having invited them 
to fit down and eat, I addreſſed myſelf to 
Findalia. | | | 

I cannot give you a ftronger proof of my 
cc love, than the precautions I have taken to 
<« preſerve you mine : your youth, eaſy to be 
„ ſeduced, moved my pity; I was willing to 
<« render you worthy of every thing I can do 
for you, by ſecuring you from the wiles of 
« my own ſex. | 

& There will come a time, when you will 
« thank me for the conduct I have purſued, 
« without which, however virtuous you had 
« been, a doubt, a mere nothing might have 
altered my good intentions. Your happineſs 
4 depends on my eſteem ; in your preſent ſitu- 
“ation you cannot loſe it: continue then to 
render yourſelf worthy of my choice, _ 
1 Yi | . * hve 
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& live at eaſe till T can publickly unite you to 
« myſelf. 
& T ſhall know by the chearful manner in 
ec which you live here, if you love me; and 
« will take care that you ſhall be furniſhed 
with every genteel amuſement : I ſhall oft 
viſit you and convince you of my tenderneſs, 
As to theſe ſlaves,” faid I in a ſevere. tone, 
my commands are, that they ſerve you with 
as much reſpect as they do me. I have made 
choice of thoſe who have ſome genius, and 
<« whoſe minds have been cultivated, that the 
% may amuſe you during the time chat my af. 
fairs ſeparate me from you; I exhort Folk 
e to make it their ſtudy ; on their obedience 
« depends their liberty and fortune. | 

This flattered Findalia's ſelf-love, ſhe had 
been uſed'to obey, and now began to be ſenſible 
of the pleaſure of commanding : I perceived it. 
A bluſh, which covered her face, when I declared 


8 3 3 8 2 8 


. ſovereign, though of theſe limited territo- 


ries; diſcovered to me, that this advantage, 
however light it might be, was not diſagreeable. 
| Boucauna, who expreſſed a very great attach- 
ment to me, notwithſtanding the murmurs I 
had heard from her, promiſed That ſhe would ſee 
my orders faithfully executed, and that I had 
nothing to do but to confide entirely i in her. 
Smiling; I ſaid to Findalia, “ well, my dear 
« girl, 1 ſhall now enjoy woe in the hap- 
„ pineſs of ſeeing you; may I flatter myſelf 
ce that it will be reciprocal, and that you will 
* not be tired of living for me. As for that,” 
replied ſhe, taking my hand and kiſſing it, 


< every thing that you do ſhews how dear am 
7 
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© to you; I ſhall not ſurely be ungrateful; be- 
« ſides, what is it I can want? am I not well 
& drefled ? have you not given me a thouſand 
« pretty things? if I had lived a hundred years 
© with. my mamma I could not have hoped for 
© ſuch; beſides, I ſhall not be beat. Beat!” 
replied I, making her fit down on a ſopha, 
if any ſlave ſhews the leaſt diſreſpect to you, 
I ſhall ſeverely puniſh her; and I expect eve- 
« xy one here to uſe their utmoſt efforts to 
« pleaſe you. But will not theſe ſlaves re- 
& proach me with being a little girl,” con- 
tinued Findalia, and be aſhamed of the ob- 
« ligation they are under to obey me? No, 
& no,“ purſued I, “ you may command them, 
* and they will fly to execute your orders, 
Alfter this converſation I left her: the next 
evening I went to my ſecret palace, with the 
deſign of ſupping with my young-miſtreſs, and 
having the ſatis faction of enjoying her preſence 
at my eaſe; I had not yet converſed familiarl) 
with her, and I formed to myſelf an infinite 
pleaſure in ſounding her innocent character. 

I found this dear girl laughing heartily at 4 
ſtory Boucauna had juſt told her; I was delight- 
ed to find her in this diſpoſition, and made the 
old woman a preſent to inſpire the other ſlaves 
with an emulation to pleaſe Findalia, who preſ- 
ſed my hand with an air of affection that charm- 
ed me. In the mean time I endeavoured to pe- 
netrate her ſentiments on her confinement. ©*I 
am ſorry to diſturb your gaiety,” ſaid I, after 
returning her carefſes, << but I muſt tell you that 

your mother has found out that you are with 
hs 5 ; „ me. 


* 
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e me. Oh heavens !“ cried ſne, then I am 
'«< loſt, I don't know what to do,” continued I 
ſighing, not taking notice of Findalia's agitati- 
On, for ſhe will abſolutely have you ſent to 
* her. I would ſooner die my lord,” continu- 
ed my little miſtreſs, crying bitterly, „if I re- 
turn to her I ſhall be the moſt wretched crea- 
<« ture in the world; is it poſſible,” ſaid ſhe to 
me, kiſſing my hand ardently, that you can 


s abandon me, after having promiſed always to 


ce be my protector. But what would you have 
me do,” replied I, affecting an embarraſſed air. 
“ Say to her” continued Findalia, that I am 
not with you, and that you don't know what 
<< is become of me. hat would do very 
„ well,” replied I, © if ſhe was not informed 
«© of the place where you are. Well, well,” 
replied ſne, you may deny it, no one will 
% come here to ſearch for me; and have not 
“ you ſaid, that it is impoſſible for any body to 
« get into this place? if ſo, what have you to 
+ | if they take me away, it muſt be with 
« your conſent; I fear, Sir, you don't love me 
by þ well as you did.” 
The goodneſs and ſincerity of Findalia's an- 
ſwer, convinced me ſhe did not regret her con- 
finement. After ſuffering her to fret a little, I 
calmed her mind by aſſuring her of my protecti- 
on, and that ſhe ſhould not ſee her mother till 
ſhe was in a ſituation which would command 
reſpect. Theſe aſſurances put the little girl into 
the beſt humour imaginable ; ſhe ſaid a thou- 
ſand agreeable things whilſt we were at ſupper ; 
what ſurprized me the- moſt was, to find-her 


better 


— 
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better inſtructed than I deſired; ſhe had ſeveral 
little tricks that beſpoke her too well acquainted 
with the world. She ſipped a little, and then 

ave me the remainder of her glaſs with an art- 
ful ſmile that ſignified a great deal; then ſhe 


ſung little free love ſongs that diſcovered a ſpirit 


of libertiniſm, hid under a very thin veil: the 
- concluſion I drew from it was, that this young 
maid had been under the hands of able maſters 
in the art of pleaſing ; this idea afflicted me and 
made me thoughtful ; Findalia perceived it, and 


aſked me in the moſt lively manner what was 


the cauſe. I love you Findalia, anſwered I, 


e and am greatly intereſted in every thing that 


concerns you; I have believed you more ig- 
6 norant than you are. Speak truth my charm- 
“ing girl, and with confidence, ſaid I, tell 
ce me ſincerely where have you learned theſe 
pretty actions with which you enliven your 
“ converſation ; if you love me, you will inge- 


&© niouſly tell me,” This I ſaid in a ſoft and 


tender manner, that I might induce her to a 
frank and open declaration; but it had this ef- 
fect, ſhe bluſhed and ſeemed aſtoniſhed, which 
in ſome degree confirmed me in my conjectures. 
I renewed my aſſurances of love to encourage 
her frankneſs, © Ah well,” aid ſhe ſighing, 
I ſee I have not done right; indeed I did not 
* think there was any harm in it, but I will do 
* fo no more,” This anſwer began to ſatisfy 
me, I judged there was nothing criminal in her 
conduct; ſhe ſaid further, © my mamma beha- 
ved ſo to her lover, ſhe uſed to ſend me out 
of the room, but I found out ſomething ; 


« and 
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*© and what was it,” replied I with vivacity, 
7 Ah well,” replied my Findalia, ** 1 will tell 
©© you every thing I remember; if it makes you 
„angry it is not my fault, for you will be 
| © obeyed.” 

She raiſed my curioſity, but I made no an- 
ſwer in hopes ſhe would proceed; at laſt ſhe got 
up and danced in a lively manner, affecting the 

molt ſingular attitudes every time ſhe paſſed me, 
. and then held her head on one fide, turning her 
eyes up ſhe ſighed with the moſt enchanting. 
graces ; I aſked if this was what ſhe was goir 
to ſay. © Without doubt,” ſaid ſhe, ** does 
it not explain itſelf; I uſed to watch my mo- 
ther through a crack when ſhe was ſhut up 
« with her lover.” Findalia then came and fat 
down by me and ſeemed to meditate; I judged 
that this new manner of acting was the ſecond 
part of her mother's character, therefore would 
not interrupt her; my conjectures were right, 
Findalia was ſome time in this ſituation, when 
turning her head to me with her on half ſhut, 
ſhe aſked me in a ſoft and languiſhing voice if 
ſhe looked well, and if ſhe was placed properly 
to be drawn; T thought ſhe meaned drawing 
her picture, r 
She after this got up, and aſked me if I choſe 


to toy and play with her: but J will not re- 


« peat to you my lord, all that was ſaid on this 
& ſubject. Findalia ſhewed her wit, and ſuſ- 


tained the converſation with ſpirit. I found her 

a perfe& miſtreſs in the art of pleaſing, and was 

forced to yield, and agreed that the wiſeſt * 
2 moſt . 


8 
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moſt accompliſned men are obliged ſometimes 


to ſubmit to ſo lovely a ſex. 


4 * 


The, more agtecable ſhe appeared the more! 
was pleaſed with the precautions I had taken to 


keep her to myſelf; with ſo many charms and 
ſo much vivacity, ſhe would have been Joft in 


the world; ſhe was made to be admired, and 


from the diſpoſition I diſcovered in her, ſhe 

would have occaſioned me much chagrin, 
Three months paſſed away very agreeably ; 

my miſtreſs grew every day more amiable ; 

was always new, and it was impoſſible with ſo 


many attractions for me to ceaſe loving her; ſhe - 
was infinitely pleaſing and obliging in conver- 


ſation, and would oft ſay, © your precautions, 


«Sir, has rendered us mutually happy; no 


care, no inquietude can ever trouble our re- 


„ poſe; a diffidence, a doubt, nay, perhaps a 


« weakneſs on my fide, might have robbed me 


* of a lover, whom I eſteem as my greateſt fe- 


« licity.“ 


Theſe converſations always ended in the moſt 
tender careſſes: and fo far from my paſſion aba=- : 


ting, by my being frequently with my charming 
miſtreſs, I never quitted her without an extreme 
* to ſee her again. 
n the mean time the employs, which the de- 
ceaſed king conferred on me, put me under a 


| neceſſity of abridging my pleaſures. When I 
told Findalia of the indiſpenſible obligation 1 
was under, ſhe convinced me by a torrent of 
tears how much ſhe ſhould ſuffer from our ſepa» | 


ation; I could ſcarce appeaſe her by the moſt 


*% thought 


— 


% 


loathing arguments, or moſt ſolid reaſons, and 
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thought myſelf beloved as never man had been. 
One night pretty late, I determined to viſit. 
my girl; I had never ſurprized her aſleep, but 
was reſolved to enjoy this pleaſure. I had told 
her the evening before not to expect me, but 
luckily the king was engaged, and with eager- 
neſs I went to my caſtle, where, as I roſe from 
* trap door, I was not a little ſurprized to ſee 
a light in Findalia's apartment; it was ſo late 
that I did not expect to find her awake; ſhe na- 
turally loved ſleep, and her pleaſures in my ab- 
ſence could not be ſufficiently lively to make her 
wiſh to lengthen the days, which ſhe had aſſured 
me were mſupportable to her: filled with theſe 
reflections I went up a ſtair caſe that led to a 
little loft over Findaha's apartment, where I 
could ſee by an aperture made on purpoſe, all 
that paſſed ; I ſaw Findalia dancing with one of 
the ſlaves, - | 
This dance was in characters, and expreſſed 
in an artful manner all thoſe of love. That 
Findalia could dance, did not ſurprize me, but 
the ſlave danced fo well, and with an air ſo na- 
tural, that it amazed me; they afterwards dan- 
ced a rigadoon in a very lively manner; I was 
going to deſcend when 1 ſaw them bring bottles 
and glaſſes; I then reſolved to obſerve them 
ſome time * a collation was ſerved, and 
healths were drank with the utmoſt vivacity; 
aſterwards Findalia and the ſlave ſeemed to ſleep, 
from their ſilence; I thought then to ſurprize 
them, but bearing the ſound of ſome words J 
found they were awake. You are not very 
« complaiſant,” ſaid my miſtreſs to the ſlave, 
an « hat! 


— ** 


. 
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&« what! two dances make your head ach] I 
. & have danced twenty without being affected. 
4] believe it,” replied the ſlave, you have 
& ſeveral advantages over me, but conſider that 
% IT have been fatigued before. Go, go and 
„ repoſe yourſelf,” replied Findalia, I be- 
e lieved you leſs delicate. And TI you more re- 
t ſerved,” replied the ſlave in an imperious 
tone. How!” cried the young girl with ear- 
neſtneſs, it is very right to make me this re- 
C proach after every thing I have done for you. 
«© Ah, pleaſe the god of light,” interrupted the 
ſlave ſpitefully, that I had not ſo many obli- 
<« gations to you, if you had not treated me ſo 
« humanely, I ſhould not have ſuffered myſelf 
& to have been buried alive.” Findalia at theſe 
words got up with fury, ah heaven!“ cried 
- the, can it be] that JI have been ſo inſenſible 
e to hear this from ſuch a wretch | Is it thus 
&« traitor that you repay ſo lively a flame? Be- 
gone, and never approach me more: un- 
« grateful fellow, I have quitted all for you, 
te without you I ſhould have been at this time 
« perhaps the happieſt girl in the kingdom; 
« how many lovers have ſtrove to pleaſe me; 
«© my tenderneſs for you traitor made me deſpiſe 
« them; had it not been for you ſhould I have 
« left my mother? you complain of confine- 
„ ment, did you not ſeek it after being the fatal 
* cauſe of my ſlavery ? which, all horrid as it 
& is, would have given me leſs pain than thy 


tc ingratitude; in time I ſhould have been inu- 
cc 


to it; Croſegol adores me; ſooner or later 
& he would have taken me out of it, and elevat- 
| 1 | « eq 
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ed me to a higher rank; I ſhould have been 
% happy: thou alone makeſt me feel all the 
* rigour of my deſtiny.” 

Findalia ſaid much more in the fame ſtrain, 
and then cried bitterly. The ſlave, inflead of 
being ſoftened by her tears, continued to upbraid 
her with his confinement, and ſaid, that if he 


had conceived the impoſſibility of getting out of 


the. place into which his folly had brought him, 


he ſhould have taken care how he had endea- 


voured to ſee her. Findalia was ſenfibly piqued 
at this diſcourſe, her tears were ſucceeded by 
the greateſt fury and rage; | ſhe acuſed him of 


all her misfortunes, called him, a ſeducer and 
cheat. The ſlave anſwered her in the-moſt ag- 


gravating Enge. Findalid was enraged be- 
yond meaſure, ſhe ſeized the burning candle 
and threw it at his head; the light was extin- 
guiſhed, but her reproaches and clamours ſtill 
continued. | 
tude and deceit, and perplexed with wonder 
how this fellow could enter my houſe, or know 
the traitreſs lived there. af 

In theſe moments I did all I could to perſuade 
myſelf that I had been deceived. © Is it not 
“ poſſible that all this may be a play? Findalia 
« is lively; ſhe has been willing to amuſe her- 
4 ſelf; and to render her part more intereſting, 
«© has taken an innocent pleaſure in making one 


« of the flaves counterfeit the character of 


C a lover; but I will ſatisfy myſelf, continued 
I, * it is not difficult to get into her apartment, 
» the darknefs favours me, I ſhall find out 

GE 7 «*« ſomething 


£ 


1 uwas ſtung to the heart to find her ingrati- 


Cece rr 
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« ſomething that will unravel this myſtery.” 1 
took off my ſandals ; Findalia's paſſion which 
ſtill continued favoured my entry; but as ſoon 
as I had got three ſteps within the room I was 
ſeized by the arm, Ah, have I caught thee at 
s laſt villain,” cryed Findalia, laying hold on 
my hair. I muſt take from thee a life thou 
« art unworthy of; after having ſo cruelly de- 


&« ceived me, thou treateſt me as thy ſlave.” I 1 


did not chuſe to diſcover myſelf, and parried her 
blows without anſwering her ; the fury of her 
paſſion decreaſed by degrees, and a fit of ten- 
derneſs ſucceeded. * You don't anſwer me, un- 
«6 —_ man,” added ſhe in a ſoftened tone, 
&« ls it becauſe ycu repent the having vexed 
« your Findalia? If I could perſuade myſelf 
& fo, all cruel as thou art, I would return thee 
« my love.” A ſigh of rage, rather than tender- 
neſs that eſcaped me, ſhe believed to be a mark 
of repentance in her' lover, and flew to me with 
eagerneſs, and would have preſſed me in her 
arms. I puſhed her rudely from me; go; in- 
famous wretch, I cried, ** I know how to 
* puniſh your perfidy, and to revenge me on 
the traitor you have received into this place.” 
Scarce had I finiſhed theſe words when a light 
appeared, carried by the ſlave who was my miſ- 
treſſes lover. At the ſight of me with my poni- 
ard drawn, the wretch was ſo terrified; he let 
fall his candle, which was extinguiſhed a ſecond 
time, and owed his ſafety to the darkneſs; my 
dehgn was to ſacrifice him to my vengeance ; 


purſued/him, but having met with ſomething in - 


I got 


my'way, made a falſe mY and fell. 
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I got up with redoubled * and purſued my 
victim, but it was in vain; Findalia alſo eſca- 
ped and followed the ſlave: a moment's reflec- 
tion calmed me. I am maſter,” ſaid J, 
<< and can puniſh theſe criminals who can't eſ- 
e cape me.” Afterwards I went into my ſe- 
cret cabinet, with an intention to ſearch for the 
light I had left burning under the trap; but 
oh! what was my deſpair! this light had be- 
trayed me; its rays without doubt had pierced 
the joints of the trap, and diſcovered the ſecret, 
I found it raiſed and the light taken away. I 
could not doubt from theſe fatal proofs that 
Findalia was eſcaped by the cellars, and that I 
was entirely the dupe of the adventure : in the 
mean time a gleam of hope made me think that 
the fugitives had not yet gain'd the laſt door, 
which I generally left half open, In this thought 
I deſcended the ſtair caſe, and advanced to the 
door, which 1 found in the ſame manner in 
which I left it; “they are not gone out” ſaid 
I, * therefore I am ſure of puniſhing them.“ 
I vent up ſtairs, lighted a candle, and took ano- 
ther poniard, for in falling I had loſt the firſt. 
I. took the precaution to ſhut all the doors 
after me; Findalia's apartment was empty; 1 
went to that of Boucauna, ah] perfidious 
<<. wretch,” cried I, ſhewing her the poniard, 
. «© fee that which: ſhall finiſh thy crimes.” 
The old woman appeared to be half aſleep, but 
ſtarted at my approach, and in a diſtracted 
tone ſcreamed out, Ah, my lord, grant me 
% mercy, I will declare all. Follow 2 
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cried I with fury) “ aſſiſt me to find Findalia, 
« and then I ſhall decide thy deſtiny.” | 

Boucauna threw a robe round her, and trem- 
bling followed, conjuring me to have pity on 
her. I went through all the apartments and 
overturned every thing; but my ſearch was 
fruitleſs, neither Findalia or the ſlave were to 
be found : furious with deſpair, I would have 
maſſacred all the reſt. They are hid from me 
« (cried I in a voice with which all the hoſe 
&« echoed) but I ſwear by all that is moſt ſacred, 
© that if ſhe does not appear before the end of 
&« the day I will ſet fire to the houſe, and deſtroy 
without mercy every one of you.“ At this 
menace a general cry was heard; the ſlaves. 
threw themſelves at my feet, imploring mercy, 
but my rage render'd me immoveable, 

In the mean time Boucauna begged per- 
miſſion to be heard, aſſuring me that I ſhould 
have. reaſon to be ſatisfied with my condeſcen- 
fon, „ Speak, wretch (cried I with indigna- 
tion) but don't flatter thyſelf with the hopes of 
« calming my reſentment.” I then bad my 
ſlaves leave the room, and heard the old wo- 
man ſpeak thus : bien 

lt is leſs to eſcape your reſentment, my 
lord, that I am going to declare all I know 
© of this affair, than with deſire to cure you of 
*.2 paſſion for an unworthy object. 2 

intended before to open your eyes, and 
* have been ready twenty times to tell you 
* Findalia's hiſtory withwut daring to do it. 
*'You . tranſported with her, that 
*'Þ believed my ftory would render you moſt 
. 12 & unhappy. 
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„ unhappy. I feared your prepoſleflions would 
© not ſuffer you to conquer your paſſion, Oh, 
% my lord, you were very: blind at that time, 
** and 1 don't know whether it would have 
* pleaſed you to have taken off the bandage 
from your eyes. | = J 
I was not a little ſurprized at this begin. 
ning. © Ah (cried I with more attention) did 
« you know the wretch before ſhe came to 
% me? © Yes, my lord, (replied the old wo- 
< man) I brought her up. It was but juſt before 
<< we came here that I knew the particulars. It 
„is of my ſon, alas, I am going to ſpeak. 
% Oh fatal complaiſance |! Oh maternal ten- 
«© derneſs ! Why have I liſten'd to you? It 
* is you who have plunged me into this 
« abyſs!” In ſaying this, Boucauna cried vio- 
lently; her ſobs prevented her ſpeaking for 
ſome time. | | 
I was enraged at this delay, Her tears in- 
ſtead of moving my pity, more enraged me. 
At laſt, with ſobs and in a whining tone, ſhe 
continued thus. If you had ever been 2 
* father, you would have known the power 


© of nature, and the force of blood, and what 7 
one is capable of attempting to ſave the lite 7 
cc of a beloved fon. Maternal love was the ſource & 


„of my offences to you. Yes, my lord, with- 
« out natural fondneſs, more binding than 
other obligations, I had not given you cauſe 
of complaint. The night before you orders 
me to take Findalia under my care, Naldaſh, 
this unfortunate ſon of mine, came to me. 
J am loſt, my good mother (ſaid i 


— 
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don't employ all the talents you are miſtreſs 
&© of to reſtore to me a perſon I owe to your 
“ bounty; I am ruined, I ſhall certainly deſ- 
< tro} =: (x This menace frightened me.' 
« Ah, w me deſpair, (cried 1) What miſ- 
© fortune has hurried you to ſuch extremities?” . 
« The loſs of a girl.” Can that be capable of 
« doing it? \ my good mother, it is; 
„% without Findalia, whom I have loſt, I. can- 
© not live. I know that the is under the pro- 
e teftion of lord Croſegol; you have admiſſion 
© to his houſe ; it depends on you to ſave my 
e life, or cauſe my death, It is at preſent in 
your power. By recovering my Findalia you 
© will give me a life that will be a hundred 
* times dearer to me than that for which I am 
at preſent indebted to you,” “ In ending 
„ theſe words, Naldaſb threw himfelf at my 
e feet, and ſwore that he would not riſe till I 
* had decided his deſtiny.” _ l i 

« I found myſelf very much perplexed on 
&© this occaſion. I had reaſon to believe, from- 
« my ſon's report, that if Findalia was with 
« you it was a voluntary act. I made my fon 
« acquainted with my conjectures. Ah, 
« my mother (cried he) Findalia loves me, or 
« ſhe is the moſt perfidious of women: how 


„ did the aſſure me of it the evening I loſt 


« her ! I cannot doubt her love, No, no, ſhe 
has not forgot me I am certain; and to con- 
« vince you of it, I will give you an account 
k of all that has paſſed ſince the day that 
70 y | 


I 3 41 don't 
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I don't want this detail (replied I impatient- 
% Jy) I ſuppoſe your ſon pretended love to Fin. 
** dalia's mother, and under that pretext gaining 
©. admittance, ſeduced her daughter; but that 
< is not the point in hand. Tell me only, 
(continued I) by what infernal firatagem 
„ thou waſt able to introduce him into this 
„ place, I will not have any evaſians : make 
„your recital ſhort, and don't oblige me to 
interrupt you a ſecond time; and obſerve, 
„ your lite aniwers for the leaſt artifice.“ 
Boucauna trembled at this menace, and told 
me, that when I had ordered her to procure ſlaves 
to attend Findalia, ſhe had invented the ſtrata- 
gem of diſguiling her ſon in the habit of a ſlave, 
and putting him among the number of Findalia's 
attendants. After this confeſſion, I recollected 
with how much alacrity the artful Findalia had 
ſubmitted to her confinement. | 
bis idea enraged. me againſt her; but J 
pardoned the old beldame and her ſon, on con- 
dition ſhe would produce Findalia, but threa- 
tened her with immediate death in caſe of fai. 
ure. Boucauna knew me too well to doubt 
what I ſaid : ſhe immediately left me, and ſoon 
after returned with Findalia. Oh,  perfidious 
„ wretch ! (ſaid I,) is it thus that you repay 
© the moſt tender love?“ My paſſion made 
me pour forth a torrent of reproaches ; but, in 
what did they terminate? Will you believe 
me, my lord, (continued Creſegol, looking ſted- 
faſtly at the king) I pardoned this ingrate, and 
found myſelf eaſy when I had only her word as 
ſecurity for her. future conduct. Careſſes ſuc- 


ceeded to this accommodation. I was * to 
be. ve 
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kve without Findalia; but to ſecure her from a 
relapſe, I procured my rival an employ in the 
molt remote part of the kingdom, aſſuring him 
that if ever he returned, or opened his mouth 


with reſpect to what had paſſed, I ſhould be- 


come his greateſt enemy. As to the mother, I 
kept her ſecure in my caſtle. | 


I lived with Findalia for a confiderable time, 


in a very reſerved manner. How cruel you 
« are to me (ſaid ſhe one evening after ſupper) 
&« to uſe me with ſo much rigour. Can you 
“imagine me ſo blind as not to ſee the anger 
« that yet fills your breaſt? You preſerve a 
te fatal remembrance of what is paſſed, How 
% many times have I implored,your pardon ? 
© and ſhall I not obtain it at laft ? Inſtead of 
* making uſe of excuſes, have I not acknow- 
e ledged my faults? I flattered myſelf that 
« you would forget them; but I plainly ſee, 
« (continued ſhe crying) that you will never 
« pardon me, and that I am deſtined to be 
« the moſt unhappy of all deings-” She ſaid 
this with ſo moying an air, and 'appezred fo 
truly touched, and expreſſed her deſpair ſo na- 
turally, that I could not avoid reproaching my- 
ſelf with cruelty. | a 

This diſcourſe had inſenſibly made an im- 
preſſion on me, and ſoon eraſed from my 
memory the idea of the ill treatment I had re- 
ceived.” I was the moſt happy amongſt men. 


Findalia ' became a prodigy of Beauty, and 


When I compared her charms. with thoſe of the 
fineſt ladies at court, I was the more perſuaded 
I poſſeſſed an ineſtimable treaſure. The more I 


© Sg looked 
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looked round me, the more my paſſion was 
augmented. The queen herſelf, who was eſ⸗ 
, teemed nature's maſter-piece, was not more 
beautiful: in fine, there was not a more love- 
ly creature under the ſun. 

The gaiety in which I lived at this time, 
and ſome graces which my youth gave me, 
made me be favourably received at court: there 
were very few women, if I may be permitted 
to fay it, who did not wiſh me well. 

I lived with them in a manner that increaſed 
their eſteem for me, but which at the fame time 
2 their ſelf-love. I was polite and ob- 
iging, that was all. Several, who perhaps 
might not have been angry, if I had endeavour'd 
to pleaſe them, attempted to make a conqueſt 
of me; but my indifference diſconcerted all 
their meaſyres, and the ill ſucceſs of their at- 
tempts wearied the ladies, and made them rail 
violently againſt, me. One beauty alone was 
conſtant: the was ſo piqued with my continued 
| indifference, that ſhe. uſed all poſſible arts to 
conquer me. This charming woman, whom 
I yet regret, notwithſtanding the uneaſineſs 
ſhe cauſed me, was daughter to the late king's 
chamberlain, and was named Solinpitna. 2 
cluſive of any other charms, ſhe had an air of 
majeſty which engaged the reſpect of the whole 

court. The greateſt lord would have thought 
himſelf as greatly honoured as flattered by ſuch 
2 diſtinction; but Findalia was a ſecret and in- 
vincible obſtacle that deſtroyed all her ſchemes. 
The pride of Solinpitna did not ſuffer a little 
from my diſregard, as ſhe had deigned more than 
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once to explain herſelf, Wearied with repeat- 
ed ill ſucceſs, ſhe reſolved to ſet a watch on my 
moſt ſecret ſteps. ©* Croſegol (ſaid ſhe often to 

« her confident) is in love, and the obje& of 
C his paſſion takes place of every thing; but 

« J will find out this happy rival. I formerly 

<« flattered myſelf that his indifference proceed- 

& ed from his natural inſenſibility ; but, by a 
& careful examination, I have diſcovered that 

„ he is tender and faithful, How unhappy 

e am I (continued this charming woman) the 
% moſt amiable men, and of the higheſt: rank, 

&« ſigh for me; but my heart is inſenſible to 

« their moſt tender vows, One man alone 

e deſpiſes me, and it is for him alone I have 
« a tenderneſs.” Tears always followed theſe” 
ſorrowful ideas, Nocilda in vain endeavoured” 
to ſtop them: Solinpitna wanted alleviation of : 
her pains, but could not find it. 

Amongſt the many lovers that her fortune 
and beauty drew to her, Pit wvitoun, father to 
him who is at preſent maſter of the revels, wass 
the moſt attached to her: his| character, added 
to his figure in life, had ſo many charms, that 

was held in very high eſteem. Notwith- 

ding Solinpitna's prepoſſeſſion, ſhe could 

not refuſe him her regard. However Pitvi- 
toun was flattered with the preference given to 
him above all his rivals, he could not help 
complaining of the rigour with which ſhe 
treated his love: he had too much penetration 
not to diſcover that his miſtreſs was the ſlave 
g a ſecret inclination, ** You love, adorable 
* Selinpitna (would he ſometimes ſay) I read 
r 3 « an 


; 
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©« an internal tenderneſs in your eyes; and 
« alaſs)' I am ſenſible it ought not to flatter 
c me. The inquietude that appears in your 
„ looks, the care you take to conceal your 
« fighs, ſufficiently convince me, that I am 
% unfortunate; yet if I could perſuade you 
« that I am not unworthy to be truſted with 
« the knowledge of the regard you have for 
« another, I ſhould find ſome conſolation : 
« but, perhaps, you think I have not delicacy 
« enough, for you to venture the making me 
« your confident, You ſuppoſe me a jealous 
„% man, wholly influenced by ſelf-love,” and 
that I have not ſufficient power over myſelf 
to become a f:crifice to the pleaſure of giv- 
« ing you proofs of a diſintereſted paſſion; but 
% know, dear ingrate, I love you to fuch ex- 
4 ceſs, that I would willingly ſerve you even 
« againſt myſelf, and to the prejudice of my 
4% own love; yes, if you eſteem me enough to 
« declare to me the paſſion which you in vain 
* endeavour to conceal, I ſwear to you by all 
that is moſt ſacred, that without quitting the 
« quality of a lover, I will, as a ſlave, obe 
« your will, and will ſerve you as the m 
faithful confident.” Pitvitoun was known 
to be ſincere,” and his reputation was ſo well 
eſtabliſhed as an honeſt man, that Solinpitna 
at laſt determined to try his probity. Ah 
« well! I will fatisfy you,” ' ſaid ſhe to him 
one day, when he ed her more than ever, 
to make him acquainted with the cauſe of her 
uneaſineſs, and try by experience, though 
„ perhaps wrong, if it is poſlible to * a 
U „lover 
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< lover that diſintereſted dſhip you offer 
« me; I will hazard this delicate 22 
© You have but to ſpeak, madam, replied 
Pitvitoun, ** and you ſhall judge by my ardour _ 
& to ſerve you, how much J am devoted to 
& you. I will not attach to the price of the 
c ſervice I ſhall render you any conſideration 
te that may alarm you.” After "theſe afſuran- 
ces, this charming woman, bluſhing, made 
known to him the cauſe of her uneaſineſs, and 
acquainted him with her conjectures upon m 
indifference, The lover promiſed to uſe his 

utmoſt endeavours to penetrate my heart, and 
took his leave, proteſting that he would be as 
faithful, as if on Fes ſervics depended his own 
happineſs. Pitvitoun kept his word, In the 
evening he came to ſupper with me, and invi- 
ted me to ſup with him the night following: 
he was ſilent in reſpect to his commiſſion, and 
was too artful to give me any diffidence. Our 
converſation turned upon the intrigues of the 
times, and the pleaſure, of loving and being 
beloved. 

I was greatly pleaſed with the friendſhip Pit- 
vitoun expreſſed for me. My vanity'was flat- 
— he was very ſeldom with me, but peo- 
pe e of the firſt diſtinction came in ſearch of him, 

he agreeable reproaches yt made me on my 
cruelty, in wiſhing to poſſeſs him entirely, 7. 
dered him dearer to me, and made me more 
ſenſible of the valve of his friendſhip: thus I 
gave him my whole heart, and except What 
concerned Findalia, I had not any TO con- 


cealed from him. 
I 6 Some 


V. 


as 
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Some time paſſed in which we continual. 
ly ſaw each other, and made frequent parties 
of pleaſure together, without his having given 
me any reaſon to ſuſpect, that the ardency of 
© this friendſhip aroſe from any ſecret, or ſelf in- 
tereſted views. One evening he propoſed to 
me the making one in a, party to ſup, where I 
ſhould find, he ſaid, all that was moſt amiable 
at court. I doubted it, after. the queen, Solin- 
pitna and Findalia : I did not imagine there 
were any women on earth could be held in 
compariſon with them. The manner in which 
I anſwered Pitvitoun made him aſk me, if I 
doubted what he had ſaid? © Yes,” ſaid I, 
« unleſs the queen and Solinpitna are thoſe of 
*« whom you ſpeak, which I cannot imagine; 
« and if it was one of theſe agreeable — 0; 
anſwered he, what. would you ſay? Oh! 
s that's another affair,” continued I, “ but 
there is not any appearance it ſhould be ſo, 
« That is nevertheleſs the real truth, purſued 
Pitvitoun. The queen gives a ſupper this 
evening to three ladies, it is permitted to 
each of them to bring a friend. Solinpitna, 
* and, her ſiſter, who are of the party, have 
«« propoſed to me to diſguiſe myſelf, and to 
« come, accompanied by an intimate friend : 
ic they have, without doubt, their reaſons, I 
„ believe you will not heſitate. to be of this 
4% party. Lou will judge if T am deceived, 
* and if I have not reaſon to ſay that we ſhall 
« ſup with the moſt beautiful women of the 


* court, 
„ This 


Tn} 
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This diſcourſe made ſome impreſſion on me, 


although I could not return the regard Solinpitna 
had for me, I had always eſteemed her, and I 
did not think ſhe was upon ſuch intimate terms 
with any man at court. I was greatly ſurpri- 
zed at the intimacy which appeared between 
her and Pitvitoun, and wondered that he ſhould 
be initiated by her into ſecrets of ſuch impor- 
tance. a . 0 
I knew too much of the intrigues of the 
court to be ignorant, that the queen ſometimes 
took pleaſures, of which the people did not 
ſpeak reſpectfully, but was infinitely aſtoniſhed, 
that the charming Solinpitna, who ever appear» 
ed ſo extremely prudent, ſhould be a partaker 
in theſe miſterious parties. The whole ap- 
peared ſo improbable, it excited my curioſity, 
and made me reſolve to go; though I had en- 
gaged to ſup that evening with Hindalia. | 

itvitoun perceived my perplexity, and ſaid, 
« tis the regard I have for you makes me wiſh 
„ you ſhould ſhare the precious moments we 
e ſhall ſpend this evening. Without ſpeaking 
« of the queen, my reſpect ought to ſet her 
* aſide, is there any pleaſure equal to conver- 
“ ſing with the adorable Solinpitna? I muſt. 
* alſo be fully perfuaded of your honour to 
venture the introducing you to a perſon who 
« is ſo dear to me. Ah! what have you to 
te fear,” replied I with a ſort of envy, © you 
« are, without doubt, ſo well with her, and. 
your merit, — don't ſpeak of that, 
interrupted this artful man, this merit, of 
which you have the complaiſange to ſpeak, 
| " 


% 
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s is not what will make me the moſt eaſy; 
yours will ſurely be capable of making it ap- 
« pear With leſs advantage. I preſume more 
«© upon yolr friendſhip, which renders you in- 
s capable of injuring me, and upon the pru- 
% dence of this charming woman above every 
« thing; but to ſpeak to you naturally, I de- 
© pend ſo much upon the heart of this charm- 
ing creature, that not any thing in the world 
ce is able to give me a moment's diſquiet on this 
« ſubjet. I ſpeak my thoughts to you; to 
« every body elſe tis an impenetrable ſecret ; 
e hut your friendſhip exacts this confidence, 

„ and ſhould have thought myſelf guilty of 
« a breach of friendſhip, if I had done other- 
« wiſe,” 

How various is the heart of man! We every 
.day accuſe women of caprice, without re- 
flecting that we. are often more capricious 
than they. I could not avoid making this re- 
flection, in thinking on what had paſſed in my 
mind. When Pitvitoun ſpoke to me of Solin- 
pitna, ſhe was indifferent to me, my heart was 
engaged to another, and yet I could not avoid 
being diſpleaſed at her change. I called her in 
my Rear inconſtant, and conceived for her, 
againſt my will, ſo much ſpight, that whatever 

recautions I took to conceal it, I could not 
be its affecting my humour. 
| Pirviteun was too artful to ſhew that he 

perceived it, and continued to praiſe his pretend- 
ed miſtreſs. 4 
He drew the portrait of her with an ener- 


« oy that Wiſcovered how he idvlized her.” 
« Was 
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„Was there ever ſeen (cried he in a kind of 
ct tranſport) ſuch fine eyes as hers ?” They are 
c at. the ſame time lively and tender: when 
& they deign to turn towards you, how many 
things do they expreſs! what a mouth ! and 
« what teeth! nature hath never formed 
& any thing ſo perfect. A ſmile from this 
„ charming woman is preferable to all the 
« treaſures of the univerſe: every thing ſmiles 
&« in-nature when this ſweet mouth ſmiles ; and 
«© her complexion, my friend, have you not 
« remarked it? Alabaſter is not ſo white ; 
« but if we conſider the reſt of her perſon, 
« how many charms does it offer to our view 
« what a ſhape! what an air! what a neck! 
„No, no, if you were to ſearch the world for 
« woman to be compared to her, I would 
« engage my fortune, and even my life, that 
« you would not find fo charming a creature.” 
his enthuſiaſm ſtruck me, and recalled the 
image of my charming Findalia, I was not 
enough maſter of myſelf to contain my tranſ- 
port. Stop, Pitvitoun, cried I, “ Solin- 

s pitna is handſome I allow, and hath a diſ- 
e tinguiſhed beauty, but I am too much your. | 
« friend to leave you in the opinion ſhe has, 1 
* not her equal.” It was this that my cunning 
friend waited for; he ſeized the occaſion wit Wl 
vivacity. Take care,” cryed he with heat, BH 
« what you ſay, or ſtay atleaſt till after ſupper, | 
«© before you decide fo abſolutely on this point: 

« you have not well examined Solinpitna, look: 
nat her again, and you will abjure your * 
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This diſcourſe was the finiſhing ſtroke; I repli- 
ed, I know, perhaps, as well as you, the 
.< perſon of whom we ſpeak,” containing my- 
| ſelf as much as poſſible, I render her all the 
«juſtice which is her due, but am convinced, 
© ſhe is not the only perfect of her ſex. As to 
& that,” interrupted P:tvitoun, I ö will never 
give it up: was I leſs your friend than I am, 
hy F mould oblige you to ſuſtain what you ſay 
<« before unprejudiced judges. And 1 would 
engage all my eſtate,” repeated I with equal 
warmth, you would be miſtaken : but if you 
will not believe me, let us both remain in 
& our ſeveral opinions. I ſhall run mad,” ſaid 
he, if you don't let me know what reaſons 
% you have for your obſtinacy. As to mine, 
& they are obvious, and I ſhall never reſt *till 
« you acknowledge that Solinpitna is the moſt 
c accompliſhed woman in the world.” 
Had not the ſecret of my caſtle, and the 
dread of diſcovering my Findalia prevented me, 
I ſhould have ſtopped his career, but this conſi- 
- deration with-held me. I will engage,” ſaid 
this artful courtier, ſmiling, that you ſecretly 
, render juſtice to the divine Solinpiina, and 
«that you agree itf your own mind to what 
: © 4-fay. 

No Pitvitoun,” replied I very ſeriouſly, 
seit will require ſome pains to convince me, 
e but let us remit this diſcourſe to another 
e interview: I doubt not, ſome time hence, 
< to prove to you that J am in the right, and 
that your miſtreſs is not the moſt charming 
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Our converſation here terminated ; Pitvitoun 
took his leave, and promiſed to call on me at 


the cloſe of the evening, faying he was obliged 


to go to court. I believed him, but I heard af- 
terwards, that he went immediately to Solin- 
pitna, to whom he related our converſation, 


without omitting the. minuteſt circumſtance, 


& Croſegel is in love,” cried ſne, and the ob- 
& ject of his love is perfect. There is no doubt 
to this love is attached privacy and jealouſy, 
«© without that he would have given you ocu- 
& lar demonſtration; it is not a trifle to have 
& diſcovered fo far, the cauſe of his indiffe- 
s rence, I have ſuſpected it ſome time, but, 
«© my lords this is not ſufficient, you mult 
*- oblige him to diſcover this rival; I depend 
© upon you, uſe but addreſs, and you may gain 
ce the point,” r in oh 
Pitvitoun promiſed to do every thing in his 
ower to ſatisfy her, and then mentioned the 
propoſal he had made me of ſupping with the 
queen. wT | 
Solinpitna was at firſt ſurprized at it, but aſter 
reflecting a moment, ſhexrefolved to make uſe 
of it to remark my behaviour. I will diſſem- 
* ble,” ſaid ſhe, © my behaviour to you ſhall 
confirm him in the opinion we are very in- 
* timate; I will inform the queen of the 2 
*we deſign to play, under a different pretext; 
© ſecond me -Pitvitoun, and play well your 


« part. AJaſs,” replied this unfortunate lover, 
dit is impoſſible I ſhould fail; if you could act 
&« yours as naturally, I ſhould not then be the, 
* moſt unhappy of mankind,” She then con- 
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ſoled Pitvitoun, and aſſured him, that when ſhe 
ſhould have loſt all hopes of me, ſhe would 
reward his complaiſance, That was ſaying 
very little, but thoſe who love, and are unfor- 
tunate, the leaft trifle ſatishes.” 


Croſegol was at this part of his hiſtory, when 

they arrived at the ſtair caſe of the palace. I 

„ ſhall wiſh,” ſaid the king, © to hear the re- 

„ mainder of your adventures as we return to 

Todbarli, and then retired to his repoſe, 
having fixed the ſecond examination for the 
next evening, | | * 

The next day, deſigned for the ſecond exa- 

mination, the king was prevented from going, 

by affairs of importance. | | 

Croſegol had ſpies in all parts of the kingdom; 

one of them, an African by birth, named Reg- 

bonif, attended with impatience the return of 

Croſegol, and in the greateſt haſt told him thus. 

__ < Diſorder and tumult fill this capital, the 

© men declare they cannot live without wo- 

« men, and propoſe a revolution in the ſtate ; 

« ſome indeed remain paſſive, but wiſh for 

«© ſome event which may replace them in their 

former condition; others, reſolved on ac- 

tion, are ſearching for a chief to head them, 

. and propoſe to oblige the king to open the 

& gates of Lodbark. Tei een 2+ 

1 as ia ambuſcade, according to my cul- 

„tom, it the king's antichamber, when I diſ- 

„ coveret Ragutimar ſpeaking very earneſtly to 

“ ſome lords, whoſe diſcontent was, no ſecret 

4 to me, and on leaving them called out — 

e 8 $ 
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&« his flave Thomio, but not finding him, he diſ- 
„ cavered ſo much uneaſineſs, that I offered to 
go in ſearch of the man; he accepted my 
© offer, telling me where I might probably 

„find him, but before I got to the foot of 
&« the ſtair- cafe he called me back. 

„The earneſt manner in which this lord 
& had run after me, ſo little ſuitable to his 
« dignity, made me think he ſuſpected me. I 
© was reſolved to know the truth, and follow- 
ing him the whole day, I learned that he 
* propoſed giving a great ſupper at a tavern, 
“ to which, above twenty courtiers were in- 
<« vited, but deſired not to bring any atten» 
“ dants, A* 

„ went to the tavern dreſſed properly to 
« wait at table; I mixed amongſt the ſer- 
e vants, and amidſt the hurry and confuſion 
e paſſed unſuſpedted, and learned that the 
* courtiers were to retire into another room 
« after ſupper. 

] went into the room, and hid myſelf in 


the courtiers followed ; and then, my Jord, 
I heard things ſtrange to tell, Ragutimar 
and his adherents propoſed depoſing the 
king, and putting Jelivot on the throne, and 
opening the gates of Lodbarli, where they 
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is privy to this ſcheme.“ l 
| Cee, trembled at this account; he enqui- 
red of Regbonif all that was ſaid at this aſſem - 


he conſpirators, and then ſending for the 


ws of the meaſures concerted, and the names 
t 


a cloſet, where I did not wait long before 


are to be received by the high prieſteſs, who... 


captain 
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captain of the guards, ordered him to arreſt 
— and his accomplices at the break 
day. 749 | 8.1 | 
| This done, he went to diſcloſe the whole to 
Tanidan, whoſe mind, though firm, was not a 
little moved with the freſh dangers that threat- 
ened him: after ſome pauſe Tanidan thus ſpoke, 
„ now will I exert myſelf, and ſo keep not 
6 only. my ſubjedts, but my ſoldiers in obedi- 
c ence. 5d will conclude the offered alliance 
| ©. with the Lombards, and take them into my 
„ pay; the treaſures I poſſeſs will enable me , 
6 to pay them, and by this means I ſhall make 
% my mutinous people know, that I will be 
& obeyed.” | 
Next day the king and his miniſter were 
employed in regulating theſe things; when 
Dearcheals, who had been commiſſioned to ex- 
amine Ragutimar's papers, attended the king, 
and brought him a packet. Oh heavens !” 
cried he, after having read it, who could 
© have believed, that I ſhould have been again 
„„the dupe of this perfidious ſex ! Croſagol 
ſurpriſed at this exclamation, demanded re- 
ſpectfully of the king, what might be the cauſe 
of it. Read, read,” continued this prince 
with rage, giving him the paper, Dearchealb 
and you may afterwards, perhaps; make uſz 
of all your efforts to bring into my favour 
“ theſe women whom I abhor.” The firſt 
miniſter was greatly ſurprized, but was begin- 
ning to apologize for them when the king bade 
him read as follows. 
| | W129 A Letter 
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A Letter from Onecfa to Ragati mar. 
« JAE h ived by the uſual way, the 
" W ave received by the uſual way, 


plan of operation, and wiſh it may 
<< be as well executed as it is deſigned. I can 
& aſſure you, the women of Lodbarl: ſwear, 
&« that they are ready to ſhed the laſt drop of 
<< their blood, if neceſſary, to convince you 
« of their gratitude: as to myſelf, when 1 
“ ſhall be free, I will let you ſee you have 
e gained my heart; it is impoſſible for me to 
e give you more tender or convincing proofs ; 
« nor can it be attributed to me, that we have 
« not followed the inſtructions you, ſent. I 
„ have done all in my power to bring Wer the 
„ young perſon that you name in your prece- 
& ding letter, but ſhe is obſtinate, and will not 
«© he prevailed on to N the intereſt of the 
« tyrant ; this is unlucky, her father loves her, 
« and on that account, we have ſtrove, but in 
'E'yain, to make her of our party: one thing 
«is fortugate, ſhe does not know the. ſecret of 
% our correſpondence, 5 
„In- all her conduct and diſcourſe, there ap- 
« pears a particular concern for the intereſt of 
the inhuman Tanidan. In our laſt aſſembly 
„ ſhe declared highly in his favour, and if ſhe 
«© had not been interrupted, ſhe might have 
affected the minds of our party: 8 % 
Under the pretence of friendſhip, I keep 
her cloſe, and wait your further directions; 
© mean time I ſhall attempt to prevail on her 
to conſecrate herſelf to Diana, but if ſhe re- 
„ „ fules, 
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<« fuſes, I ſhall, by ſome method, get rid of 
<< her, leſt ſhe ſhould betray our deſigns. 

As to the other women, they expreſs a 
< ſtrong deſire to taſte liberty; for ſince the 
© horrid day of our proſcription, we have not 
& paſſed one without lamentations; the old wo- 
& men appear, it is true, more tranquil, but what 
cc is the cauſe? only a fondneſs of power, 
c which they exerciſe over us with a rigid 
&« hand, . ſeem to forget they themſelves 
% have once been young: but this power is 
only temporary, and given them by the poli- 
&« tical tyrant, in order to make a diviſion in 
<« his favour. 

„ You defire me to give you an account 
« ho. we ſpend our time in this dreadful exile, 
„ and an exact plan of our city, or to ſpeak 
« more properly, our priſon. | | 
„will give you ſome deſcripticn, as it 
c may facilitate the ſucceſs of our projects, 
„ and it is ſome conſolation to the diſtreſſed to 
„ bewail their woes. You will judge by what 
© follows of the weight of ours, and if our 
-- « 'prefling ſolicitations for their being termina- 
ted are not very excuſable. 5 
e Suppoſe a ſet of women governed by wo- 
© men; the old ſupported by a law which puts 
„ them above the young; inſtead of making 
tc uſe of their authority to ſoften the common 
« diſtreſs, they arbitrarily ſtrive to humble the 
"66 > . 
The governeſs, formerly the king's nurſe, 
„rules with a rigid hand, Fine talents and 
« ſenſe receive norfavour, nor does 2 * 
- *%. ; co e 
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e here find any diſtinction; after the governeſs, 
e the moſt antient are the moſt abfolate, and 
c to their thouſand faults we muſt not only be 
c in appearance bling, but alſo ſubmit to all 
« their unjuſt orders. ;,, 2 

« We are not onl deprived of the plea- 
cc ſyres allowed by cuſtom to women, but even 
« our toilets, the charming;reſources for killing 
« time, are become uſeleſs to us; for alaſs! 


cc for whom ſhould we dreſs; for women wha 


“ regard us not? | 

« We paſs our miſerable days in inaction, 
« ill humour and continual impatience; each 
„of us regretting either a huſband, a father, 
« a lover, or children; the night, even the 
e night gives ſmall releaſe to our miſery; for 
« if our dreams repreſent ſome pleaſing image, 
« which has been torn from us, when we 
«© awake, we feel a more ſenſible and lively 
<« regret at being deprived of the reality. 


& Intrigues-and cabals are frequent through» '- - 


“ out the city; all happineſs in ſhort is baniſh- 


ed, and you may juſtly call it the region of 


„0 pains, deſpair and ſorrow ; ſee, my lord, a 


« ſketch of our ſituation, you will find incloſed 


«© the plan of this ſtupendous fabrick which ſome 


« evil genius helped to form, and deprived us of 


« the means of getting out of the hideous pri- 
* ſon. Our only hopes are centred in you 
„ Ragutimar, be expeditious, and you will find 
« uz grateful.” 


 .. Croſegol was ſurprized at this letter. What 
is es me,” faid the king, © is, that I can- 
hore: by what means Ragutimar car- 


enr 
not 
| 5 6c ries 


E. * 
* * 
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ce ries on this correſpondence ; the keys of 
& Lodbarli are in my cabinet; no way ſeems 
<« paſſable but the air, and that I think they 
„ have not attempted : but do you, Croſegel, 
c uſe my authority to draw the ſecret from Ra- 
(c —_— (3% 1 | | 

carce had the miniſter left the cloſet, than 
the king read again the letter; he ſtopped at 
the deſcription of the young creature, who had 
oppoſed the deſigns formed againſt him; and 
notwithſtanding his antipathy to the ſex, could 
not help being pleaſed with her who had ſup- 
ported his intereſt : he wiſhed to have ſeen her 
incognito, - and out of gratitude, would have 
honoured her with ſome mark of diſtinction. 
The ſucceeding days were paſt in cementing 
the alliance with the Lombards, and determi- 
ning the number of troops they were to furniſh, 
Tamdan augmented his guard with twenty 
thouſand of their troops, and put them upon a 
- diſtinguiſhed footing, giving them double pay, 
with a view to engage their fidelity, and ſoon 
after proceeded to the trial of Ragutimar, who 
obſtinately perſiſted in it that his actions were 
juſt ; that though his head was at the mercy of 
the king, yet his tongue ſhould never diſcover 
or involve any perſon in his ruin. 

The reſt of his aſſociates were equally firm, 
they did not ſhew any other regret than for ha- 
ving been diſcovered too ſoum. 

hile the miniſter examined the papers that 
had been found in Ragutimar's cloſet, and la- 
boured to avert the impending danger, Tanidan 


_ uſed his utmoſt efforts to diſcover the ſecret ME 


Woman HarEx. th 193 


the correſpondence at Lodbarli. In order to 


effect this, he dreſſed himſelf as a woman; (his 


youth and beauty greatly favoured this diſguiſe) 
and took Dearchea 


As they paſſed the ſubterrane, the king told 


him, that his ſcheme was to mix with the nu- 


merous inhabitants, and paſs for one of them. 
Says he, I will, under my diſguiſe, complain 
« and rail at the author of their ſufferings, 
and propoſe methods to put an end to them: 


with him towards Lodbarli. 


* 


perhaps, by this means, I may get admitted 


« into their ſecret councils,” 

The king proceeded to his wiſh, -got into the 
midſt of Lodbarli, mixed with the crowd, and 
harangued like -an orator ; he pretended to be 
the daughter of the governor of a diſtant pro- 


vince; vaunted the ſervices of his father, and 


complained bitterly of being kept from all that 
was dear to him. * But of what uſe are our 


« tears,” he cried, © why don't we ſtrive 
« efteQually to free ourſelves from this tyran- 


«ny? Our aſſociation is diſcoyered;” (this 


was publick at Ledbarli) © the confederates 
„will loſe their heads for this glorious.enter- 


„ prize: ſhall it be ſaid, that we remained 


* tranquil, while the braveſt men in the king- 
dom ſhed their blood for our ſafety! ſhall 


e ungratefully and tamely ſuffer this? Let 


us but unanimouſly attempt, and we ſhall _ 


* ſucceed ; the, court, the city, every one will 
* arm for our defence; the ſame means by 


* which we correſponded with Ragutimar, are 8 
* they not {till left us? cannot we in the ſame 


manner inform our friends, that we are rea- 
501 K dy 
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© dy to attempt every thing to gain our liberty, 

« but *tis my opinion, the ſecret method ſhould 

«+ be laid open; this is not a time for reſerves, 

„ we are mutually intereſted, and willing to 
Wl * promote the publick good.” Thus ſpoke 
Ik he king, but the old women ſeemed determi- 
ned to keep the fecret, and had never truſted it 
t0 any, except to Onecfa the high prieſteſs, 
who by promiſes of laying open a ſcheme to 
redeem them from ſlavery, and threats if they 
did not admit her to be one of their party, had 
at laſt gained her point, and got admitted inte 
their councils. 5 £6 

The king then humbled himſelf to this 
haughty prieſteſs, and obtaining an audience, 
he Battered her merit, and feigned to conſult 
upon a project which he doubted not would 
ſucceed; he propoſed a new chief, and other 
conſpirators ; he reaſoned on the means of uni- 
ting with them, and played his part ſo natural- 
ly, that the prieſteſs gave into the ſnare ; ſhe 
promiſed the pretended governor's daughter, to 

ive her a poſitive, anſwer the next day, and 
Aline her, that ſhe would ftrive to get her ad- 
mitted into the council of antients. 

The king's ſucceſs with Onecfa, gave him 
great hopes. If the old ladies, ſaid he, 
«<< do but fall into the ſnare, I ſhall then have 
<« the whole of this correſpondence in my pow- 
« er.” | 

The high prieſteſs prepoſſeſſed the antients fo 
much in his favour, that it was agreed with a 
N 2 voice, that the governor's daughter 


ould be admitted into their council * 


* 
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the next night. This the king had notice ot, 
and appeared exactly at the time fixed, but was 
not a little ſurprized at the good order of the 
council, compoſed of twelve women and a pre- 
fident, which place was always filled by the 
under-governeſs ; each ſpoke in her turn, and 
gave her reaſons, and if an oppoſition happen - 
ed, it was decided by a plurality of voices. 

When the ſham governor's daughter had 
made her premeditated ſpeech, they deſired her 
to quit the room, that they might deliberate on 
it; in about an Hour they called her in, and 
the preſident thus ſpoke to her. * | 
We have examined the new plan of deli- 
„ verance which you have opened to us, and 
« it appears well digeſted, .but there is one dif- 
e ficulty, and a very conſiderable one, viz. 
% how to put it in practice, for, the means 
« which we had found to correſpond with the 
capital is at an end, but we hope from your 
« earneſt endeavours, you will ſucceed, and 
« ſhall then be gratefully rewarded.” en 

The king was amazed, and vexed at this re- 
ply, perceiving the council made uſe of this 
artfu] pretext, not to hazard the ſecret he ſo 
ardently wiſhed to diſcover : he then aſſured the 
counci], that he ſhould be enabled, by knowing 
the method of the correſpondence, to return 
things into their former, channel; but all in 
vain, the council were immoveable. | 

The falſe young lady was obliged to retire, 
rer much chagrined at the ill ſucceſs of her 
undertaking. earchealb perceived that the 
king was piqued at the diſappointment, and ad- 
12 N K 2 viſed, 
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viſed, that the old governeſs ſhould be arreſted, 
and compelled to declare the truth, ** No, 


& no,” ſaid. the king, I think it ſhameful for 


& a man to uſe violence againſt a woman, I 
& ſhall invent ſome ſcheme to penetrate this 
«© myſtery, but at preſent, let us return to the 
« palace.” During the king's abſence, Ragu- 
timar and his accomplices had been tried, and 
were ſentenced to dye, as it was the opinion of 

his judges, that nothing leſs than his death 
would curb the ſeditious people. 

Croſegol informed the king of it, and adviſed, 
he ſhould be ſpeedily executed. -- 

« T acknowledge, returned the prince, 
c the force of your arguments, _ theſe cruel 
<< fubjects have attempted my life, but ought J 
cc to imitate them? No, let me rather diſtin- 
4 ouiſh myſelf by mercy; It ſhocks me to de- 
<« prive any being of life, which may appear 
& effeminate, but know, I would rather be eſ- 
cc teemed a weak than a cruel prince.” This 
ſaid, he immediately changed the ſentence from 
death to baniſhment. | | 

As ſoon as the king was delivered from theſe 
cares, he determined to finiſh the enterprize he 
had begun, and that he might not be interrupt- 
ed, he engaged. Croſegol to make a tour to ſur- 
vey the frontiers of the kingdgm. 

The king took leave of Croſagol, and that 
night went diſguiſed as before to Lodbarli. He 
firſt ſaw in private the governeſs, and being aſ- 
fured, that ſhe had not the leaſt concern in the 
conſpiracy, he reſolved to viſit Onecfa. As he 


and Dearchealþ were paſſing a ſtone bridge 7 
5 c 


a” 
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the way to Onecfa's houſe, they diſcovered a 
kind of lanthorn upon the river, which ſeemed 
to follow the ſtream ;. they watched it for ſome 
time, and then loſt ſight of it, and 2 
after, they ſaw it a ſecond time at a great diſ- 
tance. What can be the cauſe of this phoe- 
« nomena?“ cried the king, © the women of 
e Lodbarli have no boats or other veſſels, 
« whence then can that light proceed??? 
Dearchealb was not leſs embarraſſed than the 
king, but after a conſultation, they determined 
to follow the courſe of the river, and examine 
the myſtery. ** This light moves ſlowly,” ſaid 
the king, „let us quicken our pace that we 
may come up to it.” b 2 
hen the king and his eſquire had advanced 
a few paces, they ſeemed to be cloſe to the 
light they were in purſuit of. We are very 
near,“ cried Tanidan, if we go a few 
« yards farther, we ſhall be above it.“ In 
ſpeaking thus, he fixed his eyes on it with the 
greateſt attention, and ſtopped ſhort, to obſerve 
a very ſingular motion that it made; it on a 
ſudden turned back, and made a kind of 'femi- 
circle near the ſhore, and ſeemed to riſe in the 
air; after this, it returned to the middle of the 
river, and reaſſumed its former motion. 
+ Certainly,” ſays the king, „this is a pro- 
* digy !“ The light, which then entirely diſ- 
appeared, threw them into freſh perplexity ; 
they continued their road, in hopes it would 
appear again, but they found their courſe-ter- 
Minated by the walls of the town. Stop,“ 
ſid the king, „pen bags we may yet be able to 
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hit on ſomething that may aid us to ſolve this 


© myſtery.” A voice they heard this inſtant, 
cry, i is ſufficient, to morrow at the ſame 
„ hour.” interrupted theſe reflections. *©* Here 
© ſeems ſome intrigue,” ſaid the king in a tow 
voice, “let us return, and come again to 
4 morrow at this hour; the voice which we 
„ have heard, lets us know it will not be 


s uſeleſs.” 


Scarce were they got to the banks of the ri- 
ver the next night, when the little light appear- 
ed, at the ſame place where it had been eclip- 
fed the preceeding one, with this difference, 
that as before it went with the courſe of the 


tiver, now it aſcended and went againſt the 


ſtream on the oppofite bank. Let us get on 
the other ſide,” ſaid Tanidan, I begin to 
© have ſome doubts of this adventure,” They 


_ croſſed the bridge, and were on the other ſide 


in an inſtant: before they had advanced two 
ſteps, they heard a voice ſay, put out the ligbi, 
I hear the found of fect that don't belong to us, 
The light diſappeared at the ſame moment, 
Follow me,” cried the king, I will not 
«* loſe this opportunity; we muſt, let what 
vill be the conſequence, ſeize on thoſe we 
„ heard fpeak, and oblige them to reveal this 
« myſtery.” In ſpeaking theſe words, they 
approached with great precaution, and diftin- 
iſhed by the light of a lanthorn, two women, 
gu d i 
one of whom held a little box. You mult 
lay hold of her,” faid the king to Dear- 


| chealb; let us ſtand on one fide, it is ſo dark 
„ they won't perceive us; do you ſeize the 


1 woman 


R 


14 
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ec woman with the box, and I will drive away 


the other, who may hinder our deſign.” 
While he was ſpeaking two women came up 
they let them paſs : two others followed, one 
of which Dearchealb ſecured with his ſcimitar 


in his hand, threatning her with the loſs of life, 


if ſhe refuſed to go with him. . 
The reſt of the women heard this menace, 
and immediately fled, making a great outcry ; 
the king paid no regard to the noiſe, but aſſiſt- 
ed to drive on their priſoner, who, through fear, 
became very tractable, and in leſs than half an 
hour, they found themſelves near the private 
door of the king's houſe ; they then bound the 
priſoner's eyes, and led her into the king's 
apartment; Tanidan there diſcovered himſelf, 
and told her, if ſhe made the leaſt heſitation to 
diſcloſe the ſecret of the light, and of the reſt 
of the ſchemes they deviſed at Ladbarli, the 
thould pay, with her life, for theſe criminal. 
e 
Neither theſe threats, nor the tone in which 
they were ſpoke, made any impreſſion on the 
old woman, for ſuch ſhe happened to be. 
« My lord,” faid ſhe, with a ſteadineſs that 


ſurprized them, you are maſter of my life, 


& but you never ſhall be of my ſecret. The 
council of Lodbarli have put their confidence 
in me, and if I had a thouſand lives, I would: 
* facrifice them to ſerve my lifter ſufferers, _ 
The fatal prejudice that thou haſt againſt 
the ſex, has carried thee to unexampled cru- 
& elties; but learn now, that we are not ſo 
* weak as you imagine, and that if chere are 
be | K 4 « ſome 


* 
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% ſome women, who have given cauſe for this 
„ antipathy, there are others worthy of admi- 
ration, and who diſpute with the moſt pru- 
dent men, the prize for wiſdom and con- 
« ſtancy. THF 72 0 
The king was. aſtoniſhed and vexed, but 
' bricling his paſſion, replied, © I am delighted 
to find you endowed with ſuch high virtues : 
« to . inſt you ſovereign, to endeavour 
« his Jeſtruion, are inſtances of heroiſm that 
* ought to be repaid. I ſhall be very grateful 
« without doubt; but in the mean time, I ad- 
« viſe you, leſs as a maſter than a friend, to 
« Jet your mighty conſtancy ſubmit to my will. 
In a word, either reveal your plan, or pre- 
* pare for puniſhment. You ſtile me at Lod- 
& bark a tyrant; hitherto I have not merited 
< the title, but if you obſtinately perſiſt, I will 
«© endeavour to at up to my character. Ia] 
e joy ydu one hour for conſideration, and ſhall 
«afterwards determine your fate.“ 
Ihe king then left the apartment, in order to 
ſearch the little box, and found in it two letters, 
a bundle of files, and ſeveral other inſtruments 
neceſſary to procure their liberty. Very 
well, ſays the king, do they expect the 
man that has power to confine all the women 
of his realm, will ſuffer them thus to 
- * eſcape ?” PLOW SOAR RtT AE een 
lle then. read the letter, which was directed 
to the high prieſteſs ; theſe were the words. 
* _* Tt is done, oh daughter of the ſun! the 
« party is formed, and the meaſures are taken 
do facilitate your liberty, I ſhall wait, — 


— 


22 3 


« and deliver him into your hands. 


\ 
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« three hundred choſen. men, the hour, you fix 
c upon to eſcape from Lodbarli. 

« At the ſame hour, a general riſe will be 
« in the capital. Jelivot will be proclaimed 
« king, while a ſelec troop will ſeize Tanidan, 


« When the obſtacles of your paſſage ſhall 


© be removed, let us know by the uſual way, 


« and we will ardently be ready to ſerve you. 
The rumour of Ragutimar's being execu- 
« ted in priſon, is falſe, he lives; without 

“doubt, ſpared by the e or Policy of 
66 org cool, | 
he tyrant ſleeps in ſecurity, while the 
6 ſword is ſuſpended over his head: it is diffi- 
cult for me to deſcribe. his character as you 
&« have deſired. As to his life it is ſimple and 
“ uniform, he ſhews himſelf but ſeldom, , and 
« appears thoughtful, The new favourite 
&* Dearchealb ſeems greatly in his favour. . The 
C young Turkvall, who is to let us into his 


e apartment, advances every day in his confi- 
« dence; the agrecable, Veremagque, under the 


« appearance of a courtier without ambition, 
aims at the dignity of prefect ; the abſence 
Hof Croſegol gives us great confidence, as our 
ſecret is ſheltered from his clear fight. . 

« A new party is lately formed in this city, 
% whoſe chief I have ſome knowledge of, and 
© have ſent you his hiſtory, not n, but 
« it will amuſe you.“ 


The king ſtopped at this place; 46 I ſhall 


leave the ſtory of Fecunaut this celebrated 


e ſtranger, till . time, * yp} let 
s 38 7 OR. - 


= / 
— 
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us think at preſent of more ſerious things. 
« Traitors!“ continued he, raiſing his eyes to 
„% heaven, the gods guard the innocent !' 
« Tuckvall-and Verema favoured with my 
-«< friendſhip and confidence, upon which they 
« have founded a conſpiracy againſt me. Trai- 
« tors! you have d pit for yourſelves, 
and ſhall feel a punifhment as great as your 
« —_— ; | 
Dearchealb attempted' to calm the mind of 
the King, and affiſt him to avert the impending 
dangers. He brought the old woman into his 
—— but firſt prepared her for death or 
confeſſion ;- the laſt ſhe choſe, and thus began. 
Ever fince our general proſcription, we 
have attempted all poſſible means for our 
<« deliverance ; the reſult of which, only ſerved 
to prove how vain were all our efforts, un- 
«© lefs we were ſeconded by the men, of whom 
we were deprived; we doubted not their 
* willingneſs to remove our mutual misfor- 
* tunes, if we could but procure a correſpon - 
<4 dence, and by it ſettle the method of deliver- 
„ ance. For this purpoſe various projects were 
formed, but rejected as impraQticable ; at 
«< laft we reſolved to try, if by means of pige- 
ons we could not hear from the male part of 
* our friends. 300 | 
A hundred of theſe winged ambaſſadors, 
«© were for the ſpace of twenty four hours kept 
* from food, and then, amidſt a great ſhout, 
„ turned into the air, having around their 


* necks, letters directed to the inhabitants of 
« Eight 


* the capital. 


ny WW TT" ww 


(6 ted thus. 


* pire endured lo 


have merited your confinement ; for which 
© both gratitude and . e 8 | 


8 


6 Eight days after the departure of our birds, 
&« e perceived three flying above our heads, 
cc who ſeemed to reſt upon their wings in the 


„ ajr, as if they were in ſearch of their uſual 
d abode, which when they had found and en- 


« tered, we faſtened them in the dove · hpuſe, 
&« and under their wings we found letters direc- 


To the women of Lodbarli. 
This: was the purport. 


« Of what uſe, oh dangerous ſex, is the 


« extraordinary pains you take to in 
« priviledges as unjuſtly acquired, as wildly 
taken from you? has not your rigorous em- 
ag enough 2 dare. you attempt 


it is in vain; the men, 


ce to renew it? 


far from regretting your abſence, make it 


« their inceſſant prayer, not only that it may 
* endure, but alſo that the whole ſex may be 


« the cauſe of all our misfortunes. ' Ceaſe 
then, oh women of Lodbarli, to attempt the 
« recovery of your tyrannical empire; for we 


ſhall endeavour to render your bondage eter- 


4 nal. This anſwer comes from above a hun- 
« dred now aſſembled, who declare that. you 


| a Prompt us to 
thank our magnanimous king: but leſt re- 
ſentment, or particular A ſhould miſ- 
“ lead our judgment, we held a council upon 


* your mellage, and — : much deliberation, 


and 


1 
, 
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* extirpated, who have been, till this ime, 
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© © and ballancing your virtues againſt your fol- 
_ bles, or have N on the whole, that you. 
are vaſtly more dangerous and prejudicial to 

© ſociety than usern . a 
„ Aſter this deciſion, oh women of Lodbar- 
(6 A, you may conclude, we will ſtrive to 
make your confinement' perpetual, and that 
„you may throw aſide all future hope, learn 
&« that the celebrated Fecunout has taught us, 
<< ever to avoid you, as monſters of ingratitude 
Wl. 1 gra ed} 
Adieu. 


The Diſciples 
x petit, tO 


„ The reading of this cruel letter, made us 
1 break out into loud cries, and recollect our 
% unhappy ſituation. The preſidenteſs impo- 
fed ſilence on us, and ordered the other let- 
ter to be read; which was in theſe terms. 


T᷑0e the adorable fex at Lodbarli. 

Into what tranſports of joy, did the re- 
„ ceiving news from you throw us? ch 
% charming women, whom we have always 
loved, and without whom we languiſh and 
© pine away, is it poſſible that you can deign 
"<< to think of us, and defire to aſſociate with 
„ us. Ah ſweet and lovely ſex, how can we 
„be deprived of you and live? are there in 
"<< \fe- any true pleaſures without you? No, 
„ no, every thing languiſhes without a ſex, 
formed by nature to give delight; without 
1 - 9 2 * a "66 them, 
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cc. them, without their endearments, there is 
& no true happineſs. ne | 

„„ We experience the joy, and feel 
c the moſt exquiſite pleaſure, the moment we 
« approach your ſex, and to be deprived of you 

ig worſe than death. Theſe are our ſenti- 

„ ments; judge then, dear ladies, of the 
<« anxiety we feel, by, being deprived of you. 
«. What have we not done, and what would 
« we not attempt, to free you from captivity? 

Many ſchemes have we formed. to deſtroy 
&« the cruel author of our. misfortunes, but 

c alaſs ! in vain; every thing has hitherto miſ- 
<« carried, and ſubmits. to his. ſuperior power. 

„ But be conſoled, oh charming ſex ; in vain 
« the ſupream authority flatters itſelf to conti- 
« nue; it muſt ſubmit to the juſtice of our 
« cauſe, or we ſhall ſucceed by force: we 

„ look, upon the ſucceſs of. your contrivance as 

a happy preſage: yes, without doubt, the 

4 gods pity, and will give us the. inexpreſſible 
A 


„ happineſs, of being once more united to 
. &« what. we eſteem moſt valuable. 
1 6 In waiting for this happy moment we may A 
$ 4c correſpond by means leſs hazardous than this, 
d % and by the new method we hope to hear N 
n '« from you with expedition, for it will be cru- | 
h 6« el to let us anguiſh, * 110 
e When you have put in practice our new , 
n e preject, we will ſend you an account of the 
3 8 ſtate of affairs, and of our ſecret de- 
“ lions, 1 1 y 
54 | & The means of conveyance we propoſe is ea- 
» WM © ſy ofpradtice; tothe Seine which runs through ; 
ein | « your. h 
ha 


| 
| 
1 
g 
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<« your city, and afterwards rolls into ours, we 
may mutually confide our affairs when night 
„comes on. * N 
Make ule of a little wooden box, ſo cloſe 
cc ſhut that the papers may not be wet; put 
* this box upon the water, let it be faſtened to 


4 cords, long ou to reach- under the wall 
„ to us; the courſe of the river will bring it, 
„ and we ſhall keep. a conſtant watch to re- 


* ceive your letters, and to return our anſwers ; 
« by the means of your cords you may draw 
« back the box: the firſt trials will be a little 
* embarraſſing, but practice will make it eaſy, 


„ and we may foon fix ſuch a plan for action, as 


from our unanimity cannot fail of ſucceſs.” 
The king then cried out, © you have ſaid 
* enough; I'll thwart all their del, ns.“ Say- 
ing this, he turned from the old woman, and 
gave Dearcheulb à ſign to take care of her. He 


obeyed, and deſired the governeſs to keep her 


eonfined, till ſbe received further orders from 
the king. Kian | 
Without loſs of time the king and Dearchealh 


| Teft Lodbarli, A courier was immediately diſ- 
- patched to _ CroſegoPs return to court, in 


Hopes that his preſence and application would 
divert the threatning ſtorm. | 

This faithful miniſter came with all expedi- 
tion to the king, and on hearing an account of 


the conſpiracy, faid, © this is what you muſt 
” 


expect, my lord; the malady encreaſes eve- 

«© ry day, your provinces are full of murmurs, 
« and if you perſiſt in the refolution of entirely 
extirpating the female ſex, we may both fall 
| in 
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ein the attempt, and if it had not been for 
* the arrival of Fecunout the philoſopher, ſo fol- 
„ lowed by part of your court and ſubjects, the 
« ſtate would, before this time, have been in 
« danger of an overthrow. His: antipathy for 
« women, ſuſtained by his profound know- 
* ledge, and perſuaſive eloquence, have opera- 
<« ted hitherto greatly, but it is ſtriving againſt 
te the ſtream, and the common people, ve 
„ far from following this new doctrine, det 
it, and look upon the author as an enemy, 
* both to the gods and men: ſooner or later, 
he will become a-ſacrifice to their fury, 

„ Your ſubjects in general deplore your 
“ blindneſs, and ſecretly endeavour to throw 
« off the yoke you impoſe on them; it is your 
military force reſtrains them: but I hope, 
« out of regard to yourſelf and ſubjects, you- 
« will permit things to return to their natural 
order.“ 

1 did not ſend for you,” replied the princo, 

to deſtroy every thing I have been doing hi- 
* therto, but to aſſiſt me in rendering my reſo- 
« Jutions more firm, and to make them be re- 
garded; the farther I advance, the more 
„fixed I am in my fentiments ; there is not 
any thing capable of making me change 
« them. It is on this principle you and my 
council ought to act; at preſent, let us con- 
« fider of the puniſhment due to the chiefs of 
the laſt conſpiracy, and as my former mercy 
„ has only given rife to new crimes, it is my 
© command, that the criminals ſuffer according 
to law, and ſerve as an example to the mu- 

ES 460 tinous 
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„ tinous. With reſpe&t to Jelivot, I put him 
„under your care; I would not preſcribe you 
any rules which regard his education; your 
„ knowledge will enable you to make choice 
of a governor on whom I may depend,” 
The miniſter was diſſatisfied but kept ſilence, 
and ſet about the important commiſſions with 
which he was charged. Eight days were ſuffi- 
cient to diſconcert all the deſigns of the male- 
contents; the chiefs loſt their heads for their 
criminal enterprizes; their accomplices were 
either baniſhed or deprived of their offices ; the 
guards of Lodbarli were decimated and broke; 
two hundred men, who, with traiterous deſigns, 
had enliſted amongſt the Lombards, were pu- 
niſhed at the head of their regiments. | 
Tranquility ſucceeded theſe political operati- 
ons, the king aſſumed his uſual chearfulneſs, 
and declared to Croſego!, that he was now ready 
to put to the teſt, the wager, on which depen- 
ded the liberty of the women of Lodbarl:. 
Luhe miniſter inſiſted they were not all baſe, 
and was confident, ſome might be found to. re- 
deem the whale, and cure the king of his aver- 
ſion to the ſex ;- and aſked reſpectfully, when 
he choſe to continue the examinations. To 
+6. morrow night,” anſwered Tanidan, but I 
* ſhall not, continued he, looking ſtedfaſtly 
at the miniſter, expect to find the virtuous 
* phœnomenon, nor will I excuſe any crimi- 
„ nal] you have a wife and daughter, Croſe- 
cc gol, I ſhall pay no reſpect to perſons, you 
$ underſtand me,” After which, the king 2 
| 1 tired 
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tired to his cloſet, and leſt the miniſter very 
much in aſtoniſinment. . 
It appears, by what has been ſaid, that the 
king's hatred to women did not take its riſe 
from any natural antipathy; he had loved Ne- 
colane, and was of a diſpoſition eaſily ſuſceptible 
of love, but he had a delicacy. of ſentiment, 
which made him deſirous of a-heart equally pure 
with his own; and could not remember with- 
out horror, the perfidy he had himſelf experi- 
enced amongſt the ſex; and the perſecutions 
he had ſuffered from the queen: but notwith- 
ſtanding, he had ſtill ſome: tenderneſs remain- 
ing, and oft was moved with, pity. on heari 
the diſtreſſes of perſons in love; this convince 
him that he had a heart, tender and ſuſceptible 
of love, and oft reſolved to be on his guard 
againſt future temptations 5 but his curioſity 
getting the better of his reſolutions, he determi- 
ned to continue the examinations he had begun. 
The king, as before mentioned, had made 
his nurſe governeſs of Lodbarli, on account of 
her known attachment to his intereſt, but ſhe- 
had been hitherto uſeleſs to him; for, excluſive 
of the jealouſy of thoſe to whom ſhe; was be- 
come ſuperior, , they hated her for being a crea- 
ture of his; and they took the greateſt precau- 
tion to hide every thing from her knowledge. 
Tanidan knew this, and with, intent to 
alter his meaſures, he went to Lodbarli' once 
more at midnight, accompanied only by Dear- 
chealb, and — for the high — — | 
neration that was in thoſe times inculcated in- 
ta the minds of the people for the miniſters of 


their 
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— —7§/˖—ͤ/ͤͤ ;“ ̃ ß 
„»9„»»„»„»„A:² ² 2TNm VI AD. <1 En 


210 Frnart BANIsHMuEN r, or 
their gods, cauſed their miſterious rites to be 
received with the utmoſt reſpect, it is true, 
the prie ſthood had not a little contributed to 
it by their artful management. 

Secret intrigues and miracles they knew 
how to work with ſo much addreſs that 
the moſt clear ſighted were very dften amazed, 
and ſometimes perſuaded of their reality: the 
high prieſteſs Onecſa had illuſtrated her temple 
and reputation greatly by theſe means, and it 
was generally believed, that ſhe had frequent 
conference with the divinity/at whoſe altar ſhe 
ſerved, and whatever ſhe faid, was eſteemed as 


| the wores of an oracle; but to diſplay her cha- 


racter the more clearly, it is neceſſary to give 
ſome account of the former part of her life. 


| The Hiſtory of Onecfa, 


Ode, nt me age of five years, bad been 


ut up in a temple conſecrated to Diana, 


{þ 
and brought up as a veſtal, always to abide in 
chat ſacred retreat. She was the daughter of a 
nobleman whoſe. fortune was ſmall, which had 


induced him to diſpoſe 'of her in this manner, 


in order to increaſe the fortune of his darling 


Scarce had the young Onecfe attafhed to the 


age of reaſons. when ſhe became uneaſy at her 
"employ, as ſhe had an averſion to the prieſt- 
"hood, and could not bear to be ſecluded from 
the innocent enjoyments, which ſhe had a na- 
dern! right to tafl F 
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She tried various methods to induce her fa-- 
ther to change his reſolution; but not ſucceed- 
ing, ſhe determined to grow eminent in the ſta- 
tion ſhe was fixed in, To effect this, ſhe- 
changed her conduct, and appeared reſigned, 
and willing to ſacrifice her liberty, which the 
had hitherto been ſo jealous of. She deelared 
that on the night vaſt, Diana had appeared, 
and preſented her with a vail. She related this 
ſtory with ſuch an appearance of artleſs ſimpli- 
eity, that ſhe was believed, and every day ac- 
quired freſh credit and veneration, * - © * 
The high prieſteſs was old, and on the eve 
of paying her tribute to nature. Onecfa was 
only twenty two years of age, but had ambiti 
on, which prompted her to attempt to ſucceed . 
the venerable matron; though to obtain this 
eminent degree, it required either to be old in 
the practice of the religious miſteries, or to ar- 
rive at it by ſucceſſſun. The young prieſteſs 
determined to remove theſe obſtacles, and, if 
poſſible, to gain the grand dignity in view, 
which would intitle her to lead a life- without 
controul, ; b 
One night, whilſt ſhe was placed to watch the 
fanQuary, ſhe determined to begin a bold act; 
the perceived that the ſky was overcaſt, and 
gave ſigns of an approgching ſtorm; ſhe con- 
cluded that it was a proper time to pave the 
way to her elevation; ſhe immediately coun- 
terfeited to fall into a trance, and imitated all: 
the actions of a perſon poſſeſſed. She had prac- 
tiſed in private many convulſive motions, neceſ- 
ſary to promote her ſcheme: the a 
| k © as : W 
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. who watched with her, were ſurprized at her 
ſtrange appearance; at firſt they ran to help 
her, thinking ſhe was attacked by an hiſteric 
diſorder or apoplexy, but having ſoon found the 
contrary, and having been beat by the cunning 
Onecfa, they contented themſelves with com- 
plaining, and invoking the divinity, before 
whom this ſcene was played. _ 
A violent clap of thunder which ſucceeded, 
added to this prodigy: the ſacred daughters 
proſtrated themſelves on the earth in great fear, 
but one of them was diſpatched to the high 
-Prieſteſs to acquaint her with this ſtrange phce- 
nomenon. In the mean time, Onecſa, in a 
feigned and hollow voice, cried out, „ the 
<< time is coming, O wiſe Onecfa, when you 
&© ſhall be the ſacred interpreter of my decrees, 
Nov, even now, receive my ſpirit.” —— 
and then, * oh ſun ! oh my brother] prepare 
* a place in thy glory for a prieſteſs, who has 
© ſo long preſided over my votaries: let not 
e thy. courſe be finiſhed, without recompen- 
A cing her labour. ATE, $48 
This ſuppoſed oracle was pronounced in ſo 
diſtinct a tone, and Onecſa made ſuch artful 
uſe of the intervals of the claps of thunder, 
that there was not a fingle pauſe, but what was 
terminated by a thunder-clap ; and there hap- 
pened to be ſo loud a one after her laſt words, 


that the high prieſteſs, who entered at that mo- 
ment, fell down through fear. All theſe things, 
joined to the ſituation in which ſhe ſaw Qnecfa, 
entirely perſuaded her of the truth of the oracle. 
She invoked the goddeſs to eaſe the torments — 
* 2 2 


Woman HATER, 2013 
the predeſtined Onecfa, . who, at that prayer, 
ſtopped by degrees her convuilive motions, and 
ſeemed at laſt, compoſed into a peaceable, and 
divine trance : this ſudden. tranfition was attri- 
buted to the prayer ef the high prieſteſs. 

Whatever ſecreſy was obſerved in the temple, / 
all theſe things tranſpired ; . the queen, Albinell 
heard the report, went to the high prieſteſs,, 
who informed her of the minuteſt circumſtance; 
but ſhe was too knowing in wiles. to believe 
theſe prodigies, and concluded, that the girl, 
who had played this daring part, was one of 
the moſt extraordinary in her kingdom. Pre- 
poſſeſſed with this opinion, ſhe went to ſee her, 
and made uſe of ſo much art in the conference 
with Onecfa, that ſhe confeſſed the whole fraud. 
The queen thought, a woman poſſeſſed of fo 
much art might be of ſervice to her, and 
therefore promiſed to aſſiſt her, in being inſtal- 
led high prieſteſs. 14 
The chief thing now wanting to crown 
2 ambition, was the death of the high 
prieſteſs, who was of a ſtrong conſtitution, and 
enjoyed perfect health, notwithſtanding the pro- 
phecy which had called her to the glory of Phœ- 
bus, before his annual courſe was run; but 
that the divinity might not appear to lye, Onec- 
a adminiſtered ſlow poiſon to her at a feſtival, 
which ſhe ſurvived only about two months. 
- This was looked upon as the conſequence of 
the divine prediction, and in obedience to it, 
 Onecfa was proclaimed high prieſteſs. 
anidan learned this hiſtory from the queen, 
at the time ſhe confeſſed her crimes, and he had 
reſolved 
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reſolved to make Onecſa repent, the impoſing 
both upon => and men; fince that time, he 
had received further cauſe to be offended at her, 
for ſhe had aſſiſted in ſupporting Jelivot, and 
had been greatly concerned in the late plots: 
but a political conſideration had hitherto re- 
ſtrained him; he could not puniſh her accord- 
ding to law, without laying all the ſecret work- 
ings of ſuperſtition open, and ſuch a diſcovery 
was capable of doing great injury to a religion, 
which was the ſoul of ſlavery, and the baſis of 
deſpotiſm. | 
Such were the king's reaſons before he was be- 
come powerful, he afterwards thought ſhe was. 
in ſome degree puniſhed by the deprivation of 
her liberty. At this time he ſent for her, that 
he might ſecure a future intelligence of the ca- 
bals at Lodbarli. |. ls 
By his order, the governeſs ſent her word, 
that ſhe had received an order from the king, 
which ſhe wanted to communicate to her ; ſhe 
trembled at this meſſage, being conſcious of 
crimes that deſerved puniſhment ; yet thought 
proper to obey, and went, accompanied by two 
prieſteſſes. | | 
The governeſs received her at the door of her 
apartment. Onecſa aſked eagerly, if the order 
was favourable to the women of Lodbarhi, The 
nurſe aſſured her ſhe did not know, but that the 
bearer of the order might, perhaps, ſatisfy her 
curioſity : on which, the high prieſteſs pulled 
down her vail, and followed the governeſs di- 
rectly to the king. * | 
fig hers The 
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The noble air and dignity with which Onecfa 
appeared, ſurprized bins, and ſhe was not leſs 
ſo, to find herſelf in the preſence of her ſove- 
reign; ſhe took off her vail, proſtrated herſelf 
beers him, as did her virgin attendants, after” 
Hopping their eyes, for it was not allowed for 
the veſtals of Diana to look at men. 

Tanidan ſtarted with ſurprize on the fight of 
one of theſe virgins, he had never ſeen any 
thing ſo beautiful, and was very near giving her 
a proof of his admiration: a moment's reflei- 
on checked him. He made Onecfa riſe, and 
| "ſend away the ladies, though he regretted their 
departure. He then ſpoke to her thus, Two 
C reafons, prieſteſs of Diana, have induced me 
% to ſend for you, they equally concern 
« your intereſt and mine; but to be ſhort, I 
'« am diſſatisfied with your conduct; Lodbarl 
« is full of rebels, who are continually form- 
ing plots againſt me: you are not ignorant, 
< that it is in my power to reduce the whole 
% city to aſhes, and make theſe perfidious ſub- 
* jedhs fall into the pit they would have dug for 
« me; but my humanity has with-held me 
* more than your merit. | 

&© I know more of you than you expect, yon 
« are the rebel chief, and have been the cauſe 
«© of much miſchief. Me, my lord,” in- 


| terrupted Onecfa reſpectfully, „yes, you, re- 
plied the king, looking at her ſtedfaſtly, but 
don't interrupt me, when I have done, I 
„ ſhall permit you to make your defence, i& 
* youdare do it; you raiſed a rebellious ſtorm 
< againſt me, and it is in your power, * 
TAX e 
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the turbulent ſpirits, and induce them to pay 
% me proper ſubmiſſion. Diana, whom you 


cc once attfu}ly cauſed to ſpeak, to gratify your 


&« ambition, might again ſpeak, to quell the 


< rebellious fury with which you have filled 


„ my ſubjects. Vencration and reſpe& you 
cc have obtained, but it is by craft and fraud 
«ſuperior to the reſt of my ſubjects. I know 
cc all your baſeneſs, and this is the cauſe of my 
“ anger. Can you clear yourſelf? No, the 
<<, moſt valid excuſe you can make, is, that you 
<« are of a ſex, that was created to do every 
ce miſchief, and to propagate villany and hor- 
6 ror.” | 

The king ſpoke theſe laſt words with the 
greateſt rage; the prieſteſs trembled, but her 
policy and addreſs aſſiſted her. Jou have 
e found me guilty, my lord,“ replied ſhe, © it 
ce js proper for me to be ſilent. In vain ſhould 
<<] attempt to juſtify a conduct which you con- 
« demn; you are too clear ſighted, and too 
4 -well informed, to be impoſed on by any ar- 
ce tifice; but I beg, my ſovereign will deign a 
«<< moment to deſcend; and ſuppoſe himſelf in 
« my place. I have attempted things almoſt 


<«<-jmpoſble, to preſerve a liberty, which I en- 


« joyed by my birth, and of which, an inhu- 
4 man father endeavoured to deprive me. I 
believed I had ſucceeded: I applauded my- 
« ſelf; and in an inſtant, I faw myſelf robbed 


« of this liberty, that I had riſqued my life to 


A preſerve. Your majeſty tells me that T'go- 


ce vern at Lodbark, as I did in the capital; ah 


« my lord, what a difference! Is there an 
| oy « happineſs 
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« him to ſpend the whole of 
„ Theſe were my wiſhes, and, perhaps, 
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* happineſs i in this prerogative? what avails 


« it to be even a queen without ſubjects, or 


What joy can be in the life of women, if de- 


« barred of the pleaſures arifing from the ſoci- 


« ety of men. 


This diſcourſe, from a virgin cred 
« to Diana, ſurpriſes you, but it is natural. I 


« ſpeak freely, and diſplay to you, the ſecret 


« reaſons which have induced me ſo to act. 


« As ſoon as I arrived at the years of matu- 


« rity, I defired ardendy to appear in the 
world, to make mankind pay me homage, 


« and to ſingle out one to” my taſte, and with 


« they contributed to make me more ſenſible 
« of the barbarity afterwards impoſed on me, 
« when I was depriyed of a happineſs, which 
« I imagined ſo great. 

„] was compelled to take the veſtal vows, 

« and conſequently to pull off my fine cloaths, 
« to bid adieu to my lovers and my relations. 
„% Then was J cloyſtered and excluded from 
4 all the joys of life, Immediately I hated my 

« priſon and . unbappy in confinement; 


« whole 2 ſpent in murmurs and com- 
* plaints, I w 


* the Teaſt ſhadow of hope, that I ſhould get 


free, I was then in the bloom of life, had” 
* been taught to expect pleaſures, but now 


found all forts of pains in the loſs of liberty: 


© the ſmiles of beauty then- fled my counte-; 


* nance, and dejection ſeized m —— 1 
1 * food a grief of mind, oy 
. 4 ſo 


* pent up fot liſe, and had not 
" * 
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6 fo. much affected my body, that I ſeebly 
* crawled along: even night, which brings 
<6 reſt to the weary and removes common 
<« es, was an enemy to me, for then I had 


40 neither buſineſs nor other amuſement to 


<< prevent reflection, which uſually brought 
c<* tears, and if lumber cloſed my eyes, dreams 
« oft magnified my unhappineſs; but if 
* they chanced to place me in liberty and plea- 
t ſures, they ſoon vaniſhed, and I found my- 
« ſelf tortured with a Tantalus's feaſt. \ 
<< Thus firuated, ſome of my ſex would 
t have deſtroyed themſelves in deſpair, but I 
a had ambition at heart which ſpurred me on 
c to greater attempts. | 

&G 1 the reſt, my lord. I was on 
« the eve of enjoying, what I had with fo 
4 much difficulty attained, when your cruel 
« order, (pardon me, my lord, for ufing that 
« term). made me change a place that was full 
« of charms, for another, where pleaſure is 2 
ES b6n ating I core 

« R tranſported me; I cu 

« a thouſand times the 56 in which I was 
« horn: at laſt my paſſion ſubſided, and a 
« gleam of bope prompted me to attempt what 
« has come to your majeſties knowledge: and 
% now, my lord, I wait your puniſhment or 


_ The king replied, © You have ſuppreſſed an 
& eſſential particular, and I don't wonder at it, 
44 as it is uncommon. to find integrity in your 
« ſex; but when the phornomenon does ap- 
41 a pes 
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« pear, the poſſeſſor ſhall meet with encou- 
* ragement. ” 

„Have you been ſuffciently wicked to get 
* rid of hes, as as you have done of the prieſſeſs? 
N 1s — vain you appear not to underſtand 
c“ me, I ſpeak of the girl whom you mention- 
« ed in your latter to Raguti mar, in which 
« you ſeemed to deſign her death ; ſpeak, and 
««. remember, that you are before one, on 
« whom it is not eaſy to impoſe.” 

« My lord,” . rephed Onecſa, you are the 
66 to of my deſtiny ; I doubt not of its 

“ rigour, after the confeſſion I have made; but 

« if I may claim any mercy for my innocence 

„with regard to Urgocine, | Crofeg egol's daugh- 
t ter, - Croſegol's daughter, interrupted 
the king, is it poſſible, that ſhe ſhould be 
4 faithful like her father; but where is ſhe ? 

| « At one my lord,” replied the prieſteſs, 

| « ſhe is in your apartment; the youngeſt of 

b « the virgins that J brought with me to attend 
your majeſty, was Urgocine.” The king 

was ſtruck at theſe words; he recollected the 

deauty of this maid, and aldoſt wiſhed to „ 
that ſhe was equally wiſe as ſhe had proved her- 
ſelf generous : theſe reflections AT m unea- 

ſyi he commanded Oneef@ to retin . * re- 

turned to his palace. = 
Next day he refuſed giving audience; and 
ſhut . himſelf up in his cloſet ; formed, and 

Tees rejected ſeveral ſchemes in reſpect to 

z but was moſt perplexed on account of 7 
Urgocine: he ſighed oft, but found himſelf 
bach inelined to ſubmit to love, and act con- 
L 2 trary 
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trary to his repeated reſolutions. Night came 
before he had come to a determinate reſolution, 
at which time he ſent for Croſegol, that he 
might take him to Leabarli they ſet out, and 
the miniſter, to amuſe the king, continued his 
adventures. E | 


f The End of Croſego?s Stery. = 


Pitvitoun exactly kept his appointment, and 
early in the morning came to me. You fee 
my eagerneſs,” faid he, “ but that ought 

not to ſurprize you, as Iam in love; and ! 
declare to you, that I am tranſported with 
e the thoughts of our party. But who is to 
« be of it,” replied I, © You make the 
% fourth,” returned he, I made no objection, 
we went to the queen's apartment, and found 
Solinpitna alone; the queen was with Yetubal : 
we complained of the accident, but Pitvitoun 
took this opportunity of making his miſtreſs 
ſome compliments. How great ſoever the 
44 loſs,” faid he, I find it fally made up to 
* me in being with the moſt charming woman 
* in the world. That is very flattering,” re- 
plied Solinpitna, but it does not determine 
4 that what you pretend is true; I may be 
4 beautiful in your eyes, without being really 
4 ſo; beauty depends upon opinion, taſte, and 
« ſometimes caprice, and I believe it a being that 
« exiſts only in the imagination. This is a 
« ſubtle diſtinction, replied Pitvitoun, but 
4 jt is nevertheleſs chimerical ; what is really 

« beautiful ; can it depend upon caprice or opi- 


6 nion 
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© nion? Yes, without doubt, replied the 
lady, I will give you an inftance; you tell 
+ me that I pleaſe you, and I believe it; you 
„ have ſo often ſaid it that I no longer doubt 
« it; you conſequently ſay I am handſome, 
« and I am effeclualiy fo to you, becauſe of 
* your prepoſſeſſion; L appear to you in a fa- 
c yourable light, but does this prove that I am 
« handſome in reality? Certainly,” replied 
Pituitoun, and I will ever maintain it. 
„Mere gallantry,” cried Solinpitna, „ and 
„% will give you a proof of it; aſk my lord 
„ Crofeget if he is of your opinion, and does 
« not think more favourably of ſome other per- 
« ſon? if this ſhould happen, will not my 
e pretended beauty be rendered doubtful, tho? 
« it may pleaſe your taſte? in a word, to be 
«really beautiful, all men, of what ever nati- 
on they are, muſt agree to it, and as that is 

* impoſhible, there never will be any ſuck 
„ 'This is puſhing the notion of human ca- 
« price very far,” replied Pituitoun, and ac- 
« cording to your way of thinking, there can- 
« not be any thing real in this life, Our 
“Ideas, our prepoſſeſſions, whatever they are, 
&« are they capable of hindering a being that 
© exiſts, from being really an exiſting being? 
« No,” returned I, * but I am nevertheleſs of 
* the lady's opinion; you muſt, to make me 
« of yours, convince me that beauty is really 
«© a being, and does not depend upon taſte, 
* caprice, or what ever you pleaſe, that, 
i what I deny,” interrupted P:tvitonn, 
4. \ | L. og that 
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« that it depends upon any of theſe ; Solinpit- 


na is beautiful, becauſe ſhe has every thin 
« that can merit this title, and becauſe al 
« mankind agree in a certain proportion in na- 
« ture, which when they find in any creature, 
« they give to it the name of beauty. That is 
« true,” replied I, “but acknowledge, in 
your turn, that the appellative of incompg+ 
« rable, takes riſe only from your prepoſſeſſion, 
« for if to be handſome, there only requires 
* the juſt proportions of which you ſpeak, you 
« may find them in others, and conſequently, 
this beanty, on which we are arguing, de- 
« rives its perfection from our favourable pre- 
“ poſleflion; if fo, there is no ſuch thing as 
« an. incomparable. beauty; but we ſhall 
„ not diſpute it with you,” interrupted Solin- 
pitna with rage, and I cannot conceive why 
-.* 4 are ſo ſtrenuous on this ** 

e queen came to us very luckily, and 
drew me out of the ſcrape; I.had not had the 
honour of ſeeing her majeſty ſor ſome time; 
ſhe had the denen to make me a com- 
pliment on my figure, and examined me with 
a'tention, ſaying aloud, that I was a well made 
cavalier. 4 ren e po In return to _ wu 
. tering and obliging ſpeeches, but a reſpectfu 
—.— ſhe rallied 29 &« He is timid and 
* bafſhful,” ſaid ſhe ſmiling, „and perhaps, 
* a little indifferent about the ladies. That's 
« ſaying too much,” replied Solinpitng malici- 
ouſly, he has juſt given us a proof of the 
<« contrary; if your majeſty had been preſent, 
you would have thought ſo ; we have been 

a 5 e arguing 
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„ arguing upon beauty; Pitvitoun would have 
it mine was incomparable ; Creſegol would 
« not allow it, and defended his ſentiment with 
„ ſo much warmth, that there is not any rea- 
« ſon to doubt his being in love, and that he 
© thinks the object of his flame aboye all other 
«© women.“ 

Aulinell was piqued at this diſeourſe; never 
was any princeſs more loved, or more jealous 
of her beauty; | ſhe aſked me with a forced 
fmile, if ſhe knew the beauty to whom I of- 
fered ſuch flattering incenſe + this queſtion em- 
barraſſed me, but I refolved to be revenged on 
Solinpitna. You muſe”, cried Albinell, © it 
is not ſo that you muſt anſwer me; do you 
« heſitate at making me your confident, I 
© can keep a ſecret, and if you don't chuſe to 
« explain yourſelf before witneſſes, tell me in 
«a whiſper. - - 

„ Madam,” replied I, “ the perſon for 
« whom I ſigh is preſent, and I hope ſhe will 
« excuſe my further confeſſion.” e queen 
and Solinpitna looked at each other and bluſh- 
ed; Pitvitoun heard me not, but as he ſaw us 
ſmile, thought himſelf the cauſe. 

The queen took my declaration to herſelf, 
and did not ſeem diſpleaſed with it; WS. 12 
who loved me, and wiſhed ardently to find me 
[ſenſible of tenderneſs for her, flattered herſelf, 
this declaration was. in her favour; and theſe 
different ideas produced ' a very entertaining 
ſcene, © | wy 

Daring the time we were at ſupper, Pitvi- 
toun would have made me the butt of converſa- 

L 4 tion, 
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tion, but found himſelf the dupe; The dread 
that Solinpitna had of making me uneaſy, made 
her, inſtead of anſwering his compliments, in 
appearance refuſe giving the leaſt attention to 
them ; the queen, who had too much penetra- 
tion not to fee the care Salinpitna took to pleafe 
me, was ſo much diſſatisfied with it, that ſhe 

did not let any opportunity of contradicting and 
humbling her paſs. 

Scarce was the defert ſet on the table, when 
the queen ordered me to drink her health; a 
glaſs was brought me full of a delicious liquor; 

drank her health, and we afterwards conver ſed 
on ſeveral topicks : they urged me ſt ill to drink, 
but ſcarce had I ſwallowed three cups, before 
my head began to turn, and I too freely opened 
the ſecrets of my heart. I fpoke of Firdala, 1 
buated of her charms before the queen, who 
by turns, contradicted and flattered me, *ti!l l 
had declared the ſecret means I had ufed to 
preſerve my treaſure, to which was attached 
- the happineſs of my life. My companions took 
Aqvantage of my intoxication, and wound me 
about ſo artſully, that I was the firſt to propoſe 
| their ſeeing my miſtreſs; they took me at my 
word. Pitvitoun gave me his arm, for I could 
ſcarce ſtand; however, I pointed the way to 
my caſtle, and gave them the keys. The air 
had compleated my intoxication; I fell into 
ſuch a deep fleep, that they had- time to pray 
I 


me the moſt cruel trick that could be imagin 


Judge my ſurprize, when on waking, 
found myſelf in my caſtle, and could nag con- 


* 


ceive how I came there; it ſeemed as if fleep, 
8 TOY or 
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or rather, the pernicious liquor had entirely ta- 
ken away my memory. I aſked a flave that 


was carefully watching me, where Findalia 
was; the girl ſaid, ſmiling, that no perſon 
ought to know better than myſelf, I frowned, 


which made her look very ſerious, and anſwer, 


that Findalia went out with the company I 
brought there. How!“ cried I with fury, 
« is Findalia a ſecond time treacherous? I 
6“ ſhall make ſuch an example of her, and 
ce thoſe run away ſlaves, that it ſhall be a cau- 
« tion to all that are born to obey, how dan- 
te gerous it is to betray their truſt,” © 

My rage ſo frightened the ſlave, that ſhe fled 
from me. I ran through all the apartments, 
but no one could I find. I went to the door of 


the ſubterrane, which I found open. I was al- 


molt” determined to ſtab myſelf; © ah hea- 
« vens!” cried I, © how wretched Iam! per- 
« fidious women | you are all traitreſſes, and 
« monſters of ingratitude] had I my wiſh, I © 
« would exterminate the whole ſex.”. I was 
driven to deſpair, and could not find terms 
ſtrong enough to expreſs my fury. | 

« Ah well,” interrupted Tanidan with an 
air of ſatisfation, ** were you again the dupe- 
« of thele perfidious wretches? ah my lord, 
(replied Croſegol) who is ſufficiently wiſe. to 
guard againſt them. Continue, continue, 
cryed the king, I:find that on theſgpecali- 
ons, mankind only. grows wiſe een 
* ence.'. 3 o 

Full of reſentment J left the caſtle, (conti-- 
nued tbe. miniſter) and made ſtrict enquiry after - 
| | * * L 1 Zindalia, | 
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* Findalia, but to little purpoſe; for two months 
paſſed before T got any intelligence of her. [ 
had not been once at court, nor could I meet 
with Pitviteun. Every night I ran through the 
_ ſtreets, in hopes to diſcover Findaha. I was 
1o infatuated that T took no care of myſelf; I 
had forſworn the world; rage and deſpair had 
almoſt deprived me of thought ; whoever had 
met me, would have taken me for a mad- man; 

I was become an object to move pity, and had 
I continued much longer in that way, 1 ſhould 

One night, as I was taking a melancholly 
+ walk, I ſaw come out of a houſe of very mean 
appearance, by the light of two flambeaus, a 
man magnificently dreſſed; this contraſt raiſed 
my curioſity ; I ran to the place and found it 
* was Pitvitoun: unſeen I followed him; he 
ſtopped at his own door, where I thus accoſted 
him, | | 
Pitvitoun, I have ſome ſhort buſineſs with 
« you.” he turned pale, and anſwered me in 2 
low voice, That he was ready to hear me, 
we went into an apartment, and without fur- 
ther ceremony, I ſaid, ** Don't you divine, 
«-you villain, what has brought me here; [ 
come to demand ſatisfaction for injuries done 
to me; don't attempt excuſes, for I will hear 
© no evaſions; there is but one way to calm 
„ my fury; deliver up Findalig, or prepare to 
feel the force of my reſentment,” 
The alternative did not pleaſe him; he pau- 
ſed, and I preſſed him to a determination. In 
' vain he aſſured me, he bad no part in the late 
N | tranſaction; 


: 


* 
© 


de 


— 
— 


„ee e AS rr 


= a — 9 „ % © ĩ „„ „ „„ 8 x 


WonaAx HArER. 2327 
tranſaction: regardleſs of bis excuſes, I drew 
my ſabre, and ſaid, I ſhall find the means of 
* making you ſpeak truth. Stay a moment,” 
ſaid he, I am ready to ſatisfy you; if re- 
„turning Findalia will do it, ſhe is a trifler 
c not worth quarrelling about; if I had known 
« her, I ſhould not have robbed you of her.” 

My paſſion in ſome degree ſublided, on find- 
ing him little more fortunate than myſelf : he 


_ acquainted me with what I have related to your 
' majeſty, and added, that this ungrateful girl 


gave herſelf up to him without any remorſe, 
and had railed at me in the bittereſt manner. 
- *© The traitreſs,” ſays Pituitoun, bas de- 
& ceived me a hundred times by wicked tri 
% but what will ſurprize you moſt, is my folly, 
ct for, notwithſtanding I know ſhe is vicious, 
« ſtill love her, and though I am aſhamed 
of my unworthy paſſion, I cannot drive it 
from my breaſt.” Ke 
In what Pitvitoun had ſaid, I ſaw a deſcrip- 
tion ciygmy own folly and paſſion, but how is 
« it pothble,” replied I, © after the love you 


_ © expreſſed for Salinpitna, you ſhould have for» 


* her ſo ſoon. The indifference of that 
„% Jady, and the kindneſs of Findalia was the 
« cauſe,” returned he, © being tired of loving 
« without return; and the careſſes of this little 
% coquet, have made me, by degrees, forget 


« her. | That is to tell me, ſaid I, © that 


* the infamous Findalia, without remembring 
* what ſhe owed me, has done all that lay in 
* her power to pleaſe you: but come, let me 


* fee her; 1 7 vengeance too long; 


there 
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there is not any puniſhment too great for her 
* ingratitude.“ 3 

In finiſhing theſe words, I got up in a rage 
to gd to her. Pitvitoun employed all his addreſs 
to calm me. © Leave this wretch,” ſaid he, 
to her evil deſtiny, which will be ſufficient 
« puniſhment; for my part, I ſhall from this 
moment wholly abandon her. No,” cried 
I, „I will enjoy the terror, the ſight of me 
«< will put her into, and reproach her as much 
« as ſhe deferves. I will make her regret the 
« happinefs ſhe has loſt, and will never re- 
cover.“ = 
It was not difficult for Pitvitoun to find by 
this diſcourſe, that I was as much in Jove as 

Sever. © Permit me,” ſaid he, © to tell you, 
« that paſſion may burry you into ſome exceſs, 
* which afterwards you may repent ; beſides, 

« this girl is at preſent aſleep; ſurprize may 
« deprive her. of ſenſe; do you think that ſuch 
% ſight would induce, you to puniſh her: 
' «© dread, on the contrary, that pity will Tuc- 
« ceed' your reſentment ; beſides, willb will 
open their doors to us at this hour, they will 
„ know who we are, and what can have 
brought us at midnight to Findalia: you had 
* better decline it, my lord, till to morrow; 
xrepoſt will refreſh and make you more mo- 
. derate, and I will then conduct you to the 

X traitreſs, who ſhall not eſcape.” 108 

I ſuffered myſelf to be perſuaded by theſe 

reaſons, "imagining, that Privitoun, piqued as 

he ſeemed to he with. Findalia, would do all 0 

| RE”. y Y 
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his power to aſſiſt my revenge; and thus reſol - 
ved, I returned to my houſe. 40 
The reſt of the night to me of an 
unſupportable length; I fancied the day broke 
later than uſual, I formed a thouſand different 
projects to puniſh my miſtreſs ; the moſt flat- 
tering, was, that of ſhutting her up.  <* I ſhall 
cc then enjoy. ſaid I to-myſelf, 5* her ſighs 
| © and tears without ceaſing; ſhe will repent 
ac having offended me, and I ſhall be fully 
64 revenged.” TO 1 Tow 
I did not remain long, without diſcovering; 
that my love had got the better of my reſent- 
ment, and that, under pretext of puniſhing her, 
it inſpired me with the deſire of uſing a means 
by which 1 might always have her preſent. 
Alas, how weak is man ! and how far do his- 
- paſſions carry him | 
Il went the next day to Pitvitown's houſe, and 
was told. that he went out before it was day. F 
perceived myſelf. a ſecond time his dupe, and 
repented my credulity, but took a folemn oath 
to his villany. | | Ine 
was returning home with my mind full of 
ſchemes to recover. the opportunity I had loſt; 
when paſling through a bye ſtreet, I obſerved 
the fame houſe out of which I had ſeen Pitvi- 
toun come the preceeding night. © Without 
* doubt, ſaid I to myſelf, it is here that he 
keeps Findalia.” It was eaſy for me to be 
ſatisfied, but to have gone and enquired: for her 
or her lover, would have rendered me ſuſpec ?- 
ted, I therefore reſolved umu | 


* 
„ 


* 
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The door opened ſoon after, and a man came 


out loaded-with ſeveral bundles; he was ſoon 
fallowed by two others loaded alſo; I after- 
wards ſaw ſeveral people go in who ſeemed to 
be upholſterers; they ſtaid ſome time, and 
then others came out loaded with magnificent 
furniture; preſently after, a woman came out, 
wrapped up in a long mantle, with a cape in 
her hand; methought I knew her, but ſhe was 
fo much concealed by her dreſs, that I could 


not ſee her face; I followed her, in hopes, that 


at the firſt turning, I ſhould diſcover who ſhe 


- was. An event, which we neither of us ex- 


peed, happened in my favour ; the bird which 


as in the cage, at ſeeing me, fluttered and 


| to come to me; this drew my attention, 
and to my ſurprize, I perceived it was a favour- 
ite paroquet, which I had brought up, and gi- 
ven to Findalla. Without doubt,” ſaid I, 
« this woman belongs to her, and Pitvitoun is 
* removing her for fear of a diſcovery,” 1 
followed the ſlave at a little diſtance, turn- 
ed ſeveral times, and ſeemed to be ſuſpicious of 


me; ſhe walked on'fof two hours, but a car- 


riage that paſſed, obliged us both to ſtop, on 
which ſhe turned ſuddenly, and IT had a view of 
her face ; ſhe alſo ſaw me, and crying out, ran 
into an entry and ſhut the door: it was Bou- 
a.. Infamous wretch,” faid I, 3 


at the door, thou ſhalt not eſcape me.“ 


forced a paſſage, and with my fabre in my 
hand, purſued her up a ſtair-caſe; old as ſhe 
was, the climbed up four ſteps at a time, ma- 


« help!! 


king the moſt hideous clamours, and crying, 
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« help! aſſiſt mel my; unnatural ſon purſues 
& and will kill me, 7 am dead if you don't 
% help me.” She then threw the cage at my 
head ; I thought ſhe had killed me; the noiſe. 
of the cage, and the old wretches cries brought 
2 crowd about me. She declared I was = 
ſon, and that I was wicked enough to attempt 
the life of her who had bore me. My fury be- 
came uſeleſs, and only helped to blacken me in 
the minds of the people; they ſent for the offi- 
cer of the place, and put me into his cuſtody ; 
they would not hear my defence, but hurried. 
me to priſon, where I was chained hands and 
feet: this treatment made me raving mad. 
I was two days before I could anſwer the in» 
terrogatories they put to me; on the third, 
they informed me that I was to be baniſhed. 
The villanous Boucauna,. under pretence that I 
was her ſon, and that I had attempted her life; 


ſuſtaining this falſity by twenty witneſle,. and 


backed by Pitvitoun, had obtained this decree. 
It was in vain for me to declare who I was, I 
was not heard, or if heard, not credited, I ſet 
out guarded, to à ſea, port, where I embarked. 
Judge, my lord, of my rage and deſpair, I 
determined to throw myſelf into the ſea, and 
put an end to all my misfortunes ; but a natu- 
ral repugnance, that every being has to part 
with life prevented me, and at laſt, I determi- 
ned to live, and ſeek revenge on the ingrates, 
who had traiterouſſy involved me in misfor- 
tunes. 


oft 


= © From this time I became more calm and eaſy, 
I made acquaintance of thoſe around me, and: 


r me x N * 


„ere 
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oft told my ſtory to the liſtening ſailors ; they 
were touched with the ſingularity of my fate, 
and made ſuch a favourable report to the cap- 
tain, that next day I was deſired to ſpeak with 
him in the cabin. Various were the queſtions 
he aſked me, and from the invariable ſteadineſs 
of my anſwers, was fo much convinced of my 
hardſhips, that he aſked my pardon, for ha- 
ving, though . unknowingly, contributed to 
compleat my misfortunes ; but aſſured me, he 
would contribute as much as he was able, to 
reftore me to my liberty, 

- Fortune, weary with perſecuting me, now 
began to pour her acceptable favours on me. A 
veſſel] then hailed us which was going to Gaul, 
F went on board, and in three days was again 
landed on my native foil, 

My firſt employ was to get information of 
Pitviteun ; T heard he was married, which ſur- 
prized me much, -when T conſidered the proofs 
he had given of a fixed attachment to Findalia; 
« but perhaps,” thought I, © ſhe has deceived 
« and jilted him, and he has diſcarded her as 

4 ſhe deſerves,” Prepoſſeſſed with this idea, 
reſentment againſt him began to ſubſide, but 

TI feemed' full of an immoveable anger againſt 

her, and only wiſhed for an opportunity to be 
revenged on hier for all my paſt misfortunes, I 

had no doubt of finding her in the city, being 

certain, ſhe would make the gayeſt parts of it 
her reſidence. I firſt retired to my caſtle, 

where I lived incognito; ſlept moſt of the day, 

and every night examined the publick afſem- 

blies; at one of which I heard, there was next 
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day, to be a grand on to the temple o 
Diana. I diſguiſed myſelf, and ſet out for the 
proſpect; but in going up a ſtreet, T was fami- 
liarly accoſted by a voice which named Croeſegol. 

I looked up, furprized, that any body ſhould 
know me through the diſguiſe I then wore ; I 
could not ſee any one at the window; the 
magnificent appearance of the houſe, made me 

conclude, it was inhabited by people of quality. 
Ichought myſelf miſtaken, and was walking on, 
the ſame voice called again, © Croſegol, my 
„ lord Croſegol. I ſtarted at theſe words, and 
immediately recollefed it was my paroquet. 
« Surely,” faid I, © Findalia is here. I turn- 
ed my eyes eagerly up. O unparalell'd barba- 
rity !| the old bag Boucauna had took the bird 
out of its cage, and twiſting its neck roared 
out thus, I have oft beat thee for uttering a 
„ name, we all deteſt, but no more ſhalt thou 
vex us with the ſound,” Saying this, ſhe 
threw it down; it fell at my feet, Trac it uß 
ith tears in my eyes. Baſe wretch, ſaid 
I foftly, thy life ſhall anſwer for this laſt 
piece of cruelty. I put the bird in my bo- 
ſom, after having ſet the neck, it ſeemed to 
me not quite dead; compaſſion for it overcame 
my fury, I went home to comfort my poor 
bird; it began to flutter, I poured into its bill 
an elixir that recalled it to life; it was only 
ſtunn'd, and in a little time opened its eyes, 
and, notwithſtanding its weakneſs, ſoon knew 

me, and ſeemed rejoiced ; I nurſed it till T 

. bound it recovered; its fidelity deſerved my at- 

tenüan: 
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tention: the brute creation often give us leſ- 
ſons of conſtancy and fidelity. 
I bad remarked the houſe in which I had 
feen Beucauna, and went there in the evening, 
| determined to ſacrifice the old woman and 
= Findalia to my reſentment. I had diſguiſed 
_ Fwy; like a woman; I carried an amorous 
| billet, which ſeemed to come from one, who 
was in love with Findalia, and who. offered 
her a large ſum, as alſo one to her favourite 
ſlave. I did not doubt, but by theſe means 1 
ſhould ſucceed, 
What I had foreſeen happened; Boucauna 
came, and introduced me to Findalia.  Hea- 
vens ! how beautiful I thought her | She aſked 
me from whom the billet came; I anſwered, 
from a rich ſtranger, who was lately arrived. 
She appointed to meet him the next day, and 
bade me come after dinner, and then ſhe would 
fix the hour, and promiſed to recompence me, 
** Pitvitoun goes to morrow into the country,” 
faid ſne, as foon as he is gone, I will meet 
the ſtranger; but as my huſband is horridly 
« jealous, I would not have him find you 
CC] os ts 0: wits 1:84. . 
I was not ſurprized at the facility with which 
ſhe fell into the ſnare, but I was greatly fo, to 
hear her ſpeak of Pituitoum and her buſband, 
as if they were the ſame perſon, I could not 
_ reconcile this with Pitvitaun's marriage, which 
I concluded was with a lady of high rank; but 
experience has convinced me, that a 2 
once leaving the paths of virtue, oft ep by 
Ds 
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ſtep, goes on to the laſt degree of vice and 


folly. ub e 6 eat 
waited for the- next day with great impati- 
| ence, and taſted in idea, the pleaſures of my 


premeditated vengeance, -not doubting the ſuc- 
ceſs of my project. I hoped ſtill farther, to 


revenge myſelf on Pituitoun, in caſe he proved 


Finaalia's huſpand; and as he was already jea- 
lous, I formed a ſcheme to give him ocular de- 
monſtration of his wife's perfidy. 

I ordered a truſty ſlave to watch at Findalia's 
door, *till he ſhould ſee Pitvitaun go out, and 
afterwards to bring me an- account of the place 
to which he was gone; he executed his com- 
miſſion with great addreſs; but, my lord, 
chance favoured my deſign. _ | 

Pitvitoun had only feigned this journey, to 
have an opportwrcy of ſurprizing her: he ſuſ- 
pected her conduct, and ſought for proof of her 
ingratitude. This I was ſoon informed of, and 
before I went to this traitreſs, I wrote an ano- 
nimous letter to Pitvitoun, which advertized 
him, that his wife was at a rendezvouz with 
a favourite lover. This letter received, would 
conſequently induce the huſband to come and 
9 8 5 us. R 4 


made my ſlave go with me; he had my 


letter, and upon a ſignal, was to carry it as 
directed: every r to my with, 
Findalia informed me of her huſfand's abſence, 
the and Boucauna were ready to follow me. I 
was equally impatient, though from a. different 
motive. | 
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Me ſet out; I made the ſignal to my ſſave, | 
which he obeyed ; but this laſt precaution be- 
came uſeleſs, for, in deſcending from my car- 
rage, which ſtopped at the top of the ſtreet in 
which was my caſtle, I ſaw Pitvitoun, who 
followed us; then I doubted not my revenge 
wauld be compleat. | 
But the next moment. I was in 2 panic, for 
the wretch Beucauna almoſt overturned my 
ſcheme. She ſtopped ſuddenly, and whiſper- 
ing Findalia, ſcrupled to follow me; My diſ- 
guiſe and painted face, made me confident ſhe 
had not diſcovered. me. I aſked my uneaſy 
"miſtreſs what ſtopped her. Nothing,” faid 
"The, but J am ſurprized th-t this ſtranger does 
* not come to meet us. He is ignorant of 
your arrival,” ſaid I, © very well,” inter- 
rupted the old hag, ** go and tell him, we 
wait for him to conduct us home.” 
I had not foreſeen this ſcruple, but to remove 
their doubts, I made this anfwer, ** Ladies, 
I will do as you pleaſe, but I think it moſt 
« proper, that we ſhould here leave the do- 
«- meſtics of my lord, and go privately into his 
 * houſe : this generous lord,” ſaid I, is fo 
«© modeſt and diſcreet, that, he would not, for 
« the world, have his ſervants know of this 
« rendezvouz.” Findalia ſeemed ſatisſied with 
this anſwer ; Go on then,” ſaid ſne, I am 
<- impatient'to know this amiable man.” She 
followed me, aſking twenty queſtions about 
him ; when I came to the door, I had ſpeedy 
admittance, and after conduQing my ladies in- 
to an apartment, I ſtepped out, and * 
| ; | : 
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that the doors ſhould be left open for Pitvireun, 
and the paſſages ſhould be clear; that if 
ealouſy ſhould -incline him to enter my 


his j 
hole, he might not be hindered: he fell into 
tze ſnare;; my ſlaves let me know that he was 


come into the houſe, and that he had hid him- 


ſelf in a little room leading to the _—_— rn 
I was tranſported with joy to have all the 
power. I thall let them 


wretches in my 
% know by experience,” ſaid I, that deceit 


« and ingratitude are unpardonable vices, and 
« always meet with a punifhment, proportion- 
« ed to the heinouſneſs of the offence.” I or- 
dered all the doors to be ſhut, and took the 


keys myſelf; I then concealed a ſabre and a 
poniard under my robe, and went into the 
room where Findalia was: ſhe waited for her 
lover with great impatience. 

As ſoon as ſhe ſaw me ſhe aſked with viva- 


city, where the ſtranger was, and why he did 


not appear. He is in a more retired room,” 
faid I, but if you pleaſe, I will conduct you 


«to him.“ 


e me with fome uncafinets; 


and talked low to Boucauna, who did not ap- 
pear more tranquil. - I conducted them to the 
room where Pituitaum was concealed ; I ſtopped 


at the door. It is here,” ſaid I in a whiſper 


to Findalia, _—_ her and the old woman go 
in, that you wi 
* fires, Privitoun was in a dark part of the 


room, which hindered him from -being parti- 
cularly diſtinguiſhed. FZixdaha took him for 


the ſtranger, and advanced toward him, and 


find the object of your de- 


= 
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had not time to ſay any more, a 


233 FEMALE BANISHMENT, er 


aſked him with a confident air, which was na- 


tural to her, if a ſight which he had deſired ſo 


ardently, frightened him. Her huſband, who 


thought ſhe was alone, made himſelf known 
to her, and at the ſame inſtant, ſtruck her a 
blow on the face ; he then reproached 
her perfidy in the moſt bitter terms; 


the cried out, and would have ran away; 
Baucauna ſtrove likewiſe to make her eſcape, 


Stop,“ cried I with a voice that my fury 
animated, and receive, ſorcereſs, the puniſh- 
* ment'of thy crimes, Ah me!] ſeignior P:t- 
«© vitaun, cried the old hag, ** forget your 
6 reſentment, you run the ſame hazard; ſave 
« Findalia from the hands of Og” She 

oke of my 


ſabre extended her at my feet. 

I paſſed over her body and went to Pitvitoun, 
he was armed, and might have defended him- 
ſelf, but valour is a gift, of which the gods are 


not profuſe: he threw himſelf at my feet, and 


begged vilely of me a life, of which he was un- 


 woithy.. -** No, no, cried I, © you ſhall die; 


<<. before people are daring enough to offend 
„others, they ought to know how to defend 


« themſelves. My lord,” cried- Pitvitoun, 
take pity on me, and grant me mercy; I 


46. abandon Findalia to you, and give you my 
„„ word and honour, ; I will not interrupt your 


6 pleaſures. The propoſal is admirable,” ſaid 
I, looking in the ſfterndF®manner at him; 


4 my pleaſure, of which you ſpeak, is, at pre- 


« ſent, to be revenged on two villainous- 


« ,weetches ; but particularly, that thou ſhouldſt 


« receive 
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c receive thy death from the hands of ber thou 
4 didſt ſeduce. Lift up thy hand,” cried I, 
preſenting my poniard to Findalia, thou ſhalt. 
gratify my revenge.; fave thy own life b 
« ſtabbing that villain; at this price, I h 
& pive thee a life thou deſerveſt not: ſtrike, 
“ and think me merciful, in offering thee the 
% means of ſaving thyſelf. I will have no par- 
don at this price,” faid ſhe, © ſtrike here,” 
pointing to her heart, and give me death, O 
„deliver me from thy hated preſence; if I am 
< criminal, it is for never having loved thee: 
« I declare it without fear, I have not any 
<< thing to apprehend, not any reaſon to hinder 
«© me from uttering my ſentiments, Pituitoun 
is my huſband, I may have been faulty to 
« him; urged by my paͤſſions, and ſeduced by 
my weakneſs, but my heart was always his; 
©« and if it is poſſible, I will, at this fatal in- 
&« ſtant prove it, by giving up my life to pre - 
« ſerve his. Ah! very well, perſiſt in your 
4 obſtinacy,” replied I, amazed to hear her 
expreſs ſuch geuerous ſentiments; I will not 
© urge you, for tis you mall periſh, ſince it is 
« your choice. Take this poniard, Pituitaun, 
ſaid I, turning and preſenting it to him, © ſhe 
bas equally offended you: no reply,” added 
1, holding forth my hand, * there is only this 
o means of, ſaving your life; either obey or 
6 periſh this infſtagt.” You wait, By ord, 
the unravelling venture; the villainous 
wretch, inſtead of diſcovering as generous ſen- 
timents as Findalia, took the poniard and was 
preparing to ſtab her, when at one blow _ | 
LS . | re 


— 
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| ſabre, I ſevered his head from his body. Go,” 


faid I, © thou art not worthy to execute my 


& vengeanee, the death of this perfidious wo- 
« man, would but half have fatisfied my 
<« fury.” . | | OTH 

Dung this horrid ſcene, Findalia fell moti- 
onleſs at my feet. I was moved, but after a 
moment's reflection, I thought of a method, as 
frightful as ſingular to execute my vengeance ; 
I ſent Findalia, and the body of P:tvitoun to 
my neighouring caſtle ; I ſhut her up with this 
objeR of horror, and was, myſelf, her jailor; 


a hundred times ſhe begged death of me, as the 


greateſt favour I could grant, and I had the 
cruelty to refuſe her. 15 

1 Is it poſſible, faid the king, © that you 
« ſhould experience ſs much, and yet, even 
% now, Cel blame an averſion to women, 
de at leaſt, asfirongly founded as yours to Fin- 
de dalia? I it is permitted me, my lord, to 


reply, (returned the miniſter) I dare yet deny 


that propoſition. Findalia owed every thing to 


me; ſhe had betrayed me ſeveral times, and. 


occaſioned me many vexy great misfortunes : I 
Adored her, and the leaſt offences were capital 
crimes in my eyes. I was furious and raving, 
and for ſome time mad; while my madneſs 
| laſted, I was cruel; but no ſooner had reaſon 
_ . reaſſumed her empire in my mind, than I bluſh- 
ed at my rage, I regretted it, and did all I 
could to atone for it. My fit of revenge laſted 
three days and three nights; during this ſpace 


af time, I oft determined to deſtroy my perfidi- 
upbraid- 
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ing Her with having been the cauſe of my com- 
mitting acts, at which; on reflection, I was 
ſtruck with horror, Her tears, far from ſoft- 
ening me, augmented my rage; I attributed 
the cauſe to the loſs of a lover, whom ſhe eſ- 
teemed too well ; I loved her yet, and was jea- 
lous of Pitvitoun, dead as he was: in ſhort, I 
was more wretched and unhappy, than thoſe 
on whom I had revenged myſelf, | 

A frightful dream that I had the only night, 
in which ] was able to take any fepoſe, made 
me reflect ſeriouſly, I examined the ſtate of 
my mind, I endeavoured to ſearch the moſt ſe- 
cret receſſes of my heart, I could not help 
trembling at the ſtate into which my madneſs 
had thrown me; I was convinced, after a ſolid 
and ſerious examination, that the fatal cauſe of 
my ill conduct was love. After this diſcovery, 
I reflected on all that I had ſuffered, for having 
yielded myſelf up to the exceſſes of it; I bluſh- 
ed at the thought: from this ſhame reſulted a 
ſincere deſign to reform my conduct: to accom- 
pliſh it, I made a law for myſelf, to break off 
for the future, all commerce with women, and 
to fly them, as the fatal rock on which I had 
ſplit, I began the conqueſt of myſelf, by pardon- 
ing Findalia, granting her her liberty, on con- 
ws that ſhe ſhould ever keep out of my. 

t. 

I'was a whole day combating with myſelf, 
and the ſucceeding was -ſpent in ſtruggles be- 
wwixt my reaſon and love, I perceived my 
weakneſs, Findalia was ſtill dear to me, 1 
found it hard to part mw her for ever; twenty 


- times 
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times was I going to aſſure her that I ſtill 
loved her; and as often heſitated ; at laſt, I 
determined to give her liberty. Thus I rea- 
ſoned with myſelf, „If ſhe hates me, conſe- 
« quently, ſhe will leave me, and then 1 ſhall 
& make the utmoſt efforts to forget her; but 
«*« if, notwithſtanding all my rigours, ſhe ſhould 
beg an aſylum of me, then will I make my 
& peace with her, and ſupport her for life.” 
Thus reſolved, I went to Findalia, and ſaid, 
« It is time to finiſh your fufferings, I te- 
« proach myſelf with having been the cauſe of 
« them, but ſhall make you ſome amends.” She 
appeared ſupprized at an event ſhe had no rea- 
ſon to expect, and threw herſelf ar my feet, 
acknowledging herſelf the moſt criminal of 
women. This confeſſion juſtifies you, re- 
<< turned I, but let us repeat no grievances.” 
After this I conducted her into my own ap- 
"partment. ** You are free, Findalia, ſaid I: I 
dc hope you will make a proper uſe of your liber- 
«ty, I don't preſcribe any thing to you, and 
« T ſhall yet leſs recall to your mind all the 
ee chagrin we have given each other. Deter- 
« mine upon ſomething, and if neceſſary I will 
& aſſiſt you in it with all my fortune. I have 
<« forgot every thing.; it will be happy if you 
c have done the fame. You may take what 
« time you pleafe to conſider this affair; it is 
cc important, and requires Much reflection. I 
« will now retire, and ſehd ſome women to 
« attend you; and whatever determination 
« you make, I will conform to it.” I went 
out in great agitation of mind. Findalia, ** 


* 
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the midſt of her tears, had appeared more 
beautiful to me than ever. What looks! 
What careſſes! O how charming ſhe once 
was | I recalled to my mind the paſt moments 
ſpent in fond dalliance, and wiſhed to ſee a 
return of them; and quickly after a tremor 
ſeized me on the thought that I was in danger 
of being for ever deprived of what had given 
me ſo much pleaſure. 


I was reflefting on theſe things when a 
truſty ſlave came to tell me that the ſtreet was 
was full of guards, and as they ſeemed to di- 


rect their march, he was afraid they were 


coming to my houſe. Scarce had he finiſhed 


theſe words, when a loud knocking at my 
gates confirmed my fears, I had juſt preſence 
of mind ſufficient to determine an eſcape out 
of the back door, before the guards could force 
my gates: I ran to Findalia. “ Time is pre- 
„ cious” ſaid I, 4 the guards are come to ar- 
© reſt me; it is ealy to conceive the cauſe : 
© however innocent you are, Pituitoun's death 
„ will be imputed to us both. Whatever are 
your reſolutions with regard to me, I adviſe 
e you to follow me, and ſhelter yourſelf from 
* a ſtorm that is ready to break over our 


heads: I ſhall not alter my firſt deſigns. 


* When you are in ſafety you ſhall do as you 


; 6 x 


indalia gave me her hand, preſſed mine, 
and aſſured me ſhe would never forſake me. I 
was tranſported. with this declaration; I ex- 


preſſed it to her as much as the time' would 
permit. The ſlave who had given the notice 
Propoſed that we ſhould retreat te a houſe 


M 2 where 
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where one of his brothers was fir/t clark, and 
there to Nay till the ſtorm was paſt, We ac- 
cepted the offer, and were received with a 
great deal of humanity. 

The maſter of the houſe was a rich mer- 
chant, but at that time from home : he bore an 
amiable character, and on his return, approved 
the conduct of the ſervant, who had received 
us into his houſe, and himſelf took all poſſible 
care to entertain and render every thing agree- 
able to us. I found him ſo worthy that I con- 
tracted a friendſhip for him; he ſeemed preat!] 
pleaſed with it, and to convince him that 
repoſed an entire confidence in him, I informed 


bim not only that Findalia was not my wife, 


as I had pretended, but alſo who I was, and 
all my ſecrets. | | 


parent indifference, and had not thrown off a 


character I thought at that time it was very 
proper to wear. She appeared extremely hum- 


ble, and by her tears, which appeared ſincere, 


attempted every moment to gain a heart ſhe 
fancied almoſt bolt I put on an indifferent re- 
ſerve notwithſtanding theſe aſſualts; but tho 
the remembrance of things paſt helped me to 
conceal my paſſion, I was not the leſs weak: 
a thouſand times was I on the brink of de- 
claring that my coldneſs was diſſembled, and 
that I ceaſed not for a moment to love her. 
The return of the maſter of the houſe wrought 


a great change in our affairs. 


Soon after his arrival, Findalia altered her 


behaviour to me: ſhe was no longer the girl 


4 


T lived for ſome time with Findalia in ap- 


repenting 
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repenting of her faults and endeavouring to ob- 
tain pardon ; inſtead of that decent and ſerious 
air, for which I adored her, becauſe I was fool 
efiough to flatter myſelf ſhe would quit her fol- 
lies, a chearful ſerenity appeared in her counte- 
nance, which diſcovered the tranquillity of her 
ſoul ; on a fudden ſhe became curious in the 
art of dreſs, and in all the arts to appear hand- 
fome. The reaſon of this did not long remain 
a ſecret to me; if ſhe had covered it with the 
pretence of regaining the empire over me, I 
ſhould have conſoled myſelf ; but without an 
diſſimulatian, ſhe let me ſee that the maſter of 
the houſe was the object to whom ſhe endea- 
voured to appear amiable ; ſhe did not. even 
take the pains to reſtrain her eyes ; ſhe threw a 
thouſand glances at this man, too enchanting 
to be reſiſted. | 

Before this time, I had, from an unſuſpect- 
ing openneſs of heart, diſcloſed many ſecrets to 
the merchant ; but now I told him ſomethi 
more from policy than friendſhip : I fanci 
that in letting him know the furiouſneſſes to 
which my jealouſy had carried me, I ſhould in- 
timidate him, and prevent his encouraging the 
fond advances made him by my miſtreſs ; and 
further I thought that the hiſtory of Findalia, 
would ſhew him what a deceitful coquet ſhe 
was, and how dangerous her allurements, 
Thus I reaſoned with myſelf ; but I was in an 
error, for few people grow wiſe at other men's 
coſt ; and after ſo many events, of which I had 
been the victim, I ought not to have been 
ignorant of this maxim. 7 
M 3 Rotvelar 
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Rolvelar (that was the merchant's name) 
had behaved till this time with the greateſt de- 
cency towards Findalia, ſo that I was greatly 
pleaſed with my new confident, and was ſel- 
dom eaſy out of his company: he often ad- 
viſed me to attempt the conqueſt of a paſſion 
which he ſaid was ſhameful, and told me the 
only way to do it was to fly all occaſions that 
might nouriſh it. He ſpoke ſo often on this 
ſubject that I began to ſuſpeCt him; for he not 
only repeated all that I had ſaid to him before; 
but painted Findalia .in. all the colours that 
might extinguiſh my paſſion : he alſo pointed 
out to me the danger I run of being arreſted. 
„They ſearch for you every where,” ſaid he: 
„ Pitvitoun's friends have put a price upon 
«© your head; ſooner or later you will be diſ- 
covered; the perfidy of a ſlave may do it; 
if they do but ſuſpect who you. are, you are 
* loſt. Intereſt does every thing with theſe 
« kind of people, and I cannot anſwer for 
* mine; add who knows even if your Fin- 
©& dalia, may not be the firſt to betray you; 
6s you have prepoſſeſſed me ſo much againſt 
« her, by the deſcription of the badneſs of her 
heart, that I ſhould ſooner ſuſpect her than 
« any one.” I took this as a mark of the 
ſtrongeſt friendſhip, and once more threw aſide 
ſuſpicion of the merchant. As to Findalia, ſhe 
did not give herſelf the trouble to diſſemble; it 
was eaſily ſeen that ſhe loved Reluelar, and her 
conduct ſoon removed my good opinion of him, 
and convinced me that there was a mutual in- 

| | timacy 
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_ fimacy betwixt them, notwithſlanding his pre- 
tended friendfhip, 

The knowledge of this treachery touched me 
to the heart, I reproached myſelf for loving an 
ingrate ſo little worthy of it; but notwithſtand- 

ing theſe reflections, my paſſion over-ruled my 
reaſon, and my greateſt fear was that of offend- 
ing her. I formed a number of ſchemes to re- 
move her new paſſion, and at laſt determined 
to diſcloſe to her the ſentiments I had in her fa- 
vour. Perhaps,” faid I, “ by tenderneſs I 
„ may reclaim her, and remove her new at- 
« tachment, before it has taken deep root. At 
“the worſt, to retreat is a ſure means of — 
&« all engagements, which I hoped ſhe woul 
„agree to.“ | | 

I took the advantage of Ralbelar's abſence, 
and talked to her in the moſt tender and per- 
ſuaſive manner. After liſtening to me with the 
greateſt attention, ſhe aſlured me it gave her 
extreme concern to find that I til] loved her; 
that ſhe imagined the indifference I had ſhew d 
was real, and that ſhe thought it beſt that I ; 
ſhauld leave her to fortune ; for that ſhe had 
paid too dear for my firſt favours ; that ſhe 
would not any more receive an obligation from 
me; © But, ſaid ſhe, I will no longer deceive 
« you; I do not love you, nor ever did, nor | 
«ever ſhall,” | 

This declaration froze my ſenſes ; I remain'd 7 
ſpiritleſs and thunderſtruck, and lucked like a 
criminal catched in the fact. I he poſitive tone 
with which ſhe had pronounced theſe words, # 
diveſted me of the power of anſwering. I ſtood 

a M 4 like 
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like a ſtatue for ſeveral moments, but the in- 
grate did not ſeem to give me the leaſt atten- 
tion; ſhe kept reading a romance with all the 
tranquillity of an indifferent perſon. I gazed 
on her with ſurprize, and thought her moſt 
handſome, as if her beauties increafed with her 
crimes. 

In great diſtreſs of mind, I ſaid, Are you 
« capable thus of treating the man who loves 
you more than life, who would give you his 
fortune, and be the flave of your Will? 
From whence comes this change? Ts it that 
„you love Rolvelar, and prefer him to me? 
It is fo, ingrate! After ſo many proofs of 
the exceſs of my love, after the oaths which 
you have {wore to remain faithful, is it poſ- 


< ſible that you can ſhock me in this cruel. 


manner? But don't flatter yourſelf that I 
* ſhall quietly put up with ſo great an affront ? 
* unfortunate as I am, I Ati] have it in ny 
<« power to make you repent the having uſed 
« me thus. Let your lover tremble ; his liſe 
* ſhall anſwer for this treachery.” Till then 
Findatia had not taken her eyes off her bock, 
neither had ſhe ſeemed to pive any attention to 


the earneftneſs with which I ſpoke to her; but 


no ſooner had I mentioned the name of Ryolve - 
ar, but ſhe ſhut the book, and looking at me 
{tedfaſtly, aſked what right I had to controul 
her inclinations ? '*© Yes, I do love him,” ſaid 
ſhe, with an unuſual pertneſs ** No one ſhall 
„ hinder me. What are the obligations I have 
received from you ? Such as are cancelled by 


the horrid ſufferings you have brought on & 
2 A 


4 
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« As to your menaces, we ſhall endeavour 
* to guard againſt them, but they appear to 
% me a little out of character, and that you 
© ought, inſtead of meditating ſchemes which 
will never take place, to think of your own 
“ ſafety; and imagine, after the crimes that 
© you have committed, that you are every mo- 
«© ment nearer puniſhment”. Judge, my lord, 
of my ſurprize at hearing this, I did not in the 
leaſt doubt but the faithleſs girl was ſupported 
in her inſolence; it appeared unnatural, . that 
after having been a witneſs of my uſual reſolu- 
tion and ſtedfaſtneſs, that ſhe ſhould dare to be- 
have in this manner. I diſſembled with her, 
that I might, if poſſible, penetrate the myſtery, 
and ſaid that ſhe ſhould not give any attention 
to the reproaches which aroſe from diſappoint- 
ed love: but if my preſence gave her any un- 
eaſineſs, I would, to make her happy, leave 
the houſe that hour, though I ſhould then quit 
what was more dear to me than life. Findalia 
muſed an inftant, ſhe then ſaid that abſence 
was the beſt means to reſtore my peace of mind, 
but nevertheleſs, deſired I would ſtay till night, 
as the hazard of being watched would be leſs, 
and if I was arreſted, ſhe ſhould be inconſola- 
ble. 1 penetrated through this diſcourſe, and 
concluded, that her heſitation harboured ſome 
meaning, not much for my good. I determi- 
ned to match fraud with fraud, and put on air 
appearance of complying with her deſire, and 
thus made anſwer, ** my life is in danger, but 
I refign myſelf into your hands, you may 
* now revenge yourſelf on me, or give me a 
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« proof of your generoſity”. After ſaying this, 
I retired*with the deſign of penetrating into the 
deſigns of theſe perfidious wretches ; it was leſs 
difficult, as they did not miſtruſt me before the 
day was paſted. I learned by the means of my 
faithful ſlave whom I had ordered to watch Ro/- 
velar, that he had been-in conference wlth the 
officers of ſtate, and that it was determined I 
mould be delivered up in the middle of the 
night : The infamous Findalia was concerned 
in this deſign, and when the adviſe me to ſtay 
till night, it was with deſign, that I might not 
eſcape the ſnare. 2s 
T alſo diſcovered that Rolvelar had been con- 
cealed in her apartment at the time I ſpoke to 
her, which was the cauſe of her ſpeaking with 
ſo much ſpirit, This determined me if poſſible 
to avoid falling into the hands of my Enemies. 
Salinp:itna, who was extreamly exaſperated 
againſt me, had joined with the relations of 
Pitvitoun, and prevailed on the Queen to bring 
me to tryal, which I choſe to-avoid, and in or- 
der to eſcape the ſnare laid for me, I put on the 
habit of my ſlave, and he took that of one of 
the domeſtics, and in this diſguiſe we eſcaped 
before night came on. $35 
© My firſt care was to prevail on a relation whe 
had very great intereſt at court, to obtain from 
the king a pardon for my ill conduct. After a 
fevere reproach I was received into his houſe, 
and informed; that my affair with Pitvitoun was 
in a fair way of being accommodated, as there 
were not any proofs againſt me; for they had 
not diſcovered. the body which I had buried in 
ä my 
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my garden, the morning the guards came to ſur- 


ria me. | 
l In a little time I was preſented to the king 
who graciouſly granted me pardon, and far from 
reproaching, he clapped me on the ſhoulder, 
and ſaid, that I was fit now to do good ſervice, 
and to walk in the ſteps of my father: * he has 
„ ſown his wild oats,” ſaid he to my relation, 
and now tired of women, and wiſe by expe- 
„ rience, he will for the future, employ him- 
& ſelf in . his duty, and gaining a 
reputation that ſhall obliterate the remem- 
« hrance of hiFfollies.” 

So kind a reception, and ſuch diſcourſe eleva- 
ted my manner of thinking. I "efolved my 
conduct ſhould prove more than equal to the 
king's hopes, and from that day I executed with 
dilligence, the duties of a poſt with which he 
honoured me, and in a little time, - roſe to a 
more elevated ſtation. 


I reliſhed this kind of life, and entirely leſt 


off all connection with women; my paſt follies 
I reflected on and avoided. During this my 
credit was augmented every day, and the de 
ceaſed king was pleaſed to place me at the head 
of the board of commerce. 


Izhis office required daily attendance. I ſtrove 


to fill it impartially, and not ſuffer my judg- 


ment to be miſled by gain of any fort, One 


evening, after having given audience to a num- 
ber of private people, as I was returning to my 
cloſet, a woman meanly dreſſed, humbly offer- 
ed-a- petition, but by one word alarmed me, 
made me ftart, and nes tremble with ſur- 


prize. 
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prize. I tecollected the voice, and looking ear- 
neſtly at her, found it to be Findalia. Had it 
not been ſor the reſerve that I had contracted 
from my rank and employment, I ſhould have 
made the diſorder, into which the fight of her 
threw me, publick ; I reſtrained myſelf, and 
went into the cloſet. My agitation was ſo 
great, that I was obliged to throw myſelf on a 
opha to recall my aſtoniſhed ſenſes; I exa- 
mined her petition, it diſcloſed the latter part of 
her hiſtory ; I learned with an uneaſineſs which 
I cannot expreſs, that ſhe had married Rolvelar, 
he died ſoon after their marriage ; ſhe confeſſed 
that the uneaſineſs ſhe had cauſed him had 
ſortened his days; he had left her very rich, 
but the inclination ſhe had for gaming, had 
ſtripped her of every thing. In that diftreſs, 
_ ſhe humbly petitioned me to ſupply her with 
money ſufficient to ſupport her in Ledrob &, 
Where ſhe would endeavour by her future be- 
haviour, to merit pardon for her paſt crimes. 
Whatever reaſons I had to deteſt this girl, I 
could not help being moved at the recital of her 
misfortunes. I reſolved to ſee her, to prove if 
J was entirely cured of my former weakneſs ; 
the was admitted, I ſaw her with leſs uneaſineſs 
than I had imagined. While ſhe was relating. 
her misfortunes, I viewed, and heard her with 
tranquility of mind, for ſhe had loft the power 
of charming, and was ſo changed from what ſhe 
had been, that ſhe'was ſcarce to be known her 
. eyes 
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eyes that uſed. to ſparkle with vivacity were be- 
come bloated and languid, and her complexion 
turned to a fickly yellow. Findalia“, ſaid k, 
« your deſign of retiring from the world is 
C commendable, I ſhall! comply with your de- 
& fire in the moſt ample manner.“ G 

She was ſtruck with my generoſity, and re- 
turned me the fincereſt — oh I gave her an 
order to receive yearly a ſum ſufficient to re- 
move all her wants. She retired from the 
world, and led an exemplary life. At the 
interceflion of my friends I ſoon afterwards 
married, Fs | | 

This, my lord, is every thing that is remark- 
ble in my hiſtory. I have ever been unfortu- 
nate in my miſtreſſes, and if I had given way to 
my reſentment, I ſhould have ſhewn as little 
favour to women as you have, | 

Tanidan, inſtead of laying hold of this oc- 
caſion to exclaim againſt the ſex, made not an 
anſwer, but ſeemed thoughtful, Croſagol and 
Dearchealb were ſurprized, and by figns made 
their aſtoniſhment known to each other. Du- 
ring the reſt of the walk the king remained ſi- 
lent, and ſeemed to be meditating on ſomething 

important 


V ; 
"The miniſter, who dreaded always that this 


- prince's antipathy to women would carry him to 
ſome terrible exceſs, was extreamly uneaſy at 
the melancholy that appeared in his face; -he 
reproathed himſelf for having related too ſin- 
cerely his adventures, for fear they ſhould have 
added to his hatred againſt this ſex ; every time 


Tanidan looked at him he trembled, from the 


apprehenſion 


— — 
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-apprehenſion that he was going to give ſome 
cruel order: but a calm ſucceeded to this agi- 
tation; the king, when he came to Lodbarli, 
appeared more compoſed, he opened the regiſ- 
ter, and ſaid to Croſegol, © let us ſee whom we 
& ſhall chooſe in order to find this phœnix that 
you give me ſuch hopes of, and that we ſhall 
4 perhaps, ſearch for in vain”. The tone in which 
theſe words were ſpoke, reaſſured the miniſter. 
In a little time, my lord,” replied he, we 
„ ſhall find it, I don't yet deſpair.” Let us run 
& over the liſt,” continued the prince, “ leave 
„ the women, and come to the girls, they 
& ought to be more innocent; let us begin by 
«© the youngeſt, if they are like thoſe we have 
„ examined, I ſhall wonder on what grounds 
% you form your hopes of meeting with this 
„ prodigy. 85 | 
« This girl”, ſaid the king, without ſtay- 
ing for an anſwer, that I have happened on at 
« firſt,. is of an age in which innocence ought 
te to predominate; ſhe js fixteen, and ſhe is 
«born of a family that ought to have educated 


“ her well, ſhe is the daughter of prince Com- 


« veil, whom we all know, therefore, this 
& choice promiſes ſomething.” Dearchealb was 
ordered to fetch Cinanſa, which was the name 
of the young perſon made choice of, for exami- 
nation: after her arrival, and the uſual ceremo- 
ny, - ſhe began her adventures trembling, and 
with an embarraſſed air. 
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1 F the ſeverity and the expence that was be- 
ſtowed upon my education had been ſecu- 
rities for wiſdom, and preſervatives againſt the 
poiſon of love, I ſhould have been diſpenſed 
from entering into a detail that muſt give me in- 
finite pain. Alaſs! I have diſcovered by a fa- 
tal experience, that our paſſions overrule all pre- 
cepts given us, and even ouf on reaſon. I 
wiſh L was not in a ſituation to prove the truth 
of this aſſertion. | | 
As ſoon as I could ſpeak, the princeſs of Com- 
ve/t my mother, placed me in a temple of veſ- 
tals, where the firſt thing I learn'd, was, that 
men were devouring monſters, and that they 
muſt be avoided as the fierceſt and moſt danger- 
ous part of the creation; this point was particu- 
larly taught me. My mother had had an ex- 
traordinary dream while ſhe was with child of 
me, and on that account, brought me up in. 
theſe prejudices, that I might not be expoſed to 
the perils her dream had foretold. She had 
dreamed that a gigantick man ſnatched me from 
her, had taken out my heart, and devoured it 
before her. This dream was always preſent to 
her imagination ; therefore to ſecure me againſt 
the reality, ſhe cauſed me to be ſhut up in. the 
temple for the reſt of my life.. 2 © 
I had no ſooner attained the age of- fifteen, 
than a gloomy melancholy ſeized me, and r 3 
| | ; bly 
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ſibly waſted away, I was taken too much care 
of for my ſituation to be concealed from the 
princeſs ; ſhe came to me as quick as lightening, - 
tears ſtarted in her eyes on ſight of me; © oh 
„ my daughter,” ſaid ſhe, ©* what has hap- 
„ pened to you, in what a ſtate do I find you, 
„ from whence comes this ſorrowful appear- 
& ance, and this melancholly. Do they treat 
you ill; ſpeak, and I will remove any cauſe 
&« of complaint, for know that you are dearer 
© to me than life.” Alaſs, replied I, ſighing, 
I am ignorant of the cauſe of this melancholly, 
but I burn inwardly as with fire, and if it con- 
tinues I ſhall not live long. Ah heavens ! 
cried the princeſs, ©* what do I hear, will you 
then Cinanſa kill me; ſpeak openly to me, I 
© promiſe you on the word of a moſt tender 
© mother, there is not any thing ſhall be left 
© undone to caſe your griefs.” I perſiſted a 
long time in a refuſal to declare any thing ; but 
ſhe behaved with ſo much ſweetneſs, ſaying, 
that I ſhould not repent putting confidence in 
her, and that ſhe ſhould receive it as a proof of 
my affection, that I thought it my duty to make 
a ſuitable return to her goodneſs, < Ah! my 
„ tender mother, cried I, how ſhall I enter in- 
{© to ſo cruel a detail. Throw off all apprehen- 
6 fion,” replied ſhe, © I once more aſſure you, 
© not only of my pardon, but alſo to aſſiſt you 
© to the utmoſt of my power.” After this far- 
ther aſſurance, I thus n, 1 
One day, being more uneaſy than uſual, I 
c went to walk in the gallery, on the top of the 


<« temple, I amuſed mylelf with looking = 
m7 4 | * 2 
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the objects around me, but was ſurprized to 
« ſee, on a neighbouring edifice that was buil- 
« ding, ſome women at work, but drefled in a 
manner new to me, I took great pleaſure in 
looking at them, and ſurveying their art and 
„ ſtrength; this amuſement pleaſed me fo 
* much, that fer above a month I always paſ- 
* fed ſome part of the day on the temple, to ſee 
© theſe ſtrong women at work: their employ- 
ment entertained me, and made me reflect a 
great deal, but ſaid I to myſelf, why are they 
dreſſed different from us, and why do they 
look ſo coarſe ; there is not any one in the 
temple reſembles theſe women, are they of a 
different kind? This thought embarraſſed me 
greatly, and made me very uneaſy ; I reſolv- 
ed to have my curioſity ſatisſied, and fos that 
ran down and aſked my governels. 
She coloured with ſurprize, and ſeemed not 
to underſtand me, but aflured me firmly, 


Lay 
* 


in the world, that they were all ſuch as ſhe 
and I. She humbled me greatly in ſaying 


ſo, ſhe ſhould be obliged to ſhut me up. Her 
obſtinacy and her threats piqued me, I was 
ſure of being in the right, but not to give her 
room to think I dream'd it, led her to the top 
of the temple, and ſhewed her the building, 
where they were ſtill at work. Ah, my dear 
child, fly from this place, how durſt you look 
on them, cried ſhe, do you know the riſque 
you have, and ſtill run; theſe you take for 
women are thole monſters, thoſe men that 1 
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that there were zat any other fort of women 


that I was turned fool, and that if I continued 
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60 
(e 


have told you of ſo often, and that I have 
deſired you to keep from the ſight of, I de- 


*© {ire you will never come here again, do you 
* :know, that theſe men will devour you ſooner 


cc 


or later; it is ſurprizing that they have not 


done it already; it muſt be ſurely becauſe 


& 
6 
6c 


they have not ſeen you. In ſaying theſe 


words, my governeſs took me by the hand, 


*© and I was obliged to follow her. At firſt her 


&« diſcourſe frightened me, but my reaſon ſoon 


cc 


got the better of my fears. I cannot conceive 


© how all this can be, thought I, theſe mon- 


cs 


ſters are not ſo odious as my governeſs pre- 


tends, for if they are monſters, we are fo 
like them, that we muſt be ſo too: if they 


had been ſo fierce as ſhe would perſuade me, 
they would have devoured' me before, for I 


was ſufficiently expoſed to them: but how- 
ever, it muſt by ſo as my governeſs has ſaid 
it, and beſides, ſhe ran away herſelf. Some 
days paſs'd, without my having any inclina- 


tion to expoſe myſelf to the monſters, for 
&* they told me that even their looks could de- 


v6 


«c 
** 


ſtroy; and ſtill I could not help reflecting on 
this ſtrange thing, and thus reaſoned; I ne- 
ver did them any injury, why ſhould they 
do any to me: there is but one thing can oc- 


caſion this antipathy, that is jealouſy; we 


have, without doubt, ſome perfections that 
they envy us. Another idea aroſe in my 
mind ; they reſemble us very much, thought 


I, it is only their dreſs that alters them, if 


they were habited like us, there would be no 
difference. I ſhould like to lend one of them 
; « my 


6c 


Woman HArER. 259 


my cloaths, but if they are ſuch monſters as 
my governeſs ſays, they would certainly de- 
vour me. I meditated without ceaſing upon 


this ſubiect, but one thought ſtruck into my 
mind, that embarraſſed me more than all the 


reſt, if theſe men are ſo horrid, why are they 
ſuffered to run tame about the world, and 
how can it happen that they have not de- 
ſtroyed us; and yet ſo far from it, they are 
employed in building houſes, ſo that certainly 
if they were ſo dreadful as repreſented, they 
would be excluded from ſociety. My gover- 
neſs ſurely jeſts with me, or ſhe has ſome pri- 
vate reaſons for deceiving me. I was ſo glad 
to have hit on this thought, that I went and 
told her the reflections I had made, and with 
tears begged of her not to treat me with ſo 
much reſerve, and fo little friendſhip. 

« She let me run on paſſionately, and then, 
liſting up her eyes towards heaven, ſaid ſome 
words that I did not underſtand ; afterwards, 
looking on my face, ſhe charged me to ba» 
niſh all ſuch reflections from my mind, they 
will deſtroy you, ſaid ſhe in an abſolute tone, 
don't you perceive that the approach of theſe 
monſters has made you uneaſy, and put a 
thouſand whims into your head ? their ſight 
or their breath has reached and poiſon'd you 
with the vapour ; theſe agitations, and theſe 
ſtrange ideas that you are continually ſpeak- 
ing of are occaſioned by it ; you muſt remedy 


it by employing your mind on ſomething elſe : 


it is true what I have told you, that men are 
monſters, Cinanſa, or elſe, why do we ſhut 
| « ourſelves 
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4 gurſelves up in temples, and never ſtir out, 


but to preſerve ourſelves from being de vour- 
« ed? 1 
of the cauſe, but now I have told it you. 

* This argument ſeemed to have ſome foun- 


* dation, and it made an impreffion on me; 


I did all that lay in my power, to drive from 
„ my mind thoſe thoughts which had given me 


*© ſo much uneaſineſs; but inſtead of finding 
* myſelf eaſier, I grew every day more full of 


“ perplexing doubts. 


«© One day wandering without thought to the 


* top of the temple, I looked towards the edi- 
& fice; it was entirely built, and ſeemed to be 
inhabited. TI recalled to mind all that my go- 
“ verneſs had ſaid, and was preparing to go 
* away, when my cy 
my prudence, One of the windows was 
* open, and ſome bulineſs ſeemed to be going 
© forwards in the chamber, which I wiſhed to 
<< ſee, and concealing myſelf as much as poſſi- 


* ble, I perceived two perſons came to the 


„ window, one of which was a man; ah! 


4c without doubt, thought I, he is going to de- 


« vour the woman that is near him. Itrem- 
<< bled both for her and myſelf, and began to 
„ go away, not being able to ſupport the 
© thought of ſeeing her tore to pieces: but be- 
« fore I had gone many ſteps, on turning my 
& head I perceived this dreadfu} man on his 


e knees before the woman: he appeared hum- 


„ ble, and, as if making ſupplications and ſub- 
& miſſions to her: this aſtoniſhed me; I ſtop- 


„ ped. Theſe monſters are not ſo terrible as 


ce my 


„ my child, you was ignorant 


got the better of 


| 
{ 
T 
| 
{ 
« 
« 
c 
c 
c 
c 
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* my governeſs thinks they are, thought I, for 
< inſtead of tearing people to pieces, they ſeem 
© to be aſking favours; but will fee how this 
will end. The woman ſeemed diſcontented at 
„ what the man ſaid to her, ſhe would not even 
„ look at him, and puſhed away with her hand 
e a letter which he offered her, and then ap- 
« peared to ſpeak to him with paſſion ; the man 
« till continued on his knees, he put his hand 
« upon his heart, and appeared greatly con- 
© cerned: this ſcene laſted for ſome time; at 
« Jaft it changed; the weman received the let- 
« ter, open'd it, drew one from her pocket, 
« compared them together, and after having 


« examined them for a moment, preſented her 


e hand to the man with the moſt tender air; he 
« kifſed it with all the marks of the moſt lively 
« joy; he got up and ſpoke with a great deal 
« of vivacity ; the woman, inſtead of looking 
« angry, as ſhe did at firſt, liſten'd to him with 
te pleaſure, and did not take away her hand 
ee that ſhe had given him. All this ended by 
te their retiring from the window, which was 
« ſoon after ſhut, I could not comprehend 
« what all this ſignified, but I began, never- 
« theleſs, to be certain that my governeſs had 
e impoſed on me; my mind was full of this 
* idea, when turning my eyes once more to the 
te houſe, I ſaw a window open that was above 
«© the other, and a young man appeared at it 
* better dreſſed, and much handſomer than any 
L had ſeen yet; far from dreading to be ſeen 
* by him, I waited very quietly til! he ſhould 
* turn his eyes towards me, which he at * 

ö dia, 


261 


* 


1 
—— — 


— — 


— —ꝙ8ß80 
— Ac — — — > of = 
— 6. S 
— * 2 1 * * 


huts 
7 


7 
FR» 
- xx \ 
"IT —wr n 


— 


- TT 


3 
4 4 

S * o 

} * IS -- 


o 

nt 

| 
dl 


262 FEMALE BANISHMNT, or 


did, and looked at me for ſome time with 
«© great attention; I was going to retire, when 
*© he join'd his hands and ſeemed to entreat me 
to ſtay, I was ſtruck with aſtoniſhment at 
this action, and was incapable of denying 
& him; I endeavoured to go, but in vain. I 
© cannot deſcribe what at this moment paſſed 
in my mind. I was greatly agitated every 
© time that I attempted to go; the youth ap- 
« peared ſo moved and ſo much troubled, that 
* could not prevail with mylelf to give him 
<* ſo much pain, as the thoughts of my going 
„ ſeemed to do. If all men, thought I to my- 
“ ſelf, are like this, they are not ſuch monſters 
« as my governeſs pretends : and I cannot con- 
„ ceive what could induce her to tell me ſuch 
ce falſities; for what can be more harmleſs and 
<« affable than this man appears to be. I ſhall 
© tell her what I have ſeen, and come to an 
explanation with her; they are not ſo bad as 
« ſhe would perſuade me. I took ſo much 
6% pleaſure in looking at this youth, and in an- 
& ſwering, as well as I could, the ſigns he 


| 
| ® 
i | * made me, that the ſun was ſet, and I heard 


te the voice of my governeſs before I thought of 
«leaving him. "71 | 

I turned my head twenty times to look at 

„ him; he appeared ſorry at my going. I was 

© moved, and if I durſt, would have ſtaid lon- 

& ger, but I dreaded my governeſs's ſearch of 

« me, and made all the haſte I could to my 

| c apartment, but reſolved not to ſpeak a word 

F of what had paſſed. She will only chide me, 


1 ; « thought I, and not ſuffer me to go on the 


.« temple 


* 
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©« temple again; and the young man will, 
* without doubt, be at his window to morrow, 
and will expect to ſee me, and I muſt go, 1 
e paſſed the night in thinking on this youth, 
„ and waited with impatience for the next day, 
that I might ſee him again, and ftrive to find 
„cout what he meant by the ſigns he had made. 
As ſoon as I had performed my taſk the next 
& day, I ſtole to the top of the temple. The 
youth was at his window, and on my appear- 


E ance he kiſſed his hand with rapture, I was 


« pleaſed, and went as near to him as the rail 
e would permit me, and looked at him very 

earneſtly, I ſhould impoſe on your patience 
« if J was to deſcribe the ſigns he uſed, to 
e make me underſtand ſomething that I could 
« not conceive ; I did not let one eſcape me, 
« though I did not well underſtand them. It 


＋ 


appeared to me as if they denoted friendſhip, 


e but I had not experience enough to explain 
te them. I contented myſelf with ſeeing and 
« anſwering his ſigns as well as I could ; ſome- 
e times the youth would jump for joy, kiſs the 
ends of his fingers, and hold them out to me 
« he would ſtrike his breaſt, kneel, and croſs * 
« his arms, and move his lips as if he ſpoke to 
« me: I faw all this with the greateſt pleaſure, 
„More than a month p in this way, 1 


went every day to the ſame place, and the 


«© youth came always to his window. I had en- 
« tirely got rid of my prejudices, and I imagi- 


ned that my governeſs had ſome ſecret reaſons 


« for endeavouring to inculcate them ; but my 
mind was too much engroſſed by the young 
« man, 
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„ man, to think much about her. I contented 
e myſelf with believing juſt what I pleaſed, and 
&© ſtealing to the top of the temple as often as 
*« poſlible. * ty 

One day that I had got to my ſtation ear- 
lier than uſual, I ſaw the window open, but 
the lovely youth appeared not: this ſurprized, 
and made me very uneaſy. What can have 
happened to him, ſaid I, that he is not here ? 
el was fo prepoſſeſſed in favour of the unknown, 
that I did not once think of accuſing him of 
© negligence. This prepoſſeſſion was, my dear 
% mother, as you ſee, much ſtronger than the 
«< prejudices that they ſtrove to infuſe into my 
© mind againſt men. Nature had overcome 
<< theſe prejudiges; the was much more pow- 
« erful than art, as I have but too cruelly ex- 
c -perienced. I began to be extreamly impa- 
tient; the accuſtomary hour was paſſed, and 
I full of deſpair, but he unexpeRedly ap- 
„ peared, and by ſigns ſeemed to entreat par- 
don for having made me wait. Alas he was 
© ſoon pardoned, his light had baniſhed my 
0 ſs, and he had not ever appeared ſo 
« apreeable to me. I looked at him with the 
<< preateſt pleaſure. Ah, thought I, if all the 
< monſters were like this, and all the women 
4 no more afraid of them than I am, I fancy, 
«© my governeſs would not find many people to 
ce think as ſhe does, all I want is to be nearer : 
<« to him. Twas refleQing thus, when the un- 
«© known ſhewed me a paper faſtened to an ar- 
« row, and made a ſign, that he was going to 
« ſend it me, I was rejoiced without well 

1 knowing 
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knowing the cauſe : he took a bow and bent 
« it, and the arrow fell at my feet. I took the 
„ paper ſrom it and Red it him, his hand 
& was on his heart, and he expreſſed ſomethir 
„with the greateſt vivacity that I could not in- 
derſtand ; I opened the paper, and found 
c theſe wards, which gave a pleaſure, that 1 
* was more capable of feeling than expre ſſing. 


The LETTER. 


S it permitted to a man, whom the firſt 
. £c 


ſight_of you has conquered, and made 
« your ſlave for the reſt of his life, to endea- 
* your, ah charming maid ! to let you know it, 
„ and ſwear to you an eternal fidelity? what 
c have I not undertaken*to approach you? but 
C alaſs! invain! your temple is difficult of 
ce acceſs; but if I durſt aſpire to the hopes of 
& one day pleaſing you, I would make ſome 
great attempt to remove all obſtacles. ; 

% Deign oh moſt amiable maid ! to let me 
„ know your thoughts on this ſubject. If you 
<« pleaſe to write, I do not deſpair of diſcover- 
ing ſome method of conveyance to me. 

If the moſt tender love merits any favour, 
« pray give me ſcme hopes; the leaſt ſign will 
„let me know what I muſt expect. I hope 
« with ſo many charms it is not poſſible that 
« you ſhould be cruel. Of this you may be aſ· 
© ſured, I ſhall die if you deprive me of the 


* hopes of pleaſing you, which is the ſummit | 
6 Although 


2 _— wy 4 — 
: - — 6: 
— n —_ = 2.4 

— 2 3 . : CR, - 


e— — 


SS © 
- 


3 
= 


— — 


* 


En rs 
I - 


* 
— 


— — 

— — — C 
* 

— — — . 


"nn 
14 
4 _ 
o La 
7 N * 
1 
[ 
7: ny 
+ NA 
4 = 
„ 1 by: 
: l 
+. 
SKY 
1168 
1 N 
s 
ee 
þ 4) 
$4 1 
U * * 
4 15 Fw 
. RY 
* * 
"4 * 
yu 
T5 } 
>» 
x 
10 
1 * - 
Th 
* 
* 
be, | «DD 
1 4 
, 1 
. 1 
| Ft 
* ( 
7 Mo 
* 
. * 
o 
n 
1 " 
N „ 4 
. d 
ä o * 
%*7 * 
* 
1 = * 4 
3s ö „ * 
: "6 
4 ' 
ey 
* 4.6 
+ * 
** i 
1 q * 2 
N 
i 
* 
1 1 
8 1 
A \ 
4 
WU 
411% 
34 * , 
1 4H 
Ch 1 
I f \ 
1 = 
: % 
n 4 
1 pu ( 
*, " ad 
Tr 
1 * 
. 1 
N wy 
N | 
_ * 
„ 
N 1 
"Wy l 
43 
= 
s. 
* a6 | 
. * 
} * 1 
** 6 
= : 
= 4 . 
N 
. . 
W. 
na wy + 
| . 
4 
\- "RY 
4.4 
ho 
Bae 
„ i 
<2. 
$4 
** 
8 
® 
** 
LY 4 
44 
* 
if * 
% 
14 
& 
4 5 a * 
0 44 l 
i " 
* 
9 
7 + 
In 
N 
. . 
4 


% of my wiſhes,” 


266 FEMALE BANISHMENT, or 


64 
cc 
cc 
cc 
Co 
cc 
40 
«Cc 
cc 
60 


"266 


<< 
CC 


C6 
40 
cc 
c 
cc 
ce 
ce 
_ 
<c 
<c 
cc 
T 
cc 
c 
0 


cc 


cc 
cc 
«c 
cc 


* 


& Although I did not well underſtand the 
words love and fidelity, yet I could not help 
thinking that they meant ſomething very plea- 
ſing, A ſecret ſentiment ſupplied my want of 
knowledge, and I could not help being de- 
lighted with this billet: there was only one 
thing gave me pain. Leſt he ſhould die, if I 
did not give him the hopes that he ſhould pleaſe 
me. I ſhould be very ſorry, thought I, that 
this youth ſhould ſuffer ; but I will grant his 
requeſt, for I would not have him die. I take 
too much pleaſure in ſeeing him to loſe him 
thus. I read the letter ſeveral times, and 
each time found ſomething new and intereſt. 


ing in it: at every paſſage that pleaſed me I 


looked at the youth, and he appeared every 
moment more amiable. This ariſes from 
friendſhip, ſaid T to myſelf; I need not be at 
the pains to endeavour to penetrate farther. 
It is as I love my governeſs. But whence 
comes it that I dread and avoid her, and that 
I am charmed when I ſee this youth? It is 


becauſe I love him better, for inſtead of 


frowns he always treats me with hu - 


mour; and ſmiling, he ſtrives to pleaſe me, 


and not any body can do it better. My go- 
verneſs, on the contrary, always commands; 
and ſhe is ſo formal and ſerious, and always 
chiding me about my taſks, that it is not ſur- 
priſing that I do not love her ſo much as him. 
Whilſt T was reflecting thus, the youth re- 
garded me with the moſt fixed attention; he 
had his hands joined, and ſeemed. to petition 
for ſomething. Alas, if I had known how 
to have conveyed my thoughts to him, he 

; « would 


< 
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* would not have languiſhed long. For want 
„ of this, I looked at him in the moſt tender 
„ manner, and copied his actions. If they are 
<« deſigned, as without doubt they are, ſaid I, 

to Fenify ſomething pleaſing, mine will do 
„% no leſs to him; they are the ſame, they 
„ ought to have the ſame effect. I was not de- 
ceived, the youth appeared tranſported with 
« delight. ; 

I bethought myſelf of putting my hand 
« upon my heart, as this was a favourite action 
c with the youth. Scarce had I done it when 
he jumped for joy. I thought I ought to imi- 


t tate him, and jumped too, What does this 


tc tranſport mean, ſaid a voice that froze my 
«ſenſes, and I knew to be my governeſs's ; 
«-are you become a fool, is it thus that you 
« obey my commands? I made no anſwer, 


& but ſtrove to conceal the dear 2 letter. 


« Where had you this paper, ſaid ſhe, ſnatch- 


« ing it from me, and looking at it, I ſufferd- 
« her; ſhe read it, and at every word, looked. 


cat me with greateſt rage. How ! cried ſhe,- 


« after having finiſhed it, you have a lover. 


« and have began a correſpondence with him, 


« notwithſtanding all the horror with which ! 
© have endeavoured to inſpire you for theſe yil- /. 


« Jainous men. I find you not only ſcek after 
«© them, but alſo receive their letters. Oh 
« heavens ! could J have believed it, after the 
«care I have taken of your education? What 
ill the princeſs your mother, or what will 
the high prieſteſs and the veſtals ſay, I ſhall 
„not mention the reſt of her harangue; it 


N 2 c“ was 


Se 
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* was of an inſupportable length. I was drove 
„back to my apartment, and found that the 
& door which opened to the top of the temple, 
<< was from that time ſhut up. 

This, my dear mamma, was the firſt cauſe 
4 of the unhappy ſituation in which you ſee 
* me, the ſecond has been more terrible to 
« me, and will, without doubt, bring me to 
« my grave. Ah! heavens forbid,” replied 
the princeſs, but finiſh your hiſtory, which 
% may aſſiſt my determinations. 

I became deſperate at the obſtacle my gover- 
« neſs had put to the ſatisfying my defires ; and 
«© was not capable of liſtening to the reaſons ſhe 
4 uſed to diſſuade me from the purſuit of them. 
% Inſtead of being tractable, I became obſti- 
'< nate; I had detected the deceit ſhe had impo- 
„ ſed on me, and that was ſufficient to make 
me diſregard her. Soon after, ſhe attempted 
« to practice upon me that air of authority, 
< which I before ſo much dreaded, but at this 
cc time did not in the leaſt regard. On per- 
<« ceiving that I was obſtinate and politive, not- 
-«c« withſtanding I ſeemed to pine, and as it were 
< -conſume away, ſhe claſped me in her ams, 
c and ſaid, that ſhe loved me more than life, 
„ You flatter me àt preſent, ſaid I, becauſe 
<<. you ſee the effect of your rigorous treatment 
«© what have I done, that you ſhould make me 
« die thus by inches? My dear girl, ſaid ſhe, 


1 what you call rigour, is a wiſe foreſight, to 


©« ſave you from thoſe devouring monſters. 
&« This, inſtead of calming, irritated me; I 
« could not bear that ſhe ſhould ſpeak thus of 

Kr men. 
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men. They are not monſters, ſaid I with 
tears, this 1s a mere calumny; | there is not 
any thing in the world fo amiable, and I ne- 
ver had ſo much pleaſure in my life, as in 
looking at him, of whoſe ſight you have de- 
prived me: why will you always treat me as 
a child, continued I ? There are a thouſand 
things concealed from me, which I ought to 
know; but be affured, that for all your ex- 
claiming againſt him, I muſt either fee my 
dear youth again, or I ſhall die with grief. 
* | grew weaker every day, and became 
ſo ill, that my governeſs thought, in order 
to preſerve my lite, ſhe muſt comply with my 
deſires. Well, ſaid ſhe to me one day, you 
may go to the top of the temple, as you uſed 
to do, provided you will promiſe me one 
thing. Ay, every thing, cried I in the 
reateſt tranſport. It is to make me the con- 
dante of all your thoughts, continued ſhe, 
Of all my thoughts, returned [, ſurprized at 


ſuch a propoſition, how can I do that, when 
ſometimes, - I ſcarce know them myſelf ? 
That is not of any conſequence, anſwered 


my governeſs, I ſhall aſſiſt you in the diſco- 
very of them by the queſtions I ſhall aſk you. 
I have very good reaſons for exacting this 
piece of complaiſance of you : with this pre- 
caution I ſhall give you full liberty, and ſhall 
not be atraid of your making an improper ufg 
of it, | ö 8 
4 I promiſed all ſhe deſired, and after my 
word was given, ſhe gave me the key of the 


door; I flew to the top of the temple. I am 
4 | N 3 going 
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going to ſee my unknown, ſaid I, alas, if 
he has ſuffered as much from abſence as I 
have, he muſt be greatly altered. The win- 
dows of his apartment were open, and I had 
expectations of immediately ſeeing him; but 
the day paſſed without his appearing. I re- 
tired very ſorrowful, but hoped better ſucceſs 
might attend the next day. | 

Fa vain I had flattered myſelf, for three 
days more were by me ſpent in a dejected and 
forlorn ſtate. The youth not only was gone, 
but ſeemed quite to have left the Muſe; I 
judged ſo from the new faces that appeared 
at the windows. _— 
* I lamented my hard fate, and ſpent wnole 
nights in tears. My governeſs did all ſhe 
could to conſole me, and thought of a num- 
ber of amuſements to diſſipate my chagrin 
but it was in vain; I waſted viſibly, I dic not 
think of any thing but the youth, his image 


entirely filled my heart, and he alone was 


capable of bringing relief. 

„One day when | had gone to the top of the 
temple, more from habit than from any 
hopes of ſeeing the unknown, I heard myſelf 
call'd by a voice with which I was unac- 
quainted ; I turned my head ſuddenly, Till 
this time I had not converſed with any one 
but my governeſs, and was aſtoni that 


ſhe ſhould permit any one then to accoſt me. 


Such a thing once happened ; a young veſtal 
met me at the door of my apartment, and 
began to talk to me, but my governeſs forbad 
it with great anger. I was at that time fo 


« young, 
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young, that I did not give much attention to 
it, but now I recollected it, and inftead of 
making any anſwer to the perſon who ſpoke, 
I was going away. Stay Cinanſa, ſaid the, 
following me, if it is true that the firſt efforts 
I have made to pleaſe you, were not received 
with diſdain, give me a proof of it by deign- 
ing to hear me. I ſtopp'd, theſe words 
touched me, but far from underſtanding the 
cauſe of her diſcourſe, I imagined this was 
thegame perſon to whom my governeſs had 
forbad me to ſpeak. You know, faid I, the 
orders of my governeſs, I dread leſs to diſo- 
bey them, than to- expoſe you to her reſent- 
ment; if I might anſwer your obliging —— 
If you might ! replied the veſtal, yes, with- 
out doubt you might, after my expoſing my 


life to the greateſt danger, to enjoy the hap- 


pineſs of converſing with you; can you ſup- 
poſe I have any other dread, than that of be+ 
ing deprived of it ? | | 
& This diſcourſe ſurprized me; I anſwered, 
the more you make me ſenſible of the riſque 
you run, the greater reaſon I have to avoid 
your company, for I ſhould not forgive my- 
felf, if I brought death on a perſon, whoſe 
crime is ſo flattering to me. 


e Stop, ſaid the veſtal, and un lerſtand me, 


catching hold of my hand, behold in me C:- 
nanſa, the young man, on whom you have 
ſometimes condeſcended to caſt your eyes, 
and who muſt have dicd, if- he had not 
found the means of ſeeing you apain, and 
aſſuring you that life is a burthen to him 
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*© without you. The enterprize has been diffi- 
cult, but the hopes to ſee you has enabled 
© me to ſurmount the obſtacles: and now I 
** humbly beg you will not deſtroy my hopes, 
* but permit me the pleaſure of your company, 
the enly-good I wiſh; and to purchaſe 
* which, I ſhould think a thouſand lives too 
cheap. 5. . 

My aſtoniſhment was ſo great, and my 
joy ſo exceſſive, that I was incapable of 
making any anſwer, and was almoſt depri- 
ved cf my ſenſes, What! cried I, after 
coming a little to myſelf, is it poſſible that I 
*© ſee you, and fo near me too? Ves ſweet 
Cinasſa, replied the youth with tranſport, 
and you ſee me the moſt happy of all men, 
* as I find my preſence is not diſagreeable to 
„you. Quite the contrary, returned I with 
© fincerity; the ſtate in which you ſee me, is 
% a convincir g p cf; ever ſince the moment 
«© my governeis ſurprized me here, I have been 
„ overcome with the blackeſt melancholy, and 
<< walted away daily; but now the — is re- 
„ moved, I do not doubt I ſhall recover, with 
e my ſpirits, a ſtate of health, which it is im- 
<< poſſible for me to preſerve without ſeeing you. 
« Ah heaven! cried he, taking my hand, 
„ which he kiſſed, I am beloved, I cannot 
« doubt it, I ſhall die with the extream of plea- 
„ ſure. How! cried I, ſurprized; juſt now 
«« you ſaid, you ſhould die if I did not love you, 
e and at preſent, you ſay, you ſhall die becauſe 
% do love you: theſe friendſhips muſt be 
very cruel, as they terminate always by 


death. 


Be 
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© death. I cannot comprehend this, but if it 
is ſo, don't let us love any longer. I would 
* not have you loſe your life, and mine is be- 
„come dearer to me, ſince I have had the 
“ pleaſure of finding you again; for now en- 
joy a happineſs, which I have long ſighed for. 
© He made me the moſt tender anſwers to this, 
„ which heard with infinite delight. Whence 
comes it, ſaid I to him, that all that you ſay 
to me charms me; and every thing that my 
«© governeſs ſays fatigues and makes me dull? 
« 'The reaſon is plain, ſaid he, it is becauſe I 
love you: ſhe has only a friendſhip for you, 
© but love is a complailant, ſincere, and refi- 
“ ned friendſhip. 

I cannot comprehend, replied I, the diſ- 
s tinCtion that you make between them; are 
e they not both to love? Yes Cinanſa, replied 
„the youth, but love is an exalted degree of 
“ friendſhip, knowing no bounds; always 
« wiſhing, and can be repaid only by a return 
„ of love. Friendſhip is tranquil; if once 
C eſtabliſhed it is ſatisfied, and nouriſhed with 
« the flighteſt attentions. I declared to him, 
« that I could not yet conceive the difference. 
„Ohl ſaid he, ſmiling, you will diſcover the 
difference ſooner than you imagine: it is but 
© to feel love, to be informed of all his myſte- 
&« ries : he is a liberal god, who takes pleaſure in 
e beſtowing his favours. Ah! how do the 
% know when they are in love? replied . 
When one is uneaſy, ſaid he, and ſighs for 
„ the abſence of thoſe we love; and when we 
* defire never to leave them. If that is the 
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«+: way, ſaid I, then I feel the moſt tender love. 
% have proved every thing that you ſay, and 
am ſenſible of it yet. You are adorable, 
& returned the youth, and they muſt be diveſted 
& of all ſentiment that would not think ſo, and 


„ nct love you eternally. The converſation 


& finiſhed here; the day began to cloſe, and 
« the unknown made me perceive it. I felt 
the greateſt pain at being forced to leave him. 
I had been fo tranſported at ſeeing him again, 
ce that I had entirely forgot to aſk him, by 
« what miracle he got admittance to me, it 
< was not till after I had left him, that I 
thought of it, and could not help being un- 
* eaſy about it. | 
The next time I ſaw him, he gratified m 

<« curioſity with theſe words. The day aſter | 
<< wrote to you, charming Cinanſa, I was 
s greatly ſurprized not to ſee you on the tem- 


„ple; I fancied that my letter had made you 


= angry, and that thought made me deſperate : 


<« reſolved, if you did not appear again, to 
<< uſe the utmoſt efforts to get into the temple, 


<< in order to obtain my pardon. The under- 
taking was difficult, and I knew, that in caſe 
«© ] was diſcovered, it would coſt me my life. 

„Me had a preſident of ſuch an affair laſt 
year; a man of my age loſt his head for ſuch 


. an attempt: and notwithſtanding he was re- 


< lated. to the firſt people at court, the queen 
« could not ſave him. A dei 
This reflection with-held me for eight days; 


ce the hopes of your returning contributed to 
« reſtrain me: but at laſt, deſpair of ſeeing 


„ you 
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© you again ſeized me, and love — me on 
to riſque my life to gain the pleaſure I now 
6 


F enjoy. 15125 

&« My father died phyſician to the veſtals. I 
might have ſucceeded him in this honourable 
* employ, which I repented, on firſt ſight of 
“ you, as it would have entitled me to free ac- 
6 ceſs.to the temple, I formed, and rejected 
< ſeveral projects to gain my end, and at Jaſt, 
applied to the man who had bought my fa- 
<« ther's employ. I was intimately acquainted 
& with him, and had it in my power to do him 
„ a mutual favour, as he had often deſired of 
© me to reſign the houſe uſually inhabited by 
ce the phyſician to the temple. | | 

© This I propoſed doing, on condition, by 
&« his intereſt, he would cauſe to be introduced 
&« as a veſtal, a young lady, the daughter, as I 
„ told him, of my deceaſed uncle. 

„This he readily agreed to, and in a few 
& days he delivered to me the neceſſary form of 
introduction, which he had got ſigned by a 
«© majority of the governors of the temple. I 
e had before given him the fictious name, and 
& in the habit of a woman, I carried the inſtru- 
« ments by which I was admitted, and have 
e hitherto eſcaped ſuſpicion's piercing eye. 

„The youth's detail ſurprized me, and I 
© could not avoid exprefling my dread, at the 
“ dangers which muſt follow, if the impoſition 
« was detected. | 

„ Clorinif, (that was the youth's name) 
laughed at my fears, and made a quick tran- 
“ ſition from the paſt difficulties to love; he 

| N 6 „ ſpoke 
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<< ſpoke like a man well acquainted with the 
© paſſion, and ſoon fixed the daily hour in 
* which we might meet, and taſte the plea- 
© ſures which ſeemed ſweeter from the diffi- 
* culty of obtaining them. dt 7 
« I found myſelf quite a different perſon ; 
© there wants not any thing but docility, faid 
he, to arrive at perfection in the art of love: 
«© you have all the neceſſary talents ; but, Ci- 
% nanſa, remember, that the moſt eſſential 
„point, is fidelity to the object beloved. 
4 Without conſtancy, which is one of the no- 
6 bleſt and greateſt benefits to ſociety, love 
« degenerates into the loweſt vices, and be- 
© comes deſpicable, I heard with the moſt 
. << eager curioſity, all that he ſaid to me on this 
© head. After the theory, he taught me the 
practice. Oh! my deareſt mother, what an 
„ amiable ſcience | 
« We taſted joys uninterrupted ; not any 
thing had diſturbed our happineſs. Clorinif 
came every day into my apartment, at the . 
„hours in which my governeſs was employed; . 
and fortune had hitherto favoured : but this | 
4 was too great a pleaſure to be laſting. 
« One day, whilſt I waited for my lover, my 
„ governeſs came in, and bid me with a ſmile, 
ce fellow her. Doubts and fears ſeized me; I 
ſtruggled with a ſort of foreboding uneaſineſs, 
„ and aſked where ſhe was going to conduct 
«© me. Into the hall, ſaid ſhe; the new phyſi- 
5 cian is making his general viſit to day, and 
* no one can be excuſed paying their compli- 
ments to him. You ſurprize me, ſaid J. 
| | „ Hitherto, 


A 


— 


* 
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« Hitherto, ſaid ſhe, your youth exempted you 


40 


& from theſe viſits, but you are now of an age, 


in-which they cannot be diſpenſed with ; be- 
ſides, the preceding phyſician was not ſo ex- 
act as this: but the antients, as well as my- 
ſelf, think it ſhould be more frequently prac- 

tiſed. 4 
<< I begged to be excuſed, but was forced to 
obey ; though at the ſame time, I found ſuch 
a repugnance, that I could not help arguing 
with her, as we were paſling to the hall. 
Have you not told me a hundred times, faid 
I to her, that all men are monſters, and that 
we muſt avoid them with the greateſt care; 
how then ſhall we be able to ſee this without 
being devoured? My governeſs appeared 
confounded at this objection, and remained 
ſome time without anſwering me. The 
goddeſs whom we ſerve, purſued the, look- 
ing at me ſtedfaſtly, is powerful and able to 
work a miracle, when it is neceſſary, and is 
ever watchful for the preſervation of her ſer- 
vants. She knows that a phyſician is neceſ- 
ſary for the preſervation of their health, and 
ſhe purifies him from the faults of his kind. 
I have made the ſame objections as you, but 
I had no ſooner ſeen the wiſe phyſician, than 
I changed my ſentiments. | 
„We came to the door of the hall, as my 
verneſs ſpoke theſe words: ſhe went in. 
rſt, to let him know I was coming, but in 
a little time returned with an air of conſter- 
nation and anger. I have learn'd fine news 
of you, ſaid ſhe, it is not without reaſon, 
ad 1 „indeed, 


OS 
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4 indeed, that you take the parts of theſe vile 
c lainous men; by Juno, you are very know- 
« ing at your age. Come, do not diſſemble 
« with me, I know all the plot is diſcovered : 
<« the phyſician has made his viſit, and he has 
cc perceived the cheat. The falſe veſtal would 
cc not cn the cauſe of her diſguiſe, but it is ea- 
4e fily gueſſed; I am not ignorant that ſhe made 
« uſe of all the opportunities my abſence gave 
« her to entertain you: the reaſon of my not 
<« taking notice of it, was, that as ſhe came 
« from ſo worthy a perſon, I thought you did 
& not run any riſque. I find myſelf deceived, 
cc 
cc 
cc 
c 
cc 


but that ſhall not happen again. I ſee now, 
©-why you were ſo defirous of going to the top 
© of the temple. Ah! ah, little lady, you 
© hluſh; let me alone, we ſhall ſee whether 
you will cheat me again. 

„While my governeſs, or rather this cruel 
« old woman was giving vent to her anger, I 
made theſe reflections. Clorinif has not con- 
ce feſſed any thing; I muſt imitate his ſilence: 
«© he knows, I hope, how to bring us out. of 
ce this terrible ſcrape, and my confeſling any 
« thing would only ſerve to embarraſs us the 
ce more. In this thought I took courage: it is 
de very fine, ſaid T to my governeſs, you tell me 
« very pretty things; to be ſure they muſt be 
„ very pleaſing to me, as well as your ill Judged 


« paſſion. Lou ſay, that here is a man, under 
ce the diſguiſe of a veſtal, and pretend that I 
& knew of it: this is admirable; if he had 
« choſe to have let me into his ſecrets, I ſhould 
« have teſtihed my gratitude to him; but if it 

* 1 as 


* 
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is ſo, I have eſcaped the greateſt danger. My 
governeſs did not know what to think of my 
anſwer. Is it true then, ſaid ſhe, that you 
are not concerned in this affair ? If you are 
not You may think juſt what you 
pleaſe, interrupted I, I am tired with your 
ſuſpicions, and if you continue to torment 
me, I ſhall loſe all patience, and ſhall purſue 
ſome method,. that will not be very agreeable- 
to you. ; 
then leſt the governeſs, and entered the 
hall, where I paid my reſpects to the phyſici- 
an, and after a few compliments aft, 1. 
returned to my apartment. Clorinif came to 
me, and let me know that the phyſician had 
diſcovered him, but had huſhed up the affair, 
and promiſed to aſſiſt his retreat; and that he 
would ſoon procure my eſcape from the tem- 
ple. That will be very difficult, replied L 
with tears; my governeſs has told me that I 
am to remain for life. Yes, ſays Clorinif, 
but money will remove that difficulty, III 
ſoon deliver my Cinanſa, and then we ſhall 
enjoy inconceiveable happineſs. | 
& Theſe flattering aſſurances, which were 
repeated ſeveral times, calmed me. Co- 
rinif left me, after the tendereſt careſſes, 
more tranquil; but oh ! my deareſt mother, 
ſhort has been the duration of this tran- 
quility. _I waited eight days patiently, in 
hopes-of news from my lover ; but finding, 
at laſt, by his ſilence, that he has forgot me, 
I have languiſhed, as you ſee. Clorinif is 
ungrateful, or he is not capable of keeping 

is 
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& his word; one of which is ſufficient to break 
my peace. My governeſs teizes me every 
day to know the motives of my concern; 
„ but what will it avail to tell her? I have 
« concealed it hitherto, and you with tender- 
„ neſs, have extracted the ſecret from my 
& breaſt”. 

The princeſs Come, when I had finiſhed 
my relation, ſeemed abſorbed in thought: after 
a while, ſhe raiſed hereyes to heaven, - and cried 
bitterly. © O my child!“ cried ſhe, © to 
«© what a deſtiny are you expoſed. If I com- 
„ ply with your defires, you are ruined; the 
danger is manifeſt ; and if I do not, you will 
« die with grief”. After theſe words, which 
made me ſhed a torrent of tears, ſhe told me 
her dream, and the precautions ſhe had taken 
to preſerve me from the preſage. Leſs fearful 
than her, or more influenced by my paſſions, I 
perſiſted in it, that every danger would vaniſh, 
if I was but releaſed from the ſlavery I then felt, 
and united to the man I loved... © 

* The preſage you mention“, ſaid I, © is 
« but a phantom; but may become really fa- 
« tal, if you reſtrain me any longer”. The ar- 
duous gehe I had to leave the temple, rendered 
me eloquent. I was adored by my mother, 
who at laſt gave way to my lively ſollicitations, 
and left me with the aſſurance that ſhe would 
labour for my return to my paternal houſe. 
This was a difficult taſk, for, the prince my 
father, was obſtinately bent on keeping me ſhut_ 
up ; and not any thing leſs than the tenderneſs 


he had for my mother, could have induced him 
wa” to 
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to have conſented to my leaving the temple. 
Three months paſſed before I was releaſed ſrom 
my vows; during this time I ſuffered all that 
was poſlible, and had it not been for my mo- 


ther's frequent viſits, and the continual hopes of 


liberty, I ſhould have died with grief. 

| The day before that, in which my mother 
was to bring me the order for my liberty, a day 
that I looked upon as the happieſt of my life, I 
went to walk on the top of the temple, when J 
ſaw Chrinf's window open, and he appeared: 
] trembled with joy; he made me ſigns, by 
which he diſcovered. his conſtancy, and the hap- 
pineſs he thought it toſee me again. I anſwer- 
ed him in the moſt tender manner that it was 
moms for me to do; he ſhot an arrow with a 
etter to me, but what was my ſurprize on read- 
ing as follows | 


Clorinif to Cinanſa. 


0 I have attempted impoſſibilities, my amiable 
4 Crnanſa, to arrive at the point we agreed 
* on at our ſeparation : I have introduced my- 
5 ſelf twice into the temple, in hopes to ſee, 
and bring you off, I was very near being ta- 
& ken within the walls, but, made deſperate- 
by ſo many obſtacles, I have taken my reſo- 
& lution, Be prepared; for this night, twenty 
people, devoted to my ſervice, will ſet fire to 
te the temple. I ſhall take the opportunity of 
the confuſion which muſt follow, to carry 
you off: fear nothing, every thing will ſuc- 
& ceed. to our wiſhes,” 
| Frightened: 
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Frightened at ſuch a ſcheme on the eve of the 
day, that would give him the opportunity he 
wiſhed, by leſs hazardous means; I tried every 
method to make him underſtand, that he muſt 
deſiſt from the enterprize; but he did not con- 
ceive my N and diſappeared, which per- 
plexed me not a little. Some moments after 1 
found the rœaſon; the phyſician came with him 
to the window, and he was obliged to appear as 
if he had not ſeen me. I thought proper to re- 
tire, but it was in the moſt diſtreſſed ſituation of 
mind, on account of Clorinif's enterprize. 1 
was not to ſee my mother till the next day, no 
letters could be ſent out of the temple, nor could 
I ſee any means to avert the impending deſola- 
tion, except I diſcovered the deſign to my go- 
verneſs, and that would bring ruin on Clorinif. 
Theſe reflections threw me into a moſt dreadful 
agitation of mind; it was almoſt night, and I 
was {til} irreſolute; the uncertainty was terrible, 
and the danger we all run certain: this embat- 
raſſed me beyond conception. I was retired to 
my apartment, where I ſtrove all that was in 
my power to form ſome ſcheme, by which we 
might avoid this danger ; it grew late, and not- 
withſtanding all the care that I took to avoid 
ſleep, which was next to death in my ſituation, 
it ſeized me, and terminated my reflections. 
11 know the reſt,” interrupted Tanidan, 
©. Ghorinif carried you off from the midſt of the 
flames; one of my guards ſeized him, as he 
« was putting you into a carr, I admired the 
«- heroiſm with which he ſuffered death, and if 
it bad been poflible, would have ſaved ** 32 
| „ 
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* but the remonſtrances of the high prieſteſs 
and my council prevented me. Let us hear 
© how you bore the death of your lover: you 
* conſoled yourſelf, I do not doubt, with ano- 
© ther; that is generally the way with your 
« ſex.” | | 
Cinanſa purſued her relation. I did not till 
a month afterwards, hear what was become of 


Clorinif. I had been carried back to the tem- 


ple, after the dreadful night on which we were 
ſeparated. The prince my father, notwith- 


ſtanding my mother's entreaties, declared 1 


ſhould remain there the reſt of my days; and 
only permitted her to ſee me, in order to inform 
me of this cruel order, TI received it with a re- 
ſignation, that I ſcarce believed myſelf capable 
of ; my grief had petrified my heart, and depri- 
ved me of all cenſation; the princeſs's tears did 
not make any impreſſion on me, I was like one 
intoxicated or ſtupid : this lethargic ſtate did not 
laſt long ; I ſhould have been too happy if it had 
always continued, 4 
I came out of it the woful day on which my 
lover was executed : the ſhouts of the populace, 
which announced his death, as it were, pierced 
through my ears: I fell into a ſwoon, © Ah 
„ heavens!” cried I, after coming to myſelf, 
& is it poſſible that I can ftill live! hy, 
& barbarians,” ſaid I to my governeſs, and- 
thoſe who were come to my aſſiſtance. © have 
you the cruelty to prolong my ſufferings ? 
„hy did you not permit death to end them; 
he is. leſs cruel than you: and thou god of 
“e light! can it be that thou haſt ſuffered my 


4 lover 
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* lover ta periſh | what was his crime? Is it 
* one to love what thou haſt created? Ah, 
* how unjuſt ! Clorinif loved me; he has pe- 
* riſhed for it, and I ſtill live! No, thou 
* deareſt object of my heart, I will follow 
* thee ! I will not ſurvive thee! and as I was 
* inhumanly deprived of the pleaſure of dying 

with thee, I will ſoon find the means of fol- 
* lowing thee”. 

Long I continued in this deſpairing ſtate ; 
the veſtals had recourſe to violence to make me 
eat: I reſolved to die by abſtinence ; but time 
abated my frenzy, and J began to conſider, that 
the only way not to be prevented in my ſcheme, 
was to ſeem eaſier, I had no ſooner conceived 
this idea, than I concealed my tears, and put 
on a more chearful countenance, I had refu- 
fed, till this time, to ſee my mother, or to hear 
her mentioned: ſhe was greatly diſtreſſed at my 
ſituation, and came every day to enquire alter 
me, I deſired to ſee her the next time ſhe 
came: T behaved fo calmly during this viſit, 
that ſhe had great hopes of my perfect recovery: 

this tender mother was tranſported at the proſ- 
pet, I was her only child, and notwithſtand- 
ing the reaſon. ſhe had to be conſoled for my 
death, ſhe could not bring herſelf to ſupport the 
thoughts of it : the prince my father, moved 
with my ſufferings, had retracted his cruel or- 
ders, and given my mother full liberty to act as 
ſhe pleaſed by me : this ſhe told me, and it was 
on this I founded my project of deſtroying my- 
ſelf to follow my lover, without whom, life be- 
came a burthen to me. | 


* 


In 


. 
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In appearance I was. become more reaſonable, 
and was allowed more liberty, and my conduct 
leſs watched; I appeared quite tranquil for ſe- 
veral days; but my deſign was to periſh in the 
ſame place, where I had ſeen my ever dear Cla- 
rinif the firſt time: I reſolved to throw myſelf 
from the top of the temple ; but to my inexpreſ- 
ſible diſappointment, 1 found the door too faſt 
cloſed, which was done to prevent the veſtals 
for the future, from holding any correſpondence 
with mankind | | 
J had confoled myſelf with the idea of facri- 
ficing my life in this place to my lover ; but 
was prevented, and under a neceſſity of invent- 
ing ſome other means to follow my lover, 1 
employed ſeveral days in conſideration on this 
fatal ſubject, becauſe I was reſolved, that my 
death ſhould have ſome analogy with that of my 
lover's, 
One day that I believed myſelf alone in a 
little wood, that terminated the gardens of the 
temple, I burſt out into the moft moving com- 
plaints; „Ah! (cried I) and yet I ſtill live! 
«© what weakneſs | what does it ſignify what 
cc kind of death I ſuffer, ſo I do but die.“ This 
reflection wrought ſuch an effect on me, that I 
was determined, that moment, to put an end 
to my wretched life. At a little diſtance from 
the wood in which I had formed this deſign, 
was a canal: I went to it, fully reſolved to 
throw niyſelf into it.“ I am alone, (faid I 
* aloud) nothing can fruſtrate my deſign; fire 
5 has been the cauſe of my loſing all that was 
„ dear to me; water ſhall repair my misfor- 
7 4 tunes: 


285 FEMALE BA SHMENT, er 
e tunes: in the dreadful ſtate, in which I at 
<< preſent am, nothing but death can relieve 
CC me.” S | 

I was approaching the water, and had fixed 
upon the place, where I had intended to throw 


myſelf in, when I meta young virgin, who ran 


to me, and threw her arms round me, ſaying, 
that ſhe had heard what I ſaid, and that if I 
preſiſted in my fatal deſign, ſhe would die with 
me, Ils it thus, (faid ſhe, embracing me) 
that you keep your promiſe; nay, have you 
not made a vow, that you would never do 
any thing without conſulting me, or truſting 
«© me With your defign? This I exacted from 
you, becauſe I ſuſpected your tranquility to 
„de only aſſumed, Indeed Cinanſa, I cannot 
„ conceive what can induce you to be ſo raſh? 


„ what ! for a man who exiſts no longer, and 


c who, ſooner or later, would have been un- 
“ faithful to you! are you capable of running 
«to ſuch unpardonable extremities? Oh! m 

« dear friend, theſe are very great errors, it 
„you have any cauſe for being deſperate, it is 
& your having been ſo weak, as to attach _ 
<« ſelf to ſo ungrateful a ſex. Clorinif is dead; 
you grieve ſor him, becauſe you was the in- 
„ nocent cauſe of his death, and that he was 


& puniſhed for his affection for you, If he had 


« truly loved you, he would not have put him- 
« ſelf in peril of Joling you. Theſe ſort of paſ- 


« ſions.are produced by frenzy, and laſt no 


longer than the delirium; they are a deceit- 
« ful dream, which vaniſhes as ſoon as you 
„ awake. Without going into the world, a 

nag | „ prudent 
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prudent education has inſtructed me fo far, 
and I have heard a thouſand hiſtories of miſ- 
treſſes and lovers, but ſcarce. one in which 
the end has anſwered the beginning. Men 


have a ſeducing appearance, but at the bot- 


tom are full of perfidy, and bring miſery on 
our ſex. Return, my dear Cinanſa, return 


from your error: all men are cheats and be- 


trayers. If you had not known Clorinif, you 
would not have been plunged into this deſpe- 
rate ſtate of deſpair, but would have paſſed 


your days, as I do, ſerenely. I perceive you 


loved him ; 22 prudence, without doubt, 
made you hide it, and this is the cauſe of 
Jour deſpair.” | 

owever vague this harangue was, it re- 


called my ſcattered ſenſes, and made me reflect; 
beſides Urgocine was ſo reſpectable by her con- 
duct, and knew ſo well the art of perſuaſion — 


£6 
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Urgocine, Urgocine, (interrupted the king, 
without thinking that her father was preſent) 
do you know that maid, and: did ſhe ſpeak 
thus?“ © Yes, my Lord, (returned Cinan- 


ſa) it was Urgocine; and if ſhe had the ho- 


nour to be known to your majeſty, you 
would not be „Go on,” (interrup- 
ted the king) digreſſions only ſerve to 
lengthen your narrative”. Cinanſa durſt not 


reply to this haſty order, but obeyed, in theſe 
terms. When I ſeemed to have gained a 
conqueſt over my weakneſs, and to have forgot 
my follies, the princeſs, my mother, obtained 
permiſſion for me, in order to divert, and 
chaſe away a black melancholy that till 


hung 


ö 
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hung about me, to converſe with any of the 
ee I ſhould chooſe. I his ſhe told me, 
and adviſed that J ſhould attach myſelf to the 
amiable Urgocine, who ſhe ſaid was poſſeſſed of 
every good quality, Hitherto I had ſcarce given 
any attention to my mother's advice; and yet 
leſs to the civilities and wiſe counſels with which 
this virgin honoured me. I heard her at firſt 
with indifference, but as ſhe ſhewed more ge- 
neroſity, and had greater complaiſance for my 
misfortunes than any of the reſt: notwithſtand- 
ing my diſtraction and deſpair, I diſtinguiſhed 
her, and had much regard for her. This 
worthy maid ſpoke to me with ſo much ſenſe 
on the ſhame it was for me to give myſelf up 
to deſpair; and made me ſo ſenſible how extra- 
vagant it was. to be afflicted for the events of a 
life ſo ſubject to accidents; that ſhe recalled 
me to myſelf. I found ſo much conſolation in 
her converſation, that as ſoon as I began to re- 
cover my reaſon, I could not help teſtifying 
my gratitude, in which my mother joined me ; 
but took care not to inform her of the particu- 
lars of my adventures, which would have de- 
prived me of the friendſhip of this ſcrupulous 


maid, My ſtory was told favourably in the 


houſe. The unfortunate Chrinif, accordi 
to the detail that had been given of this adven- 
ture, was alone culpable ; they charged him 
with all the blame, and repreſented me as per- 
fectly innocent, and unknowing of his ſcheme 
to carry me away. Some indeed there were 
of more penetration than to believe the tale, 
| | and 
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and inſiſted that I had ſeduced him; but theſe 
few; were not believed, for the majority of the 
Veſtals ſaid, hang his raſnneſs, he ought not to 
hurt the reputation of any one, as others were 
liable to the ſame attempts; they aſcribed my 
concern and tears to the effect the fright of 
the flames had wrought on me. Urgacine thought 
me innocent, as well as the reſt; and I found 
ſo much ſweetneſs in her manners, and ſuch 
ſubjects for admiration in her way of thinking, 
that my affection for her became ſo great, that 
FE entirely forgot Clorinif. Our converſation 
turned upon the happineſs of . preſerving - our 
liberty, and the flying from any commerce with 
men: for, ſays the, the hazard is great, as 
they rule in an arbitrary manner, and there is 
ſcarce one in a hundred of them that is a 
reaſonable creature. Witneſs, ſays ſhe, the 
many unhappy unions in the world, which ought 
to deter us, as by this means we have an op- 
portunity to grow wile, at the expence of 
others. ; . 

- Theſe maxims wrought ſuch an effect on 
me, that ſome time after, when the princeſs af 
Comuęſi took me from the temple, becauſe I 
could not live there without my worthy friend, 
who had left it; T refuſed a very conſiderable 
offer of marriage that was made me. Urgocine, 

who had ſet me the example ſome days before, 
was greatly pleaſed with the reſolution I had 
ſhewed on this occaſion ; ſhe gave me 'the 
ſtrongeſt affurances of an inviolable friendſhin, 
Hitherto we have always preſerved it, and the 
proſcription of our 3 has ſerved to make 5 

By the 
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the firmer. _ Inſtead of complaining, like the 
reſt, we amuſe ourſelves with their folly, and 
have refuſed to join in any of their ſchemes to 


force their way out of „ 

This, my lord, is the ſimple and plain detail 
of my life: if I have omitted thing, the 
taliſman ought not to puniſh me, as the fault 
happens from failure of memory, not deſign. 

Dearchealb, who expected the king's ſending 
back Cinanſa, as he had done the reſt, ad- 
vanced to receive his order. Leave her here, 
<« (ſaid the prince) I would aſk her ſome queſ- 
« tions”. Croſegol, who knew by the air with 
which theſe words were ſpoke, that the king 
would ſpeak to the young perſon in private, re- 
tired with Dearcheall to a greater diſtance. 

« What do you think of this new behaviour 
« of the king's? (faid the eſquire“) “ Ah 
cc pleaſe the father of light, (ſaid the minifter) 
ci that my prayers may be heard, and that 
< this young perſon's charms may have made 
« an impreſſion on the heart of our maſter”. 
I don't know, replied Dearchealb, but he was 
cc very attentive to her; and did not you ob- 
« ſerve how much he intereſted himſelf in her 
« hiſtory, when ſhe ſpoke of your amiable 
« daughter.“ Ah, Dearchealb, if you have 


any regard for me, ſaid the miniſter, I beg 


d you will never mention her name before the 
1 2 I ſhould grow deſperate if he ſhould 
<« take a fancy to examine Urgocine, he may, 
4c perhaps do it, for he has given me ſeveral 
« intimations of it; but whatever care I have 
« taken to have her educated in ſuch principles 
. | cc as 
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* a5 could wiſh, and whatever opinion I have 
„ of her virtue, I cannot help trembling ac 
& the thoughts of its being proved; the d ſ- 
4% covery of the moſt trifling weakneſs would 
«© kill me with grief. You are inſenſible how 
“ much honour ſuffers on theſe occaſions ; yu 
© muſt be a father to feel it: I ſhall uſe my 
6 utmoſt efforts that Urgocine may not be exa- 
„ mined ; but if all I can do cannot prevent it, 
and unhappily ſhe ſhould be found wanting 
in her duty and honour, her blood ſhed b 
< this hand ſhall expiate her crime, and oath 
% away hers and my ſhame; and the ſame 
pomard ſhall put a period to a life, which 


. v6 


c afterwards would be a burthen to me”. 
While the miniſter and Dearchealb were 
ſpeak 


ing in this manner, the king made uſe of 
all his addreſs to diſcover from Cinanſa, if Urgocine 
was really as prudent, and as indifferent to 
men, as he ſeemed to be. Tanidan puſhed the 
* «converſation as far as he durſt, for fear of let- 
ting the penetrating Cinanſa inta his private 
ſentiments; he then called Croſegol and Dear- 
chealb : © Take this lady, faid he, to the laſt, 
and order the governeſs to treat her with 
66 the greateſt diſtinctionꝰ . After this order, 
which did not a little ſurpriſe Creſegol, he whiſ- 
pered his eſquire. 
The firſt miniſter, who could not help re- 
flecting on this new conduct of the king's, 
aſked him, in order to fathom it, what he 
thought of — A * "That ſhe is naturally 
“ good, (replied the king) and that it was 
* unhappy for her to 8 been brought up 
FW * 2 « in 


% 
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40 in ignorance; and that it has been the ſource 
of her miſtakes. If it is hazardous to bring 


« a perſon too young into the world, it is yet 
more dangerous to bring them up with too 
little knowledge of it; each extreme is bad, 
and to be dreaded: we ought to take a 
«« ;uſt medium between too much light, and 
* | | | 8 

ce the being totally dark : there cannot be 
« too much care taken, what perſons are 
c "truſted with the education of children; on 
< their firſt prejudices very often depends the 
« good or bad of their future lives. This is 
© a maxim that is generally known, and yet 
c ſeldom practiſed. See the folly of mortals : 
« they make good rules, and then neglect 
ce them. Tanidan, who did not care to come 


to an explanation with his miniſter, made 


uſe of theſe common place topicks of morality 
to avoid it. Creſegel had too much penetration 


not to perceive it, but, like a wiſe and 


politician, he gave into his maſter's deſigns, 
and kept up the converſation by ſeveral quo- 


tations from hiſtory ; but at Jaſt- deſired to 
know if the king deſigned to hear any more 
examinations that night: at that inſtant 


Dearchcalh entered with Urgocine ; he trembled, 


And turned pale at this fight. © Permit me, 


« atleaſt, my lord, to retire; I am a father, 
« and nature is unable to ſupport this trial”. 
4 J feel for you, (ſaid the king to him in a 
<6 whiſper) and have given orders that ſhe ſhall 
cc not know before whom ſhe is examined; ſhe 


c will not ſee us, and we ſhall paſs. on her as 
_ ** judges ſent by me to examine her conduct. 


I have 


» xy 


3. 
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41 have my reaſons for this, which you ſhall 

« be acquainted with another time”. Croſegol 
was obliged to obey, and remained under great 
anxiety in the ſecret cloſet, Tanidan examined 
Urgocine through the grate with the greateſt at- 
tention ; and after ſhe had paſſed through the | 
uſual preliminaries, ſhe with the ſweeteſt voice, 4 
and in the moſt graceful manner thus began. 5 


- „ 8 


— 


Hiſtory of URGOCINE. | 


Lubue can I conceive how the relation of my 
paſt actions can concern the ſtate, unleſs 
the king ſearches in theſe details juſt motives... 
| for his hatred, and apparent reaſons for puniſh- 
ing thoſe who have diſpleaſed him, If my re- 
ſpe permitted me to declare my ſentiments, 1 
uld ſhew how little agreeable to his true 
andeur theſe methods are; but as he is my 
ereign J will not attempt to oppoſe his will, 
but ingenuouſly relate my paſt conduct, as far 
as it occurs to my memory : 
| _ Thoſe who brought me here are well ac- 
quainted with my birth, At ſix years old I loſt 
my mother; my father was ſo much engaged 
in the education of the young prince, that he =_ 
committed me to the care of his ſiſter, who 1 
was univerfally admired for her prudence. It * 
was impoſſible with ſuch a relation to imbibe il 
bad habits; ſhe watched continually myzac-  * 
tions, and if at any time we were but a few 1 
bours ſeparated, ſhe ſoon after examined in 1 


— 
— 


OY 
: - 
— RS. — 
3 — —— — 2 : 5 
—- 8 3 
* W * = * 


— 


— = — — 
— — 
2 — > 
—— — 
— - > % 
. - + 54 
ee 3 . 


* 


294 FEMALE BAxISHMENT, ar 
what manner I had employed myſelf during 


her abſence. 


— 


When I had attained to the age of reaſon, 
ſhe endeavoured to diſcover the ſentiments of 
my heart, and to arm me with cautions, in or- 
der to prevent me, as I grew older, from falling 
2 prey to bad inclinations, She ſoon found that 
] was naturally thoughtful and curious; I made 
continual reflections upon every thing that ſtruck 
my eye or imagination ; but often continued 
ignorant through timidity of aſking queſtions. 

Early ſhe taught me, that modeſty was the 
beſt ornament of my ſex, and was a perfection 
of more value than beauty, © — © 

As my aunt has a great ſhare in my hiſtory, 
if is neceſſary that I give you her character. 
She was about forty, and had hitherto lived a 


| Bap life, and determined to continue it: ne 
h 


paſſed her youth in a ſort of antipathy to 
men, and declared, that of all created beings, 
none were ſo dangerous to à girl. This the 
ſupported with ſolid reaſons ; though the preſent 


p actice of the world run counter to her rules, 


At the age of twenty, ſhe publiſhed a book, 
with a view to perſuade my ſex in general, that 


no happineſs was equal to that of a ſingle life: 


this work was much admired, but my narration - 
would be very long, if I ſhould attempt to enu- 
merate the many great qualities of my aunt ; my 
whole infancy was taken up in hearing the reci- 
tal of them; ſhe took great pleaſure in teaching 
me her favourite maxims, and recounting to me 
the many trials her virtue had undergone. How- 


Lier neceſſary theſe hiftorics were, the frequent 
- £4 4 % 0 


4 repetition 
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repetition of them proved tireſome. When [ 
was old-enough to underſtand what I read, my 
aunt put into my hands her celebrated book. 
« Learn betimes, (faid ſhe) to ſhun men, and 
to ſecure yourſelf from the ſnares that will be 
laid to rob 1 of your innocence ; always re- 
member, The Impoſture, (that was the title of 
her work) if I had not practiſed the maxims that 
J have laid down in it, I ſhould not have been 
able to have withſtood their machinations for ſo 
mony years, I do not know, whether my way- 
of thinking was different from_ thoſe of my 
gage.“ But whatever my aunt could ſay to me 
on this ſubject did not ſignify ; I could not en- 
dure this book. My aunt was not ignorant of 
this averſion, and judged that I was not yet of 
an age to ſee the 2 and reliſh the wiſe 
precepts ſhe laid before me, but hoped a little 
more age would give me more ſenſe; mean time 
ſhe ſent for another neice, named Doripela, to 
— m ˙ V 
I had often heard commendations of her, and 
found her amiable and lively; it was impoſſible 
to know her and not to love her; ſhe was two 
ars older than me, and conſequently had more 
owledge, which gave my aunt hopes that her 
example would remove my prejudices, and 
make me attend to the precepts, which in vain 
ſhe had endeavoured to inſtill into me. | 
Tr was not long before Doripela and I con- 
_ trated a ſtrict friendſhip : notwithſtanding my 
habitual ſeriouſneſs, I could not help Jaughing 
at her wit: this familiarity drew me out of the 
cold referve with which I had hitherto lived, 
* 04 | with 
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with regard to all the world. My aunt was 


greatly plcaſed to ſee this change, and, in order 


to promote it, gave us all the liberty we could 


* 


deſire. - 


One day that Doripela and I were entertain- 
e, Fe. with converſing on a hundred in- 
different topicks, a man who was paſſing by our 
window, turned round, and made us a very 
low bow; my couſin returned his compliment 
with the air that was natural to her: as to me, 
I turned my head aſide; indeed Urgocine, 


(ſaid ſhe) you carry your prudery too far; what 


will the 4 think, of the haughty, or ra- 


ther, diſdainful air, with which you received 


His falute? However far you may carry your 


Fe ſerve, it ſhould not make you guilty of unpo- 


_ 7" Every one, my dear cou id I 
pit 


with a little * 
is your fancy to be pre poſſeſſed in favour of all 


the world; it is mine to be reſeryed, but you, 


Deripela, who have done me the favour io te- 
primand me, do you ſuppoſe what you have 


done is right, according to the firift rules of 


deceney? They ſay, that men are continually 
watching” for opportunities to get acquainted 
with women; don't you think you have offered 
a very fine one to him, whoſe compliment you 
have returned; does it not look like a permiſſion 
to approach'you; as to me, I know, if I had 
been in his place, I ſhould furely have attempt- 
ed it. Ah, well, where would the harm have 


been, !- ary my couſin) this cavalier would 


Have wiſhed us a good evening, and have ſaid 
ſome obliging things to us, aud would that 217 
0 | | % us % 


* 


e) does not think the Tame ; it” 
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us? I do not know what you may think, (an- 
ſwered I) but according to my aunt's opinion, 
theſe liberties are not to be given without danger. 

If I was to relate to you a hiſtory out of the Im- 

poſture, which ſhe made me read the other day, 

you would not run theſe riſques. A truce with 
your hiſtory, (replied Doripela) I have read the 

{mpoſture, too much againſt my will, ever to 

deſire to hear a line more of it.“ The king 

then interrupted her, ſaying, Time will not 

permit us to ſtay, but to morrow night we will 

hear the reſt. Dearthealb, (ſays he) do you 

conduct Urgocine to the governeſs, and order, 

that ſhe may receive every indulgence”, 

The king ſeemed in a very good humour, 
and aſked Croſegol as they were returning to the 
palace, if the trembling, with which he had 
been agitated at the ſight of his daughter, had 
ceaſed, and what. he thought of the manner in 
which ſhe had began her ſtory. .** Pleaſe the 
father of light, (replied the miniſter) that your 
majeſty may be as tranquil as I am at this mo- 
ment, and that the hopes with which I flatter 
myſelf, may not be ill founded. And what is 
this hope, replied Tanidan, (looking very ſeri- 
| ouſly at Croſegol). That my daughter will be 
what ſhe ought to be, (returned the miniſter) 
and conſequently, that ſhe will be the means of 
the happineſs and repoſe of the kingdom. Your 
majeſties word is a ſure pledge to me, and I 
ſhould think myſelf the moſt criminal of all your 
ſubjects, to doubt it a moment,” The king 
did not make any anſwer to this, but changed 
the converſation to indifferent things, till theß 

9 99 arrived 


— 
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arrived at the palace, where he immediately re- 
tired to his repoſe. While Tanidan delivered 
himfelf to the arms of ſleep, let us ſee what the 
amiable Urgecine did; ſhe threw herſelf on a 
couch, but after much reflection, could not 
comprehend the motive of the order, that ſhe 
ſhould give an- account of her life, nor why ſhe 
had a — apartment, and more reſpect ſhewed 
her, perhaps, thought ſhe, regen of my 
ſex are oming to 2 concluſion, the | ing has 
ſenſe, and my father has aſſured me often, that 
he cannot perſiſt long in fuch an unnatural reſo- 
lution. Ah! could I but ſee the change! 
Thus ſhe ruminated ; and, notwithſtanding the 
prejudices in which ſhe had been educated 
againſt men, a ſecret inclination for the ki 
predominated in her heart: this took its = 
from —— — and if we may be 
allowed à poetical quotation, fbe loved him 
dangers 2 e: and he loved 
* did m: but as this did not 
wholly: appear- ti I ſhall purſue the 
of my narration. She had from her in- 
fancy heard the ſtory of Tamdar's ſufferings ; 
| as ſhe advanced in age, ſhe grew ſtill more in- 
tereſted for this prince; the account of the dan- 
ous fituations in which he had often been, 
drew tears from her, and ſhe could not help 
* Paſſing from this tenderneſs, to the higheſt ad- 
- miration, on hearing the conſt with which 
this ' monarch had ſuſtained the attacks of ill 
fortune, a he had afterwards acqui- 
red wat his 2 15 | 
We .- Theſe 
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Theſe prepoſſeſſions were ſo rooted in her 
breaſt, that they could not be eraſed by the 
perſecution of her ſex at Ladbarli, though the 
was herſelf a victim. Thus by degrees a ten- 
derneſs became fixed in the breaſt of Urgocine, 

although ſhe was ignorant of it. Thus whilſt 
innocence keeps the heart free and unacquaint- 
ed with love, the poſſeſſor imagines the effects 
of love to proceed only from motives of ſincere 
and tender friendſhip, and, ignorant of the 
cauſe, yields to the impulſe with confidence 
and pleaſure. "Wh bore 8 
In this ſtate of mind Urgocine was, ſhe cheriſhed 
theſe favourable ideas, 8 as her 
duty toward the king, who did not think 
leſs favourably of this charming maid; no 
ſooner was he awake, than he recalled her en- 
chanting idea, and all the graces that had ſur- 
priſed him at the firſt time he ſaw her; the 
tone of her voice, the ſweetneſs of her expreſ- 
ſions, the innocence of her manners, which 
ſhe had diſplaid in her hiſtory, all tended-to 
remove his prejudices : he would have ſent fog 
Croſegol, and declared his tenderneſs, but a 
ſentiment of falſe ſhame witheld him. How, 
cried he, am I capable of diſcovering fo vilely 
my weakneſs to the world, and of deſtroying 
in a moment what I have been at-ſo much 
pains to eftabliſh ? What account can I render 
of ſuch a change? Shall I not be looked on 
as a light, inconſtant prince? Will they not 
concl that the dread of the events with 
which I have been menaced is the caufe? My 
people will applaud themſelves for their rebel- 
O 6 lions; 
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© Hons ; and this falſe opinion may lead them to 


deſpiſe their king: I foreſee that I ought not 
to be too precipitate”, The next night he re- 
turned to Lodbarli, and ſent Dearchealb for 


Urgocine ; but impatiently walked up and down 


the apartment, caſting his eyes towards the 


door. Mean time his converſation was em- 
barraſſed and unconneRed ; his uneaſineſs en- 


dured till he ſaw the miniſter's daughter enter, 


when admiration ſucceeded to his inquietude 


ber ſhape,. her air, her leaſt motion ſtruck 


Him : the lovely undreſs in which ſhe appeared 
charmed and inflamed him, which nothing, 
except the darkneſs of the cloſet, could have 
concealed from Croſegol, who juſt then aſked 
the cauſe of the king's ſilence. I wait, ſaid 


he, for Urgocine to continue her hiſtory”. This 


— 


ſhe heard, and with her uſual grace thus ſaid, 


25 The Continuation of the Hiftory of Urgocine. 


V OU are very fooliſh, ſaid Doripela (ſpeaking 
of the hiſtory I would have related to her 
out of the Impoſture) to let ſuch examples make 
any impreſſion on you. 'Ought they not, ſaid 
J, and alſo upon you? Good, ſaid ſhe, this 
air of morality ſuits you to a miracle; but take 
my advice for once; you are young, and too 
amiable to play a part which is not in. charac- 


ter; youtoſe a precious time, which ought" to 


de ſpent at our age in pleafures. Tell me your 


opinion of the youth that paſſed, Don't you 
think him handſome ? Would not a few ſtolen 
converſations with à lover, ſuch as him, be 
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wore agreeable than antiquated precepts of our 
would- be wiſe aunt ? Make me your confident ; 
I have for ſome time longed to make you 
mine ;. if we underſtood each other better, we 
| ſhould not grow ſo often dull as we do, and 
keep ſilent, which gives our good aunt an op- 
portunity of putting in a word. This diſcourſe 
. appeared to me a little too Ii. dy for a youn 

perſon, whoſe heart ought to be innocent an 

reſerved: I reſolved to be upon my guard, and 
anſwered frankly, that my humour differed too 
much from hers, for us to be intimate. This 
girl, who indeed was amiable, appeared mor- 
tified at my anſwer. I repented of what J 
had ſaid, on ſeeing her ſhed ſome tears; ſhe 
pouted a little, but, on my embracing her, and 
making ſome; excuſe for What had happened, 
we were ſoon reconciled. , 

I had been educated with the habit of being 
always employed; I ſeated myſelf at my frame, 
where I was working a piece of embroidery ; 
Doripela, who did not. love work, ſauntered 


about the room, and, like any one throughly 


idle, ſometimes came and talked with me, and 
ſometimes ſtooped and looked out of the win · 
dow. My attention to my work had made me 
forget what had hap 3 but a glance, which 
'T threw by chance, gave me room to think 
that my couſin was not the girl that would fol- 
low my advice. I obſerved that ſhe was fixed 
at the window, and — at ſomething very 


earneſtly ; curioſity is very in people of 
our age, and difficult to be reſiſted, and very 
often occaſions events contrary to our virtue, 


I raiſed 


4 
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I raiſed myſelf a tiptoe, and ſaw over my cou- 
; fin's ſhoulder the youth ſhe had before ſpoke to. 
From the oppoſite fide of the ftreet he made 
- figns to her, putting his hand upon his heart, 
and ſeeming ſerious ; then followed a quick 
- tranſition to an appearance of rapture. I ob- 
+ ſerved them attentively, and though I thought it 
proper that I ſhould retire, yet I permitted 
wha» to ſtop me, and was a witneſs of this 
. dumb'ſcene.' My couſin was fo attentive to the 
youth's geſtures, that ſhe did not perceive the 
| obſervation I was making; I wanted on my 
| ide to know what all theſe ſigns tended to; 
they intereſted me, and yet if 1 had been aſked, 
I could not have told why. After a long re- 
petition of ſigns, ſome of which I underſtood 
and others I did not: the youth, who found 
my couſin was not diſpleaſed at ſeeing him, 
took a paper out. ef his pocket, and made as if 
he would toſs it to her; Doripela, by a motion 
of her hand, ſtopped him, and at the ſame 
time pointed with her finger into the room, 
to make her meaning more clear; ſhe then 
looked into the room, which cauſed a mutual 
ſurpriſe, for I was unexpectedly catched. My 
"couſin bluſhed, and we were each of us as 
confounded, as if we had been doing ſomething 
very bad; a moment's refleftion put an end to 
- Doripela's uneaſineſs, and made her burſt out 
into a loud laugh, and T found r ſo 
droll in the adventure, that I could not help 
imitating her heartily. * 


A moment afterwards I became ſerious, and 
. remarked to her in the moſt friendly * 
3 WET W at 
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what a riſque ſhe ran of the youth's entertainin 
an ill opinion of her; and that ſhe did not diſ- 
approve his behaviour. He is a ſtranger to you, 

ſaid I, how do you know but he may ge and 
boaſt of your comphaſance to half the city: 
think what echarafier you will get, and if it 
ſhould come to my aunt's ears, who hates men 
ſo much.—OQh, as to that, ſaid Doripela, be · 
coming a little ſerious, you are cruel beyond 
example; my aunt would ſurely be more indul - 
gent than you what is the great crime I have 
committed ? but I ſee I muſt give you an ac- 
count of my conduct, and then you will learn 
the cauſe of it. Perhaps after this recital you 
will become more-complaiſant and leſs ſcrupu- 
lous. After this Doripela ſhut the window, 
and made a ſign to the youth, without minding 
me, that he muſt retire, I was very angry at 
this proceeding : ſhe then came near me, and 
fitting down, began to give me her reaſons. 
Urgocine was going on, when Tanidan inter- 
rupted her. Why, Urgocine, ſaid he, will you 
interrupt the narrative of own adventures 
to tell us thoſe of other people? Pardon me, 
fir, returned ſhe, it is ary to relate her 
ſtory, as tis interwoven with my on: but 
that the lords, who are appointed to hear me, 
may not be tired, I ſhall make this epiſode 


very ſhort. Tanidan, who dreaded the retard- 
ing a narration in which he ſo greatly in- 
tereſted himſelf, remained filent, 
went on thus, | 


and Urgocing 
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Nb 204 THE | 
Hiſtory of DORIPELA. 


\On't think, my dear couſin, ſaid Doripela, 
4, looking at me with an air of tenderneſs, 
that demanded ſome indulgence, that this is the 
firſt time of my ſeeing this youth; about whom 
you are ſo angry. 1 have known-him above 
a year, and have oft longed to tell you the ſe- 
cret I am new diſcloſing : I will mention every 
thing freely, and you may judge whether I am 
much too blame. HSE | 
"You know with what rigour my deceaſed 
mother brought me up; my aunt has frequent- 
Iy, before me, | deſcribed it to you; never did 
any one uſe a daughter with greater ſeverity ; I 
was not allowed to look a man in the face, and 
if by accident I did, I was puniſhed in the ſe- 
vereſt manner. I did not paſs a day without 
ſhedding of tears, and if heaven had not taken 
pity of my ſufferings, I muſt have ſunk under 


them. | 
A ſiſter of my mothers, almoſt as ſevere, but 
teſs vigilant, took me to live with her, after my 
mother's death; if I was not much happier, at 
leaſt I was leſs tormented, All the difference in 
my treatment indeed, was, that during my mo- 
ther's life, I was always under her eye ; on the 
contrary, my aunt ſhut me up in a room from 

morning till night, and gave me a taſk to do, 
and very ſeldom came near me; when ſhe did, 


it was to chide me, or box my ears for work 
| undone, 
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undone, or not done to pleaſe her; but as theſe 
viſits were rare, I bore them with more pati- 
ence, I lived above a year in this way, but be- 
gan to be heartily ſick of it; I had no other 
pleaſure than what looking into a neighbouring 
| garden afforded me; the trees in it were fo thick 
planted, - that I could not ſee far; my greateſt 
conſolation was in the melody of a number of 
birds, hopping from ſpray to ſpray ; ſometimes 
with my eyes ſorrowfully fixed, I examined the 
movements of theſe airy inhabitants, and in 
comparing their ſtate- of liberty with mine of 
confi nt, I very often ſhed tears, © AmT' 
always to be ſhut up, (ſaid I) of what uſe is my 
reaſon? I have no opportunity of acting well or 
ill; it only ſerves to make me ſenſible of my 
- pains, Theſe forrowſul reſſections rendered me 


very miſerable; even the day became a burthen 


to me, and night was chiefly ſpent in ſorrow. 

One day I was more uneaſy than vſual, but 
my diſquietude was diverted by a more than 
common noiſe of the birds, as they were fying 
about the trees ; I looked earneſtly and fou 

out the cauſe. A youth was taking a great deal 
of pains to get at a neſt, that was upon one of 
the top branches of a tree near my window; he 
had climbed almoſt to the top, when the weak - 
neſs of the bough prevented his going any fur- 
ther. I ſaw in his face, which was more beau- 
tiful than that of the god of love, a great deal of 
anxiety, I confeſs to you, my dear couſin, 
that this youth intereſted me in his favour, and 
J looked at him with more pleaſure than ever I 
had done at the birds. I gazed at him very 
241 carneſtly 


— 


/ 
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earneſtly, and often wiſhed he would turn his 
eyes. towards me, and that, inſtead of letting 
the neſt engroſs all His attention, he would take 
as much pleaſure in ſeeing me, as I did in look- 
ing at him; but this ſweet youth was too much 
taken up with his deſign, to attend to any thing 
elſe; he broke a branch and with it touched the 
neſt, as if the ſlighteſt advantage gave him ſome 
pleaſure. A moment after, he raiſed his foot, and 
endeavoured to fix it that he might get higher; 
at laſt, fatigued with theſe vain efforts, he reſted 
himſelf, and ſtanding with his eyes fixed upon 
the neſt, ſeemed to conſider of means to obtain 
it. Alas I had it been in my power to have aſ- 
ſiſted him, he ſhould ſoon have been in poſſeſſi- 


The ſecret pleaſure I took in looking at this 
youth, had till now, prevented my taking no- 
tice of the d he was in: a flight breeze 
agitating the branches, would have daſhed him 
to the ground, and deſtroyed all my * or 
if a bought had broke under his feet, had 
been his life. I was twenty times ready to cry 
out, and beg he would take care, but my mo- 
deſty hindered, and thus dictated, that the youth 
would think me bold, if I ſhould ſpeak to him. 
J remained ſilent, and anxiouſly obſerved him; 
he moved quick, which made me tremble for 
fear of his falling, but how he charmed me by 
a ſweet {mile that rendered him il] more beau 
tiful ; he drew a knife from his pocket and began 
to cut the bough on which the neft ſtood. I 
admired: his ingenuity, but at the ſame time, I 


* 
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his fo much deſired treaſure, and, although the 
branch was pretty thick were he cut, he will 
get through it at laſt: he will carry away his 
neſt, and then I ſhall ſee him no more. This 
idea tortured me : pardon, my dear Urgocine, 
emotions that you diſapprove ; without doubt, 
. Seren ſtrong for me to be able to reſiſt 
The youth's ſcheme ſucceeded, he cut the 
branch through, and drew the neſt towards him 
by degrees, but he did not foreſee What would 
happen; he prepared to cover it with his hand, 
and ſecure the — birds. —_ I ſhall _— 
ou now, little rogues, ſaid he, with a 
— of IP ang that penetrated my heart; but 
ah ! what a misfortune ! the birds were * 
and feeling the approach of his hand, which 
they were not uſed too, flew all ſuddenly out of 
the neſt, It is impoſſible to expreſs the youth's 
concern, on being deprived of a happineſs the 
very moment he to it: ſtruck with 
| ſurprize, he let the branch and neſt fall from 
his hands; fortunate a thouſand times it was, 
that he did not fall himſelf ; ſome god watc 
over him, and preſerved him without doubt. 
In the mean time, one of the birds flew from 
the neſt into my window; I took it and put it 
into my boſom, with a joy that it is impoſſible 
to expreſs ; the youth, who had not loſt fight of 
the bird, perceived it, his eyes met mine, and 
he appeared more aſtoniſhed at ſeeing me, than 
at what had lately happened; he ſtood ſtill and 
gazed on me with earneſtneſs, and I was filled 
with confuſion at his fixing his eyes on me: af- 
Kn terwarda 


LI 


N * 
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terwards he raiſed himſelf on his toes, and ſeem» 
ed to expreſs infinite delight at ſeeing me. 1 
acknowledge, my dear couſin, that I was not 
ſufficiently cruel to retire ; a ſecret power con- 
ed me to the window, and I was too deeply 
engaged in thinking on this lovely youth, to have 
time for any other reflection. I will not tire you 
any longer with a detail which is {till too dear 
to my remembrance the youth, grown bolder by 
degrees, made me ſeveral ſigns, which, all in- 
nocent as they were, I underſtood. You will 
aſk if I then went away, I ſincerely own I could 
not; but however willing to do, what might be 
agreeable to him, modeſty and reaſon check'd 
my too ſenfible heart, and prevented me from 
anſwering his ſigns, tf; | 
The night arrived, and with her ſable mantlo 
put 2 ch ng this adventure ; although the 
tree was ſome diſtance from me, yet I heard 
him ſigh as he deſcended; darkneſs then pre- 
vented my ſeeing any thing, yet I ſtaid at the 
window a long time : afterwards I retired to bed 
more melancholy than uſual. I made ſeveral 
reflections on what had ha , but the more 
I thought, the greater diſorder it wrought in my 
mind, I was ignorant, Urgocine, what Jove 
was; I learned afterwards, that all this which I 


felt, was the firſt emotions of that paſſion, 


Alas! how could I ſecure myſelf againſt its 
approach? - - | | 

I paſſed the night in the moſt reſtleſs manner ; 
methought I ſaw the beautiful youth in my 
dreams; I awaked oft; ſometimes I fancied he 
fell ſram the tree and was killed; a moment af- 
24: N s | | terwards. 
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terwards I ſaw him ſighing at my feet, and in- 
treating me to have pity on him. Ia vain I let 
him know I was ſenſible of his pains; not any 
thing could comfort him. All theſe agitations 
troubled me, and put me in a ſituation that 1 
am incapable of deſcribing: I got up at the 
break of day; the little bird that had taken re- 
fuge with me, ſhook its wings and opened its 
bill in want of food. Judge, dear couſin, if I 
made it languiſh; how dear was this pretty 
creature to me! It would be uſeleſs to declare 
the reaſon ; you have too much penetration not 
to diſcern it. | 
As ſoon as dreſſed, I took my work, and ſat 
down at the window, but oft looked towards the 
trees, and at the leaſt breeze that ſhook the 
leaves,, I trembled as if ſome great misfortune 
was to befall me. On reflection, methought it 
abſurd, to imagine the lovely ſtranger would 
riſque his life by climbing, for ſo trifling a gra- 
tification as that of ſeeing at her window, a 
young perſon, for whom, perhaps, he had not 
the leaſt regard. This idea ſtruek my mind at 
the cloſe of day, and I was overcome with vex+ 
ation at myſelf, ſor having been the dupe of my 
credulity; a ſentiment of vanity, or per- 
haps chagrin, ſucceeded this reflection: I ſhut 
my window in a fury, which would, perhaps, 
have diverted an unconcerned ſpectator. 1 
I perſiſted all night, and for eight days in this 
reſolution ; I kept my window always ſhut, and 
the more I reaſoned, the more I ſubdued m 
paſſion ; and, on perceiving that my eyes, as it 
were, voluntarily inclined to the fatal window, 


I turned 
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I turned my back upon it, and puſhed my hero 
im ſo far, as to reſolve * 


— 


t rid of my little 
bird; I got up to ſet it at liberty, but when 1 
had put it out of the window, inſtead of flying 
away, it returned into my apartment: it was 
become tame, and by oft feeding and cheriſhing 
it, I grew more tender of it, and could not re- 
jeR it, when it came again for protection. 
The idea of the youth n to wear away, 
and other amuſements employed my thoughts, 
when one morning I heard a preat noiſe at 
window; I was in bed, and I liſtened with at- 
tention, and thought ſomebody was throwing 
pebbles againſt the glaſs. I recalled to mind tho 
youth; ah! without doubt, thought I, he is 1 


in the tree; what can he want with me? 


threw a robe round me, and ran to the window 


- trembling, I peeped through the curtain, and 


found : was. — was but too true; the 
beautiful ftranger was there, and I thought him 
more charming than before. Let me fly 


thought I to myſelf, I find but too well what 


in my heart. I have heard talk of love, 
am, perhaps, on the brink of feeling it; I 
judge ſo by this agitation, and the emotion I 


feel: wn" ay it hurts ones virtue ; I will be on 


my guard, and get the better of my inclination. 
. to bed again, and for fear of bein 


wrought on by this new born pate, whi 
was continually tempting me to 


ak my reſo- 
lution, I began and ſang a hymn in honour of 
to engage Diana to protect me. Firm 


in my refolution, I kept my bed four hours lon- 


ger, and was ſcarce up when my aunt came into 
n my 


: 
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my room. I had not ſeen her. for three days, 
and then would rather have been excuſed the vi- 
fit, for ſhe ſoon found ſufficient matter to gratify 
her ſcolding humour ; it was almoſt noon, and 
no work done ; half a dozen boxes on the ear 
ſhe gave me, as a prologue to a noiſy and furious 
harangue which ſucceeded ; without doubt, ſhe. 
was willing to rouze my attention. Soon after 
ſhe perceived my windows were broke ; ſhe ho- 
noured me with new correction, and did all ſhe 
could to make me diſcover how they came ſo, 
However innocent I was, I did not chuſe ta 
make any diſcovery, left I ſhould betray the 
youth, and bring on myſelf a freſh torment 
from her jealouſy; I made the moſt probable 
excuſe I could; my. very amiable. aunt was in 
too ſweet a humour to favour me ſoon by her 
abſence ; ſhe ftaid great part of the day, and 
diverted me by quarrelling as much as I could 
reaſonably deſire, and promiſed me, at her next. 
viſit, not to 4% her agreeable method of ſa 
lutation, if ſhe found any thing that ſhe thought 
worthy of it: ſhe left me in tears, which were 
my only anſwer. I was much bumbled, and 
ief fo far had filled my breaſt, that I went to 
, Without thinking of the youth. _ | 
The next day, at the riſing of the ſun, I was 
again awaked as before. Alas! what can he 
mean by this perſeverance, ſaid I, what can I 
do, if I do not ſhew myſelf, this young man 
will break all my windows! How do I know, - 
but my dreadful] aunt has had them mended, ' 
| leſs from kindneſs, than for the pleaſure of ha- 
ving an opportunity to treat me ill, * _ 
| | 9 
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| £ mould be broke again. This idea made me run 
and open the window); I then drew with haſte 


* »— "the curtains, and returned to bed, without once 


turning my eyes to the trees. This was gainin 
2 n Fan on myſelf; I was greatly l 
f and look throu the curtains. He Will 
-obl ſee me, thought I, and T ſhall procure myy” 
:felf a moment's oleafute, * Can you believe me, 
dear Urgocine, I reſiſted, and was inexorable.to 
the attempts that were thade,” to 3 me into 
bis fight. 
Mean time I got up, for fear | my aunt ſhould 
vit me again; I ſat down to work, and with 


attention, performed a heavy taſk, which hin- 


dered me from reſlecting on the conſtancy, with 


4 which Anis youth endeavoured to ſee me: ſo 


true it is, that there is not any thing ſo proper 
10 deſtr 12 certain ideas, as giving the attention 
to a ſolid employment. Indolence is the road 
1 leads to molt vices, I paſſed the day bard. 
at work; I found myſell at night in the calm 
Femtion f mind imaginable, and I felt a ſelf- 
fatisfaftion, in having ſo. well employed the 
day. One wiſe reflection brought on others; I 
- thought, that in purſuing this conduct, 1 ſhould 
© ſecure-mylelf from my aunt's anger. ' This hope 
lech me to another; time may alter my ſituation, 
thought I, and with patience I may overcome 
theſe difficulties ; they will marry me ſometime 
or other, and then I-ſhall be my on miſtreſs, 
and will not do any work, but ſhall * as APs 
2 a7 as Tam now Foe "2 5 
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